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Abstract

This article attempts to shed light on the history of the Department of Archaeology at the University of Khartoum
and the circumstances surrounding its establishment. It also introduces the eminent personalities who
contributed to its establishment and attempts to trace its impact and developments in academic, administrative,
cultural and social history. The paper relied on the collection of information about the founding of the department
through brochures and publications printed during cultural events and seasonal exhibitions, as well as some
references related to the emergence and development of Sudanese archaeology, in addition to some information
collected from some representatives of the first generations of students and professors who participated in the
founding of the department and who have fond memories associated with it. The descriptive approach with which
this information is presented is intended to provide a general overview of the history of the department, the stages
of its development and the people who were involved. The paper contained a lot of information about the history
of the department and the teachers who were involved in its work. This information would have been lost in the
future if we had not documented it.

Keywords: Dept of Archaeology, University of Khartoum, Sudan, Pioneers
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Abstract

The science of Archaeological Resource Management is considered one of the modern sciences that has emerged
recently - and the Department of Archeology - University of Khartoum is the pioneer of this study in Sudan -
where it originated in the 1970s, and since that time until now it is still concerned with research aspects and
studies related to the protection and preservation of heritage. The department has several scientific research
projects and many academic, social and cultural relations with several local, regional and international bodies
in the field of archaeology. As a result of the combination of these great efforts in several fields and all activities
and aspects related to antiquities, the department at the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
in Sudan was raised to the rank of a distinct department, and it agreed to establish the “Archaeology Chair”.

Keywords: Archaeological Resources Management- Department of Archaeology- Projects- Distinct-Archaeology
Chair.
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Abstract

This study aims to develop a plan to improve the graduate programme at the Department of Archaeology,
University of Khartoum. The aim is to identify weaknesses and strengths in the management and diversity of
research and studies and to improve the programme so that its outcomes contribute to the development of
concepts and knowledge about cultural heritage and its management in Sudan. It is expected that the plan will
also propose new strategies and approaches to solve problems related to Sudanese antiquities. In addition, it
will assist the department in improving curricula and teaching methods to enhance the department's position in
the global assessment of higher education programmes.

Keywords: Department of Archaeology, graduate programme, weaknesses and strengths, cultural heritage and its
management in Sudan
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Abstract

The Sudanese Red Sea area and eastern Sudan are regions of significant archaeological importance these works
came within the project of archaeological, heritage, and environmental research for the Red Sea region and
Eastern Sudan, The project area also included some components of Suakin Island, which is considered one of
the most important Islamic ports in Eastern Sudan, as well as the Red Sea coast region and its mountain range,
up to the upper Nile River and the Kassala region, which are regions of special historical and cultural
importance. The results of the fieldwork during these seasons were promising and interesting, as the sites
discovered demonstrate the region’s richness in archaeological sites dating back to different periods. The results
of the study also findings include ancient ports, burial sites, and artifacts that provide insights into the economic,
religious, and social activities of the region's inhabitants. These discoveries underscore the importance of the
Sudanese Red Sea coast and eastern Sudan as hubs of connectivity and cultural exchange, contributing to a
broader understanding of the region's archaeological heritage.

Keywords: Red Sea, Suakin, Agiq Port, Eastern Sudan, Beja, Aydhab
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Abstract

This study aimed to reveal the role of human and natural disasters on the archaeological site of Al-Khandag,
especially during the war that broke out in April 2023. Al-Khandag is one of the most important historical and
traditional architectural sites in Sudan, and has been listed on the World Heritage Tentative List, thanks to its
embodiment of three criteria of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV). Since the beginning of the war, the site has
been exposed to many human and natural hazards. Due to the war, many residents of Khartoum were displaced
to the Al-Khandag, which led to many human impacts on the site. On the other hand, the site, especially the mud
buildings, were exposed to many natural hazards due to climate change, especially rains, which led to the
collapse of many of them.

Keywords: Al-Khandag, tangible heritage, intangible heritage, archaeology, war, climate change
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Abstract

This article presents a review of the field training methodologies of the Department of Archaeology, University
of Khartoum, through archaeological excavations at the site of Es-Sour. The article discusses, in a theoretical
and practical manner, the application of the course “Archaeological Techniques (Excavation) (2) Excavation —
Fieldwork” and the steps necessary to achieve the basic objectives of the course in the field. The article
includes a detailed account of the results of the excavations at the site of Es-Sour during the uaers from 2005
to 2009. During this period, students of the Department of Archaeology, University of Khartoum, and some
students and researchers from other universities and institutions in Sudan, participated annually in the
excavations, and their excavations contributed to identifying an important cultural development during the late
Neolithic period in central Sudan.
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to introduce one of the outstanding personalities of the Islamic era who has been
largely ignored in Arabic and Sudanese sources. The Sudanese ruler in question is Kafur al-lkhshidi, who made
a distinct contribution to Islamic history by ruling Egypt for some twenty-three years, joining the ranks of
Sudanese rulers who ruled Egypt during its long history. His biography is filled with many prominent and
luminous aspects and perhaps ignoring the role of this leader was a consequence of the origin he came from.
His social and cultural roots were evident from some sources, and some personal traits that revealed his
Sudanese origin were also compared. His significant and important contributions were also evident during his
rule over Egypt.

Keywords: Islamic era, Kafur al-lkhshidi ,Egypt , personal traits , Arabic sources
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Abstract

The Mesolithic represents the second stage of prehistoric period in all over the world, it demonstrated several
cultural features of Palaeolithic and close similarity to Neolithic in Sudan. We acquired our knowledge about
that cultural period through the A. Arkell studies in the Early Khartoum site that shown the evolution of the
main characteristics of the Mesolithic in central Sudan. And then, there are many studies came later in central
Sudan in Umm Marrahi, Shagadud and El- Goz, as well, El -Barga, Korti, Wadi Halfa and Abka in northern
Sudan. Many combined and heterogonous characteristics has seemed during that period.

During the moist eras in the Holocene there are series of laces and palaeochannels has been constituted in El
Ga'ab depress, therefore it has to be studied to unearth the cultural aspects in those areas.

Keywords: Mesolithic, El Ga'ab depress, palaeochannels, Holocene, cultural aspects
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Abstract

Recent studies in Sudanese archaeology have been focused on addressing questions raised by previous research
projects and testing them through archaeological surveys in areas that were previously overlooked. This study
aimed to investigate the Abu Shanib region. The research was conducted to uncover the origins of human
settlement in the area, determine whether the current settlement is recent or rooted in the past, especially after
archaeological studies along the Blue Nile revealed evidence of prehistoric human activity.

This paper aims to provide insight into the Abu Shanib site through two main aspects: firstly, it presents the
geographical location of the site, and secondly, it examines the archaeological evidence of prehistoric human
activity at the site. This evidence was collected through archaeological surveys and test excavations carried out
by the researcher. By utilizing descriptive and analytical approaches, the researcher found that the site contains
archaeological remains dating back to the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods. These remains include pottery
fragments, stone tools, human skeletons, decorative tools, and environmental debris.

The archaeological artifacts discovered at the Abu Shanib site indicate a connection between the Al-Quz culture
to the south and the Khartoum culture to the north. The presence of locally made stone and decorative tools
further supports this connection. The study recommends immediate rescue efforts for the site, as it is currently
at risk of destruction due to the activities of the area's current residents.

Keywords: Prehistoric period, Mesolithic and Neolithic, Abu Shanib site, pottery fragments, stone tools, human
skeletons, decorative tools
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Abstract

This paper presents a critical analysis of the history of the archaeological research on post-Meroitic tombs in
Sudan, the period succeeding the Meroitic civilization. Post-Meroitic tombs have been a focal point of scholarly
debate, with most studies concentrating on their origin and the ethnic identity of their inhabitants. Consequently,
the cultural identity reflected in the tombs and their contents has often been overlooked. This may be because
earlier and later researchers based their analyzes on potentially contradictory literary sources, rather than
focusing on the material evidence available in the tombs themselves. Some researchers have proposed a direct
cultural continuity between the Meroitic and post-Meroitic periods, basing their argument on tombs’ evidence
and applying the same methodologies used in Meroitic studies. This paper will discuss the process of
archaeological research in this period since the first discoveries in Lower Nubia. It will also analyze the opinions
of researchers and their various trends in interpreting the identity of this period, based on the results of their
fieldwork.

Keywords: Kushite civilization, Post-Meroitic Period. X-Group, Tombs. Funerary remains
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Abstract

This paper will focus on the tethering stones, which can be used as paleo- environment and paleo- economy
indicators. These stones are considered a phased development of the techniques of hunting and can be used as
evidence of the hunting and export a live wild animal from Sudan to other ancient civilizations. Archaeological
evidence from Sudan indicates there are a wide spread of these stones in different archaeological regions and
contexts. The technique of using tethering stones as one of the hunting methods. It is not used for killing animals
but for disabling their movement to arrest or trap the animals alive, and deal with it, either by killing, capturing,
or taming. This advantage, and over time, gives the ability to deal with these animals by hunting, taming and
exporting them. This was clearly in the iconography artifacts, writings, and wall inscriptions in Egyptian tombs
and temples such as Beit Al-Wali Temple, which highlights the ability to deal, taming and export these animals,

this was reflected in the prosperity of the animal trade by Sudanese and people of the southern lands of Egypt.

Keywords: Paleoenvironment, tethering stones, export, wild animals, temple’s iconography
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Abstract

The mud Architecture in the Mahas region is considered as ahistorical legacy that has a cultural depth and great
importance on the economic, social and environmental aspects, as its sustainable material witness in general.
as the mud architecture is one of the desert environments gradually began to fade away. As result of conditions
and climatic factor on the one hand. Neglect and lack of interest in it on the other hand. The clay architecture
represents the most prominent cultural and historical legacies in the Mahas region. Fearing this legacy of
extinction, preserving it has become a necessary and urgent matter, preparing proposals to threatening hazards
how to qualify and employ them, promote tourism and preserve them for their sustainability. .

Keywords: Mahas region, Adobe Architecture, architectural legacies, re-functioning, sustainable tourist
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Abstract

This study explores the connection between food and identity through the lens of Turkin, a traditional dish
made from fermented fish that serves as a cornerstone of Nubian culture in the Al-Mahs region of northern
Sudan. The paper highlights the significance of Turkin as a symbol of belonging and identity among the
Nubians, examining its historical context in both traditional and modern frameworks to document it as a vital
aspect of cultural heritage.

The researchers focus on the concept of liminality to understand the influence of this dish on the formation of
local identity. Additionally, they analyze the varying perspectives on Turkin held by the Nubians, both within
their homeland and in the diaspora, as well as by non-Nubian Sudanese individuals.

Based on ethnographic studies conducted in the Al-Mabhs region in 2022, the paper raises important questions
about how traditional foods develop into cultural symbols and the social and historical meanings they embody.
Specifically, it asks: How does a particular food contribute to the construction of identity? What perceptions and
ideas are associated with it, and what do they truly signify? Lastly, what impact does this type of food have on
the ethnographer's work in the field?.

Keywords: Turkin cuisine (salty) - Nubian dishes (Mahas) - fermented fish - Sudanese cuisine - cultural boundaries
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Abstract

This study is one of the studies that can add little to the previous studies in the history of the Sudan through the
translation and interpretation of Sudanese inscriptions written in the ancient Egyptian language, and the
importance of this study in that it sheds light on the historical, political and religious aspects of the engraving of
the king Anlamani and belongs to the period called some Scientists such as Abd al-Gadir Mahmoud Abdullah in
his book (Ancient Sudan - Political History - under press) the second Napatan period (661- 591 BC). Which
begins at the end of the reign of King Taniot- Amani (Tanut- Amani) and the end of the rule of King Aspelta, the
period that ended the rule of the twenty - fifth Dynasty to Egypt, and then moved the capital to Napata under
circumstances we do not know, and followed the descriptive analytical method in the narrative of the inscription
and description The political, religious and social characteristics of the period of the king mentioned above and
the analysis of the important events in the inscription and compare them with the previous studies on this subject.
The study concluded by clarifying the role of this inscription in the knowledge of the political conditions, The
role of the religious, which is evident from the king made four of his sisters maids on the temples of Amun in
Kawa and Argo and Al-Barkal and Sanam Abu Dom.

Keywords: Anlamani, the second Napatan period, Bellamis (Beja), Aspilta
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The Archaeology of Nauri in the Third Cataract of the
Nile: during the ancient, the Medieval, and Post Medieval

periods

Prof. Ali Osman

Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, University of Khartoum
Abstract

This article presents the results of the University of Khartoum archaeological project in Nuri, located in the
Mahas region of Northern Sudan, for the seasons 2015-2018. The research findings shed light on the history of
the region, specifically the Christian and Ottoman remains, which are clearly represented in terms of settlement
and cemetery. The Christian remains at the site suggest an early Christianity that emerged with the arrival of
the Aksumite kingdom under the leadership of King Aizan, who invaded the region of Meroe around 250 AD.
Additionally, the article discusses the ancient place names resulting from historical entanglements in the region.

Keywords: Nauri, Christian period, Ottoman period, King Aizan
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Ali Osman. The Archaeology of Nauri. Adab, Issue 52/2, (Special Issue for the Golden Jubilee of the Dept. of Archaeology) January 2025

1. General introduction:

Nauri is a village in the Mahas region. It is one of the 27 villages of the Third
Cataract of the Nile in the district of Faraig « of Delgo” in the northern state of <Sudan. These
villages are at risk of being flooded by a government plan to build a dam near the village of
Kajbar «downstream of the cataract (see Figure 1).
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Figure (1), the general map of the Mahas shows important sites and places of interests

314



Ali Osman. The Archaeology of Nauri. Adab, Issue 52/2, (Special Issue for the Golden Jubilee of the Dept. of Archaeology) January 2025

The Third Cataract of the Nile stretches between the village of Tombos in the south
and the village of Sabu in the north. The Nile flows in its normal course to the village of
Amla and then turns its course eastwards to the village of Nauri, a distance of about 15
kilometres on the right bank of the Nile and about 12 kilometres on the left bank. A large
island called Ardwan covers a large part of this distance as the river splits into two branches
at Amla.

The right bank runs straight east to Sabu, the left bank runs north for about 3
kilometres and then turns east at the village of Fageerafentti. This island is considered the
second largest island in the Nile as it measures about 7/5 km at its widest point. The island
is rough in most of its parts and has huge boulders extending outwards and a sandy patch on
its eastern side that stretches for about 2 km, making travelling quite difficult.

The hilly rocks of Ardwan Island are made of ferruginous sandstone, locally called
Jaw. The abundance of this type of stone gave the island and its region its name, Jarror. Most
of these extensive granite and diorite boulders have a considerable number of rock gongs
(Tahir. 2012. 24).

Figure (2), Rock Gongs

Nauri lies at the junction of the right branch of the Nile with the left branch, which
forms the island. A third dry Khour of the Nile also flows back into the main Nile at Nauri
and is called Khor “Sharq Fad”. The village of Nauri has no large agricultural areas, it only
has land for (9) small sagias (water wheels), while the neighbouring village of Mashakaila
has (27) large and medium sagias (water wheels). This fertile farmland is accessible from
the Nile in Mashakaila and continues to the village of Sabu, with only two breaks through
hilly terrain leading down to the Nile; it almost closes and separates the village of Mashakaila
from the village of Farieg and Jedi and separates Jedi from Sabu.
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The dry Khor (Khor Sharq Fad) is difficult to live in. There is reasonable running
water here during high floods. In this case, the inhabitants store the fresh water in wells dug
in the centre of the khor. They then use this water in the summer. There are still some notable
villages on both banks of the dry Khor. The Khor was probably not as dry in the past as it is
today, as there is an important mediaeval site in the village of Alliki. This village and other
villages on the east bank of the dry Khor gain their importance from the fact that they
overlook and accommodate the travelling routes from the south through the hinterland. One
of these important travelling routes from the south passes through Khor Masaida, where one
of the last small churches from the Christian period. It was built between two large blocks
of granite rock.

The southern one of them bears a very interesting Meroitic graffiti showing a man
leading a lamb, which we believe to be a religious graffiti. In fact, this graffiti and the
mediaeval church make this place a sacred site that the villagers still visit secretly today.

The Mahas villages are made up of smaller units called irki<which form an extended
family«with their own sagia (waterwheel) and agricultural land as well as their own farre
(riverbank). Some of these Irkis have grown over time into larger units consisting of Maris.
However, while the Irkis are usually named after the names of their members, the Maris are
described by the directions, such as: Doro — n — mar, tawo — n — mar, oro — n — mar, kalo —
n—mar. l.e. upper mar, lower mar, western mar, eastern mar, respectively.

The inhabitants of the mar-s, irki—s and villages intermingle and form a siirawi,
which means a lineage. The members of such lineages may live in nearby or distant villages
within the Mahas region and/or neighbouring regions. They may also live in the cities of
Sudan or anywhere in the world. In all cases, however, they retain their ownership of land
in their original irkis, even if it is only a decimal piece. Land ownership proves their
historical rights and identity (Osman. 2004). The larger lineage of Nauri is Mashakaila,
located in the east. The village of Mashakaila is larger than the village of Nauri. While
Mashakaila consists of 27 irkis, Nauri has only 9 irkis. The two villages are usually called
Mashakaila—Nouri or Nauri-Mashakaila, as if they were a single name.

However, while Mashakaila has an irki of the same name, as is common in many
Mahas villages, there is no irki of the same name in Nauri. Research into the history of the
two names has shown that Nauri is an old name, while Mashakaila is a relatively new name:
probably from the Funj period (1504 — 1821).

Between 1530 and 1550, the Funj extended their rule northwards into the northern
region of the Third Cataract. They occupied the area until around 1580, when the army of
the Ottoman Empire expelled them south of the Third Cataract. It was the Fung's
administrative system to divide the regions under their control into hafiers, and as Evliya
Celebi's description of the Mahas region (1670 — 1672) shows, the region was divided into
two hafiers. Al-Hafier Al-Kabier and Al-Hafier Al-Sagier, with the dividing line at Jebel
Wahaba, opposite Kajbar.
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Mashakaila is therefore a name made up of two words: Masha (Mishi), meaning
great, and Kaila (Kul- lIa), meaning Hafier. (La) is the authoritative character. The oldest
village in Mashakaila is related to Kush-an-irki, which is our village. It is registered in the
land register of 1907 as Mashakaila No. 16. But since our great—grandfather's name is Haj;
people now call our village Hajen-irki. Thus, our village retains the ancient name of the
Middle Egyptian kingdom for the region, which is mentioned in the inscription of Senusret
I11 at Semna on the second cataract of the Nile (1879 — 1841 BC) (Smith. 2003).

The name of the village and the insistence of the late Abdullahi Ameen, an elder
from Nauri, in 1969 when I wrote my fifth year bachelor thesis entitled “The Third Cataract
Region Through History" “that the names Nauri and Kush-an-Irki are twins, and the
discovery by Professor V. Rondot (2008) of the cartoush of King Senusret 111 on the eastern
mountain of Nauri <makes me reconsider my earlier writings on the meaning of the name
Nauri (Osman. 1984. 2004).

According to my current understanding, the name is made up of two Nubian words:
Nau meaning Southern and iir meaning marker and/or boundary. So Nauri means southern
marker or boundary (the last letter is a final sign). The projection of this meaning tells us
that Nauri was the southern boundary of the land that was under the influence of the Middle
Egyptian kingdom, though not under its direct rule. Nevertheless, | lack direct evidence to
confirm that the stone-built fortresses of Marakool, Shofien, Nauri and Kush — an — Irki date
from this period. The fortresses of Markool and Shofien are still intact. The remains of the
fortress at the foot of the western mountain of Nauri still exist, with a bastion on the eastern
wall. However, the fortress of Kush-an-Irki was dismantled and its stones were used to build
the huge platforms and canals of the sagias of Kushanirki, udolirki, fark and Shageeg, with
a very similar architectural style to the surviving sagias. There is also a gypsum quarry on
the eastern side of the western mountain, which is believed to be as old as the fortress nearby
at the foot of the mountain.

The eastern mountain of Nauri is therefore undoubtedly evidence of the presence of
a new imperial administration at this location. There was also a new state cemetery on the
edge of the agricultural land in and around the site of the new mosque, which was visible
until the late 1960s (Osman and Edwards. 2012).

2. Previous archaeological works:

Earlier archaeological discoveries from Nauri are known. The one important
document and the inscription in the eastern Gebel have been known for some time and have
been published. The Nauri Decree of Setti the 1st was translated by: W.F. Edgerton 1947.
The decree was published in the Journal of Egyptian Archaeology Vol. 38. December 1952,
pp. — 24 — 33 by Griffith and Sir Alan Gardiner wrote some reflections on the decree. The
main subject of the decree is the cession of land from Lower Nubia to Nauri to the temple
of Abydos in Egypt. The other discovery was the famous Christian document that Syce had
bought from a villager in Nauri. It is written in Old Nubian, and the subject of the document
is an agreement between the owner of the sagia and a farmer “Turba” in Nubian.
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Other important writings about Nauri are the descriptions of travellers who passed
by Nauri or its surroundings. The most important of these was Ibn Saleem El-aswani, who
does not clearly mention that he visited Nauri, but he wrote about the seven provinces of
Nobatia and about the borders between the Nubeen speakers and Dongolawi speakers. The
border runs only about 20 kilometres to the south. Further important information comes from
Scelebi, the Ottoman traveller, who left a detailed description of Nauri (Osman. 2006).
Scelebi’s description of Nauri is particularly important because he identified the Ottoman
palace at the foot of the western Gebel and mentioned the official who built it.

3.1. The Archaeology of the Western Jebel:

The centre of the village of Nauri are two mountains, which were nicknamed "twins"
by earlier visitors. They stand about 1 kilometre apart on the edge of a dense cluster of palm
trees. Both mountains bear historical traces of man, and both are natural landmarks. The
eastern mountain bears the important Egyptian inscription from the New Kingdom, which
has been copied, studied and published (F. LI. Griffith. 1925).

The western mountain, which is the focus of this project, has been visited by many
scholars, but no serious fieldwork has been done to record, plan and study the numerous,
diverse and complex archaeological sites. We have divided the archaeological sites of the
western mountain into five areas:

Area (1) - the Western Mountain.

Area (2) - the Ottoman palace.

Avrea (3) - the village of Jeer.

Area (4) - the gypsum quarry.

Avrea (5) - Siw-in-doki(the sand dokki).

Figure (3), A general view of the buildings in front of the western mountain.
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Area, one comprises a large stone-built fortress at the foot of the mountain with two
partially preserved stone bastions and piles of scattered stones in what would have been the
interior of the fortress. Among the piles of scattered stones is a stone wall about one metre
high and two clay structures.

Figure (4), door and tower

The eastern wall of this fortress climbs further up the mountain to its uppermost
level, where the entire circumference of the mountain is cut and flattened to house a series
of buildings made of stone, mudbrick and clay, and cavernous geographical south.

These buildings form a complete mediaeval residential neighbourhood with
churches and attached single rooms that appear to have been used and inhabited for a long
time.

The churches and living quarters are spacious enough to have been the residence of
some notables, e.g. Saheb Al-Gabel, the deputy king of the Christian kingdom of Dongola
700 — 1323 A.D. His Nubian title was Ogjnoon, meaning the great Nubia, translated into
Arabic as Kabier al-Nuba.

In the uppermost part of the Gebel there is a man-made platform that surrounds the
entire Gebel. The following sites are located on this artificial platform. Two substantial large
buildings on the eastern side, one residential and the other religious, probably a royal
residence and associated church.
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Figure (5), A general sketch of the buildings on the flattened area 880 feet up the western
mountain.

To the left of these buildings is a curious replica of the cut mountain. To the right of
these buildings, facing south, is a large cave with a flattened floor and more than 200 ancient
crosses from the very early Christian period, usually known as Axumite crosses. “These
crosses are known to be of South Asian origin and are attributed to a sect called “the sect of
Julian of Halicarnassus" Halicarnassus, which originated in Egypt in 518 — 520 AD. It then
spread throughout Arabia, thanks to the activities of a certain Eurtropius. He consecrated ten
bishops in Arabia and sent them out in all directions. From 525 AD, the southern part of the
Arabian Peninsula was under the rule of the Kingdom of Axum. Julians belief system spread
from southern Arabia to Axum. And from there to Soba in the kingdom of Alwa”. No exact
date can be given, but it can be assumed that the Afthartodoketic teachings were already
being disseminated in Axum before 550 AD and that they reached Alwa before the arrival
of Longinus in Alwa” (Vantini. 1987. 49). And that would take us to a quarter of a century
before the arrival of Longinus in Alwa” (Vantini. 1978).

We were somewhat astonished to discover this cave and it's ancient crosses, which
are more than 200 in number, since supposedly only two examples have been discovered
before, one in Soba and the other in Ikhmindi in Lower Nubia ¢and since we also know from
Longinus that the king of Alwa asked him to languish this hieratic Christian group whose
Christian symbol was this cross.
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Figure (6-7), the main cave with red crosses

Later, however, we discovered the foundations of a circular building in the
northernmost part of the modern Nauri cemetery, which is separated from the main cemetery
by lorry tracks and almost belongs to the old village of Eastern Nauri. The round building is
most likely the remains of a "Christian church of the Axumites", as we discovered at the
Axumite headquarters in El-daiga north of Gebel Um Ali (Osman. 2013). Only heavily
eroded parts of the foundation walls are still visible. We were unable to photograph these
remains because many villagers gathered when they heard about some of our workers and
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prevented us from completing the excavation, which we had reburied in the hope of
excavating at a more favourable time later.

The church in Wadi Messida, which we assumed to be from the late Christian period,
could also be attributed to the followers of this sect. In fact, there is still a binayia in the
modern cemetery of Nauri, built in the same style as the church of Messida, but containing
four Islamic tombs.

We do not know how the followers of the Julian sect arrived in Nauri and when this
happened, but interestingly this western Gebel is called Gebel Isa by the locals, and we are
told that it has been called this for generations. However, today’s population seems to know
nothing of these crosses, because the Gebel is still called Gebel Isa. Now the discovery of
these crosses gives a clue to the name of the Gebel as such Gebel Isa. The presence of these
crosses, which were left by a considerable number of believers from the early history of
Christianity, is proof of the name of the Gebel.

It will be interesting to examine what happened to these groups when the official
missionaries established their churches in Maquria and the Kingdom of Alwa. Another
striking future of the western Gebel is the remains of gypsum quarries. The attached picture
shows that the gypsum deposits in the mountain were quite considerable. It is likely that
these walls and activities began during the Egyptian Old Kingdom at Nauri, when a
considerable amount of gypsum was needed for the stone buildings of Egypt.

Figure (8), the Quarry

We have no direct evidence for the presence of the Old Kingdom in Nubia, but the
gate of a fortress at this Gebel and the fortress of Shofien on the opposite bank of the river
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show great similarity to the fortresses of the Middle Kingdom in Lower Nubia. Professor
Vincent Rondont™ from the French Unit in NCAM discovered a previously unknown rock
statue with the name Senusret 111 from the Middle Kingdom. The long inscription of King
Setti | on the west side of the eastern Gebel indicates the presence of other Egyptians in the
Nauri area.

The village was only moved to the hinterland of the old site in the 70s — 80s of the
last century. This is the only known post-mediaeval village in Nubia so far, the other twin
village Kushanirki in its eastern neighbourhood was completely destroyed for agriculture
and gardens in 2002 — 2005.

Figure (9), an aerial photography of old Nauri

In front of the eastern gate of the stone fortress there is an area of about 10 by 10
metres that looks like an intact stratified deposit, well suited for a test pit and a complete
excavation to check the dating and pottery classification. The building on the uppermost,
flattened area also has well-filled soils that should be excavated. However, it is very difficult
to say anything about the floor of the fort itself until the cairns have been removed, which
will be a major undertaking for the coming seasons of work.

The northern shoulder of the eastern stone fortress gate is associated with a
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mudbrick building of at least two storeys, which we had defined in the general survey of the
site as the residence of the civil Ottoman governor of the region from c. 1585 to ¢. 1750, and
which we hereafter call the Ottoman Palace.

This Ottoman neighbourhood (area 2) merges into the village of Jeer (area 3), where
the houses of the region's inhabitants from the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th centuries are located.
These houses occupy the north-eastern side of the hill, with the exception of two or three
houses that occupy the northern part of the stone fortress, outside its northern wall, to the
west of the Ottoman palace. The last picture (3 and 10) shows the village of Nauri from the
60s — 20s of the last centuries, including the Ottoman palace. Clear evidence that Nauri was
populated and an important place in the post-mediaeval period.

i

Figure (10), The village of Jeer from up the western mountain (the eastern mountain in the
view)

South of the village of Jeer and on the sloping eastern side of the mountain is a stone
wall running east-west <and south of it is a gypsum quarry (area 4) that is still in use.

North of Jeer village, there is a raised platform of white sand (shore sand) between
the palm trees that stretches from eastto west. It is called siw-in-dokki (area 5).

Although there was a Misead (communal place) near this doki that was the social
meeting place for all Jeer residents and their guests before the village was moved from here
to the south beyond the agricultural lands, the sand doki was also a social meeting place until
recently. | have noted elsewhere that this doki must have been a model for the doki of Old
Dongola, on which the crowning palaces of the kings of Dongola (700 — 1323) were built.
This doki was therefore possibly the seat of the Sahib al-Gebel (Ogjnoon), who | strongly

324



Ali Osman. The Archaeology of Nauri. Adab, Issue 52/2, (Special Issue for the Golden Jubilee of the Dept. of Archaeology) January 2025
suspect lived in the palace of Gebel, as described above (Osman. 2013).

Doki (Tugul) in Donglawi is normally a low hill. It seems that it had some political
and administrative importance in the Middle Ages. The settlement and the doki were and are
a royal or semi-royal seat. Its political importance dates back to the Koka of the Fung period.
The significance in the Nobeen and Tudi and or Togo, although, Tudi in an elevation within
what could be understood as the main space of the pair. While Tudi is either in the hosh or
outside the house.

Climbing the western mountain is a very dangerous endeavour. For the members of
the project team, it was a serious and adventurous endeavour to achieve the goals of the first
working season. But thank God we managed to finalise the documentation and planning of
the various parts of the complex buildings on the mountain and on the flattened site at 880
feet. Nevertheless, we still have to manage to get a lifting platform for the coming seasons.

It has also become apparent that we need to carry out archaeological studies in other
parts of the Nauri-Mashakaila region and outside the region, especially at the mediaeval
royal burial site in Defoi <where all the important personalities of the time were buried and
where some interesting tombstones in Greek were collected (excavated!!) by some locals
and are now in the National Museum in Khartoum.

3.2. Mashakaila:

A second important site within the village of Nauri is the large mediaeval, post-
mediaeval and modern cemetery of Nauri. This is a continuously used cemetery from the
Christian period «and there is a church associated with it (see above). There are also some
early Islamic tombs, as we described from Simit Island in the report on Maha's general
investigation.

The cemetery of Mashakaila is also an important site. Although it has no Christian
tombs, there is a possibility that it is a burial site from the Christian period. It also contains
many early Islamic tombs.

Mashakaila also has many large sagia buildings and tall and long stone canals
connected to them. The high platforms of many of these sagias are still preserved. These are
also built of stone. These sagias must have been active in the Middle Ages.

The famous Nauri Decree, published by F. LI. Griffith in 1928, deals with an
agreement (Nubian-Todan) between a sagia owner and a torbal (farmer).

So, to complete our picture and understanding of the mediaeval and post-mediaeval
city of Nauri, we need to carry out archaeological work at the sites mentioned in 3.2. As well
as restoration, conservation, protection and preservation work at all the sites of the Nauri-
Mashakaila villages.
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4. The Archeology of greater Nauri:

The archaeology of the village of Nauri, as described here, forms the largest part of
the archaeology of the greater Nauri area. Following Ibn Saleem Elaswani, | have created a
map showing the seven provinces of Christian Nubia. Of the seven provinces of Maris, five
were in the Mahas region (see Map 1), the other two comprised the two northern provinces,
Sikaut and Lower Nubia.

The province of the Mahas region, which comprised the region of the 3rd Cataract,
marked as number (1) on the map, is our subject in this part of the article. In reality, it is the
larger Nauri as the sites in these areas associated with the Nuari sites in this region include
on the west bank Kajabar to Shofain including Diffoi where the important men who lived in
Nauri were buried. It is called Tinitti (see “Osman and Edwards 2012. 248 — 249 especially
Figure 8.5.4.). Tenniti is a compound Nubian word that actually means 'dia ain Utti', dia
meaning death, ain meaning great and Utti meaning harbour. The image here was most likely
a religious academy and a series of cemeteries.

To the west of the hill on which the academy is built, we discovered two large
tombstones written in classical Greek. The two inscriptions are accessible to anyone
interested. The religious complex at the top of the hill contained a two-storey church. To the
east of this building in Halaiba are two castle houses, which are quite elaborate and well
built. Most likely these were the residence of the priests. We have not excavated the cemetery
and the two Greek inscriptions we have found are partially visible on the surface due to
severe soil erosion. In the same area, east of Shofain and an open area called Kobodi. Ko
means governor and Bood is synonymous with quarter or field. So, this was the governor's
field or quarter. Shofain is also a compound name made up of Sho (book) and ain (big), so
the word Shofien means the big book “The Bible”.

There is a church in Shofain, which stands at the back of the village towards the hill.
About 5 kilometres west of Shofain is a place called Fageenfenti (see Osman and Edwards.
2012. 234 — 235). This was a caravan station and still is. It was connected to a church and a
sagia. Several ostraca were collected from this church. We believe that this was a customs
station for trade caravans between the north and the south. A deep khor called Kofarki, which
leads to the river south of Fageenfenti and connects the official's place with the island of
Ardwan. The governor's farki is most likely the occupant of the Fageerinfinti building.

On the east bank west of Nauri, west of the elongated curve of the Slarg foot, is a
very large fortification called Malljab (see pages 406 — 408 in Osman and Edwards 2012,
especially Figure 8.39.3). It opens directly onto the Nile. This was probably the most
important harbour of Nauri. Another related site is at Massida (see page 322 to page 330,
especially Figure 8.21.6), a large complex of buildings at Allikki. Other related sites were a
church at Deffi noug, the castle houses of very fine architecture. In the hinterland of Massida
and Allikki are the famous church of Messada and engraved details of rock drawings. The
complex at Alikki appears to have been a barracks. The site of the church of Messada was a
religious neighbourhood. Allikki may also have been a residential complex for the governor
of Nauri (see Figures 8.21.18, 8.21.9 and other petroglyphs such as Figures 8.21.20 and
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8.21.21 in Osman and Edwards. 2012). The name Massida is a compound name from Masi
(Mahas in Dmgolere) and doki- Masi-N-Doki. Interestingly, the area west of Mesaida is
called Ogjinoon, which means the great man, most probably Sahib Elgebel, who was called
Azeem by some Arab travellers Arab travellers as Azeem Al-Nuba, Kabeer al-Nuba’ and
who | believe lived in Nauri.

5. Final remarks:

There has been much discussion about the character of the Nubian It was claimed
that the two great sects of Christianity, the Monophysites and the Dyophsites, predominated
in Nubia, since the missionaries who converted Nopatia and Maquria, as well as Alawa,
belonged to these two different sects. However, there was never any talk of the presence of
what Father Vantinni called Axumite Christianity in Nubia. The only moment that proves
the existence of believers of these sects was when the king of Alawa ordered the official
missionary who arrived in Alawa to kill the believers of this sect.

All in all, our findings in Nauri are very interesting and new. The worship cave in
the western mountain of Nauri clearly proves the history of the presence of believers of this
sect in Nopatia. They seem to have come to Nopatia in the early days of Christianity and
stayed there. Besides these crosses, we discovered the round building in a very crumbling
condition in the present cemetery of Nauri north of the old lorry track, as mentioned above
just behind the houses of Awlad Mustafa Khairi, who are related to my family in Mashakaila.
As we already had some difficulties and disagreements with some youngsters from Nauri
who believe that the Ottoman palace at the western Gebel is the residence of their grandfather
who they believe was the king of Nauri, we know from the detailed description of the
Ottoman traveller Sclebe who built this palace and when, and I could not have easily agreed
with their claims. We have not said anything about this round building, which to me
resembles the Axumite round church we discovered in El-daiga, the main town of Eizana
(Osman. 2013). However, this happened during the last Islamic regime, so we will be able
to reopen the building and define it. Yes, it is wise to let it rest now. In the same cemetery
there is a building “Binaya” built exactly in the style and shape of the Messaida church, but
those buried in it are 4 Muslims.

The Binaya and its shape gave me a clue. Even when | was writing my thesis on the
history of Nauri over time, | had the feeling that the character of Christianity in this region
was not comparable to that of Christianity in northern Nopatia or in Maquria. This feeling
haunted me as | copied the rock drawings of Kidintakkar in the Jedi Sabu villages. I will
include them here to show how different they are from the known churches. Later, Professor
Tahir and his team reported that they had found church petroglyphs in EI-Gaab that matched
the Jedi and Nuri ones.

Could the Christians who drew these churches on the rocks of Kidintkkar and
possibly in still unknown places in Nubia have drawn these churches only in their
imaginations or were their churches built in the same style as they experienced and possibly
prayed in?
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Abstract

Work on the Integrated Archaeological Project in North Kordofan, which is managed by the Department of
Archeology - faculty of Arts -University of Khartoum, began in 2008 and included a number of seasons. The
work was particularly focused on the 2014 and 2016 seasons in the Kordofan Mountains area, which is located
east of the city of El Obeid and at its main entrance. The highway linking the city of El Obeid to the country’s
capital (Khartoum) divided the mountains into two northern and southern parts, each of which includes a number
of mountains, all of which were surveyed over two consecutive seasons, where the southern part was surveyed
first in the 2014-2015 season, and the northern part secondly in the 2014-2015 season. 2015 -2016. The results
of the survey revealed many sites representing various periods and several types of sites. It is certain that this
mountainous region, despite its rugged terrain and environmental conditions, contains important archaeological
sites that should be included in the map of Sudanese antiquities. Archaeological work must also continue until
the region gains its archaeological importance and identity, especially since this national wealth is vulnerable
to disappearance due to human and natural factors.

Keywords: North Kordofan, Kordofan Mountains, El Obeid, Archaeology
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The basic survey rules for working on the North Kordofan project initially focused
on selecting areas from different directions of the state so that we could obtain a
comprehensive preliminary knowledge of the types and periods of sites throughout the state,
especially since the state’s area is vast (Adam. H. A). This plan may also help us focus on
conducting other studies, such as social, environmental, folkloric, and other studies. In
addition to knowing the areas where work needs to be focused or saved if necessary. Another
critical issue included in the plan is linking areas with similar archaeological phenomena to
the Nile regions in order to open the door to comparative and other studies. This
comprehensive concept in survey work will help us greatly to study the antiquities of Sudan
as a single crucible, even if their locations or periods differ.

The mountainous survey area is located about 20 kilometers east of the city of El
Obeid. These mountains enjoy a strategic location, environmental protection, tourism
resources, and finally archaeological importance after the discovery of many sites there. The
geological structure of the Kordofan Mountains is considered one of the oldest geological
formations in the region, as its formation dates back to the Precambrian era (Whiteman,
1971: 772). It is a complex rock formation consisting of many types of igneous, rainwater,
and metamorphic rocks. As for igneous rocks, they are formations of granite, feldspar, and
transparent quartz, while metamorphic rocks include gneiss, schist of all kinds, mica, granite,
guartzite, and crystalline limestone.

From an archaeological standpoint, this mountainous region has not been subject to
any type of archaeological work, and what the mission did over two consecutive seasons
represents the first work there. The work included a complete survey of all fifteen mountains
located south of the city highway, and seventeen mountains located north of the road. In
addition to conducting some test probes for some of them, such as Jabal Al Ain.
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Survey techniques used:

The method of scanning by foot using positioning and direction devices is
considered one of the most accurate types of surveying, as it depends entirely on accuracy
in determining the location and determining its boundaries, except in certain cases such as
the area of the site being wide, or its location in rugged areas such as swamps.

The work team relied on this method to spread throughout the site, collect
information, define its boundaries, and monitor its various phenomena. The survey included
climbing the mountains themselves, except in some cases where the topographic nature of
the mountain does not allow climbing it, such as Mount Elixir. The surveyor then uploads
the location using a GPS device and takes some samples for study.

The Survey — field Work:

The number of mountains in the region, both southern and northern, is fourteen, all
of which were surveyed in two seasons. The southern side which we surveyed first contained
five mountains which are:

1. Kordofan Mountain:

The significance of the mountain stems first from its name (Hwida. M. A 2017: 43),
which was given to the whole group. The mountain contains (6) sites, most of which are
settlement and burials. Most burials sites contained two shapes of tombs, the first being oval
and the second being circular, both surrounded by quartz and quartzite stones and devoid of
middle. The settlement sites included a number of pottery sherds and grinding stones (upper
and lower). The distinctive site is Site No. (6), which is located at the foot of the mountain
and contains a water tank (they used an exceptionally an exceptionally large, hollow rock in
the middle to store water, or perhaps it was hollowed out). Directly below is the foundation
of buildings, and scattered around them are sherds of pottery decorated with geometric
shapes, but they are poorly made.

e

. 3> O . o

Fig (1) Kordofan Mountains
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Fig (2). Tanks of water in Kordofan Mountain
2. Al Ein Mountain:

This mountain is an extended chain separated by a number of depressions. This
name was given to it because there is a hole in which water collects at the bottom of the
mountain, and when viewed from the top of the mountain it looks like an eye. This mountain
contains (16) sites. The sites surround the mountain on all sides (but most of them are similar
in general description).

Settlement sites contain remains of the foundations of square buildings (possibly
dating back to the Islamic period), pottery sherds (especially Neolithic), and grinding stones.
It is noted that a large number of hammers are spread.

The burial sites contain oval-shaped tombs, empty in the middle and surrounded by
medium and small-sized rocks.

Fig. 3. Al Ein Mountain
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3. Al Ein Al Sefia:

The mountain contains (7) sites, most of which extend over a wide area and are
located in the western direction of the mountain.

The burials look like low mounds covered with quartz pebbles. To the south of it
appears a building belonging to the cemeteries. It is the remains of a stone building
containing a number of graves. It appears to belong to sheikhs or Sufis, called locally by the
name Banya. Outside the buildings there are a number of graves, but their external
appearance has disappeared due to the use of the area by shepherds.

The settlement sites contained a number of landmarks. At Site No. 3, there is a huge
wall built of stones connecting two separate sections of the mountain. The width of the wall
is 4.5 meters. It appears that its purpose is to reserve water for use during periods of drought
(it may be a dam). Site No. (6), it contains the remains of rectangular buildings with a base
made of the stones of the mountain itself. Site No. (7), it contains the remains of an ancient
wall and a built-in room. Made of stone, there are also some parts of buildings in the corners
of the wall, and they may have been the remains of watchtowers.

Site No. (4) contains the remains of square stone buildings (4.5 m long and 4 m
wide), which were probably Banya, and contained two graves inside them. Oral narratives
in the area suggest that they belonged to a man named Taglawi, whose origins go back to
the Sinnar state (1504 AD).

As for the rest of the sites, most of them contain many tools such as grinding stones
and pottery pieces, but site no. (5) contains larger quantities than others.

4. Alixeer Mountain:

The mountain contains (6) sites, most of which are located on its southwestern side,
and it is a single smooth rock that is difficult to climb.

Site No. (1) is located to the north of the mountain and contains pottery sherds dating
back to the Neolithic period, in addition to millstones made of quartzite and granite. There
are also remains of stone tools, but they are poorly made.

Two types of burials have been identified:

The oval one is surrounded by white stones and white pebbles cover the surface of
the tomb, while the second circular one is covered in the same shape as the oval tomb.

Sites No. 3 and 4 contain large quantities of remains of stone tool manufacturing
and poorly made pottery fragments, in addition to stone hammers.

Sites No. 5 and 6 contain poorly made pottery remains, in addition to stone tools
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and grinding tools.

It contains 6 sites and is located to the southwest of Mount Al Ain and Daghim,
which is a single smooth rock that is difficult to climb.

Fig. (4). Alixeer Mountain
5. Deghaim Mountain:

The mountain contains (7) sites, most of which are in the east, southeast, and west
directions. The settlement sites contained large quantities of pottery fragments, grinding
stones, ash, and some bones, in addition to holes drilled in a large number of mountain rocks.
There are also many low mounds of small quartz boulders, which appear to be tombs, but
have been damaged by erosion.

As for the two sites located east of the mountain, they are the remains of circular
and oval burials surrounded by stones, some of which were filled with white gravel. The
surface of the site is scattered with pottery fragments. Most of the sites date back to the
Neolithic and Islamic periods, while a few are unknown.

Fig. (5). Deghaim Mountain
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The north side of the high way contained nine mountains, which are:
6. Al Grawed Mountain:

It is one of the largest sites in the region, as it is located near the highway road and
consists of (8) sites, including settlements and cemeteries.

The surfaces of the sites contain a large number of pottery fragments, and also
contain a number of grinding stones carved on some of the rocks scattered around the
mountain, in addition to hammers or so-called gang rocks.

The cemeteries contained a large number of circular shaped graves of variedvaried
sizes, some of which were empty in the middle and surrounded by pebbles around them,
while others were small hills covered with small pebbles. The circular type is also found
surrounded by large, rough sandstones. This type was found on the western slope of the
mountain. It is clear that many of these graves were washed away by rainwater, especially
towards the north.

Fig. (6). General view Al Grawed Mountain

7. Al Gerawed East Mountain:

This mountain contains (7) sites, most of which are oval and circular burials
surrounded by small quartz rocks, some of which are empty in the middle or filled with
stones.

The site is full of hammers and pieces of decorative pottery dating back to the
Neolithic period, in addition to grinding stones, especially the upper ones.
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Fig. (7). General view of Al Grawed East
8. Tong Goldong Mountain:

The mountain contains (8) sites in which there are many burials, especially on the
northeastern side, where the graves are either empty in the middle or surrounded by quartz
stones, while the oval shape contains a lot of pebbles.

As for settlement sites, pottery fragments and pestles abound on their surfaces. What
is different here is that the area north of the mountain contains a number of building
foundations that were built of quartz stones and coarse sandstone. This part also contains
large quantities of pottery shards, which are believed to be a kiln area for pottery making.
Pottery pipes and a large amount of iron slag are also available in abundance.

The northern direction of the mountain contained a number of large hills, and after
examining them, the foundations of buildings of different sizes and sizes were revealed.

Fig. (8). General View of Tong Goldong Mountain

336



Hwida M. Adam. The Archaeology of N. Kordofan. Adab, Issue 52/2, (Special Issue for the Golden Jubilee of the Dept. of Archaeology) January 2025
9. Arnika Mountain:

The mountain contains (9) sites, which contain burial sites, which are circular and
oval graves, some of which are topped with white pebbles and quartzite, while others are
empty in the middle and surrounded by quartzite stones.

As for the settlement sites, they were buildings with circular shapes whose perimeter
ranged from 4 m to 5.4 m, and square buildings whose sides ranged from 6 m to 6.10 m. The
presence of remains of building walls helped in taking these measurements.

These buildings were built of quartzite stones and coarse sandstone. The tools
included pestles, millstones, and pottery shards, from which the black color was found for
the first time.

Fig. (9). General view of Arnika Mountain

10. Small Arnika Mountain:

The mountain is a small mountainous hill and contains one site full of circular and oval
burials, and also contains pottery shards and grinding stones.

11. Um Mareh Al Kabeer Mountain:

The mountain was clearly full of grave sites, but it has been destroyed by concrete
and earth-bearers and farmers. There are some scattered tools, such as pottery shards and
grinding stones on the surface of the site.

12. Um Mareh Al Sageer Mountain:

The mountain includes two settlement and burial sites; it concentrated in the
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northeastern parts of it. The burial site contains circular tombs surrounded by rocks, while
settlement site appears to be large in size, as it extends over wide distances, and its surface
is filled with hammers, grinding stones, and pottery sherds.

13. Ali Wad Gomah Mountain:

The mountain contains four sites. In the eastern part of it, a large rock was found,
the edges of which contained a number of graves. The southeastern side also contained a
number of circular and oval graves surrounded by rocks. What caught the attention of the
work team was the presence of a number of modern graves that were buried over the old
one. There were also no tools on site.

Fig. (10). General view of Ali Wad Gomah Mountain

14. Abu Khezan Mountain:

The mountain contains (8) sites and tombs were found in the southwestern,
northeastern, and eastern sides. They are oval-shaped tombs surrounded by quartzite rocks,
and the surface of the tombs is spread with pestles, millstones, and pottery fragments, which
date back to the Neolithic era and were found in large quantities.

As for the eastern side, a large building was found with a foundation made of
mountain rocks, and its internal parts were exposed due to the presence of parts of its walls.
The survey team believes that the building is a foundation, as its dimensions are (14.10 m *
10.6 m), and its wall is one meter thick, and it is close to the building. A rock was found
with a number of holes that may have been used as hammers.

338



Hwida M. Adam. The Archaeology of N. Kordofan. Adab, Issue 52/2, (Special Issue for the Golden Jubilee of the Dept. of Archaeology) January 2025

Fig. (11). Abu Khezan Mountain
15. Al Ggedyat (Gerawees As Sara) Mountain:

The mountain contains two sites, one of which is a cemetery consisting of a number
of large circular graves, and its surface contains a number of hammers and grinding stones.
In the northwestern direction, there is a foundation for two buildings made of stone, and
there may be other buildings, but the density of weeds prevented them from appearing, in
addition to the presence of a number of rocks in which a number of holes were found.

Fig. (12). Al Ggedyat (Gerawees As Sara) Mountain

As for the Kordofan Mountains, they have been completely surveyed, and all their
sites are either under environmental, demographic, or urban .threat.

e More than half of them are burial sites (about 52%), while the settlement sites in
them amount to 32%, and those shared by more than one type amount to about 7.5%
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(most of them are settlements and burials), and the next percentage is for quarry,
tank, and workshop sites, and the lowest percentages of sites Which we don't know.

The sites periods were concentrated between the Late Neolithic period (7 sites), the
Islamic period (23 sites), and the Christian period (two sites), while the region was
completely devoid of what remained of the civilizational sequence of Sudanese archaeology.

About half of the sites (40) did not know their exact periods for a number of reasons,
including the exposure of these sites to a lot of destruction by humans, and climatic factors.

There are a number of (9) composite sites (whales of more than one period), most
of which are collected between the late Neolithic and Islamic periods.

e Most of the types of sites that were surveyed were concentrated in the Kordofanian
mountains between are Stone Age and the Islamic periods, and Few of them are
Christian, and there were no intermediate periods in between.

e Most of these sites are either residence or burial sites, which are not far from each
other

e Most of these sites are located below the mountains or between their joints, and the
mountain tops are devoid of them except in two sites where they are linked to the
presence of water sources at the top of the two mountains.

e The artifacts varied between stones, grinding tools, pottery shreds, bone tools, shells
and some other few tools.

e Through historical writings, this region was entered by scattered Arab tribes who
exploited it by various means that led to the disappearance of many of its features.

e The heavy rain along with the slope of the area led to the washing away of many
tools

e The residents practice the professions of grazing and agriculture in abundance

e In addition to other reasons related to the specialization of archaeology, it can be
determined later after excavations.

Analysis:

The Kordofan Mountains region is considered one of the richest archaeological
regions, although work on it began late.

The number of mountains in it reached about (80) sites, varying between settlement
and burials. As for their periods, most of them were limited to two periods: the Neolithic,
and the Islamic period.

Settlement Sites:

The settlement includes two types of sites:

The first, its surface contained archaeological artefacts and extended over large
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areas, the smallest of which reached 1 km, and the widest to 4 km.

The second contained the foundations of the buildings with the presence of
archaeological artifacts around it. The buildings included two forms of construction: the first
was circular, whose perimeter ranged from 5 to 8 m, and the second had an organized shape
(rectangular or square), whose dimensions ranged between (6 m - 4 m for the rectangle).
And (4 square meters - 4 square meters per square).

What remains of these buildings are their foundations or part of their walls, and they
were all built from stones from the mountains that are located near them.

In addition to historical monuments, it seems that prehistory constituted a significant
proportion of the sites that were surveyed. Through the excavation conducted by M. A.
Hayati, it became clear that this region is full of sites of the prehistoric Period, especially the
Neolithic one, and this is evident from the multiplicity of its tools. Hayati, through the
excavation he conducted in the Jabal al-Ain, linked the people of that period to the Middle
and Late Holocene era (Hayati, 2017: 44).

Fig. (13). Remains of a Flg (14). Foundation of a Fig. (15). One of the old

wall and rooms of stone — circular stone building — hafeer in the Tong Qaldang
Jebal Al Ain Al Sifia Jebal Arnika area that was reused
Burial Sites:

The area was dominated by two types of burials: -

The first is the circular shape.

The second is oval shape.

Both of them varied, including the upper cover, whose types varied between: -
Covered with gravel and slightly above the ground

Surrounded by quartzite stones and devoid of a middle

Surrounded by quartz or quartzite stones and stuffed with pebbles
Topped with pebbles.

The sizes of these graves also varied, whether round or oval, ranging from medium
to small.
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Fig. (16). Circular tombs Empty from the Fig. (17). Circular tombs surrounded by
middle and surrounding with quartzite quartzite stones and filling with white
stones — Al Ain Mountain

Fig. (18). Small circular tombs
surrounding and filled with quartzite pebbles
stones

Fig. (20). Ancient and Modern toms — Jebal Ali Wad G
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The Artifacts:

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

Fig. (21). Iron Slag -Tong Goldong
Mountain

The artifacts varied and included:

Pottery pieces, which varied in their periods between Neolithic pottery and Islamic
pottery. In one of the sites, they were found in large quantities, so it is likely that it
was a site for its manufacture.

Grinding stones (upper and lower): - Found in most sites, they are found in three
forms:

Made of rough sandstone

Made of fine sandstone

Carved on mountain rocks

The hammers stones also vary in size, ranging from medium to small, and their
shapes range from round to oval.

Stone artifacts, although they were found in small quantities, were clear evidence of
their period

Iron scraps were found in one of the sites along with the presence of pottery pipes.

™ ™

3 f { ’
Fig. (3). Scattering of archaeological Fig. (24). Pottery Sherds- from Jebal
artifacts in the surface of Al Ggedyat Alixeer

(Gerawees As Sara) Mountain
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Fig. (25). Pipe pottery sherd - Goldong Fig. (26. Grinding drilling on rocks — |

Mountain Jebal Deghim
e el

R

X Wil
nt holes

Fig. (27). Rocks used for grinding — Al ' Fig. (27). Differe in oh rock of
Greweed Sherg Al Grawed (1)

Conclusions and Results:

Although mountains are landforms that rise above the surface of the earth at varying
heights, they are considered symbolic and of utmost importance in archaeology.
Archaeologically, mountains are the ground for many kinds of sites, such as inscriptions,
murals, quarries, caves, and sometimes sculpting temples.

In the intellectual concept of ancient mankind, mountains are symbolic of the rise,
loftiness, and advancement. The evidence for this is that most archaeological sites, whether
settlement or burials, have been built near or around them. The idea of settlement depends
on taking advantage of the resources around it. The mountain is physically dependent on it
for the provision of building materials, etc., and morally, it is natural protection for
everything that is harmful.

The importance of the Kordofan Mountains geographically lies in its distribution of
various rainwater resources from khiran, small valleys for large parts of the region, as well
as an essential source of wind movements, as well as its security protection for the city of El
Obeid, especially in the eastern part of the region (Ahmed I. Alfaig, 2011;12).

After the survey conducted in the seasons 2014-2015 and 2015-2016, the
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archaeological importance of these mountains became apparent, which may change many
concepts related to Sudanese culture and civilization and expand the scope of their sites.

The survey results revealed 80 sites of varying types, including settlements, burials,
or a combination of both, in addition to the site of the water tank, quarries, pottery
workshops, and others. There are also a few sites whose types could not be identified due to
their destruction and devastation by a number of factors.
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Map No. (2) Surveyed Area of By The researcher 2022

Site Settlement Burial Workshop ~ More than Un Others Total
one types known
Jebal 4 2 - 1 (settlement - - 7
Kordofan + burial)
Jebel Al 5 1 - - - - 6
Eain Al
Jebel Al 2 1 - 1 (settlement 1(Tank) 5
Eain Al + burial)
Sefia
Jebal Elixir 4 1 1 - - - 6
Jebal 4 2 - 1 - - 7
Deghaim (Settlement+
Workshop)
Jebal Al 1 5 - - 1 1 8
Gerawed (Quarry)
Jebal Al 2 5 - - - - 7
Gerawed
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East

Jebal Tong
Goldong

6 - 1 - 1 8
(Settlement+ (Quarry)
Workshop)

Jebal
Arnika

7 - - - - 9

Jebal
Arnika

Jabal Um
Mareh Al
Kabeer

'
'
-

- - 1 (Burial +
Settlement)

Jabal Um
Marah Al
Sageer

Ali Wad
Gomah

Abu
Khezan

6 - 1(Burial + - - 8
Settlement

Jebal Al
Ggedyat
(Gerawees
As Sara)

Total

26

42 2 6 1 3 80

Table No. (1) Types of Sites of Gebal Kordofan

Types of Sites of Gebal Kordofan

il Quarry )
Unknown. "%

More than ane
type
Settlement
Warkshop _ &
284

Burial_/

52

Fig (28) Types of Sites of Gebal Kordofan
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The periods of the mountain sites also varied, but most of them were centered around
the Neolithic and Islamic periods. There may have been a number of reasons for this long
gap, but future excavations may reveal this explanation gap. There are some sites whose
periods have not been revealed due to their destruction or the lack of features of their tools.

Sites

Jebal Kordofan
Jebel Al Eain Al Sefia
Jebel Al Eain

Jebal Elixir

Jebal Deghaim

Jebal Al Gerawed

Jebal Al Gerawed East

Jebal Tong Goldong
Jebal Arnika

Jebal Arnika

Jabal Um Mareh Al
Kabeer

Jabal Um Mareh Al
Sageer

Ali Wad Gomah
Jabal Abu Khezan

Jebal Al Ggedyat
(Gerawees As Sara)
Total

Prehistory Christian Islamic Unknown
(Neolithic)

- - 7 -

- 1 3 1

- - 2 1
4 - - 1
- - 5 1
1 - 1 5
1 1 - 4

- - 3 5
1 - 1 7

- - - 1
- - - 2

- - - 1
- - - 4

- - 1 5

- - - 2
7 2 23 40

Table No. (2) Period of Sites of Gebal Kordofan

Joined

3 (Neolithic+
Islamic

1 (Neolithic+
Islamic)

1 (Neolithic+
Islamic

1 (Unknown +
Islamic)

1 (Neolithic+
Islamic

2 (Neolithic+
Islamic

T
ot

o oo

There are many reasons that may lead to the disappearance of many of these sites
in the near future, and this may be due to a large number of negative factors:

e Urban sprawl, and agricultural encroachment towards the mountainous area
e The use of the area by the army for training
e Confusion in policies and failure to activate the antiquities law in the state's public

departments

e Other problems related to environmental and climatic factors such as erosion,
desert encroachment, and winds.
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Meroitic Urbanism and Settlement Patterns in the
‘Island of Meroe®:
Discoveries from (Hammadab), Kabushiya

Dr. Abdelmonim Ahmed Abdalla Babiker
Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, International University of Africa

Abstract

Hamadab is an archaeological site located 3 km south of Meroe City on the eastern bank of the Nile. It thrived
during the Meroitic period, spanning from the 3rd century BC to the 4th century AD. Excavations began in
2000/2001 through a collaboration of Sudanese and German team, yielding significant discoveries such as
monumental stelae and a bronze statuette depicting the Meroitic god Sebiumeker. Current research efforts
include mapping the settlement, conducting stratigraphic excavations, and investigating Meroitic iron
metallurgy. The site is named after the Jaaliyin family and the indigenous Dom palms, and it plays a vital role
in enhancing our understanding of the daily lives of ordinary people within the Kingdom of Kush. While much
research has focused on royal burials and temple constructions, information regarding the lives of common
citizens has remained limited. This research presents the findings from recent investigations at Hamadab,
providing a comprehensive understanding of the non-elite population. It reveals important details about domestic
quarters, family organization, diet, and material culture. The town primarily consisted of sun-dried mud brick—
a common building material in the region since ancient times—and featured architectural elements reminiscent
of fortified settlements in Egypt and the Near East. However, the lack of evidence for military activity suggests
that Hamadab served as a typical urban settlement rather than a military outpost.

Keywords: Hamadab, daily life, ordinary people, domestic quarters, Kingdom of Kush
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Introduction

The Domat-el Hamadab project is dated back to 2000/2001 by initiative to launch
joint excavations expedition promoting archaeological training of Sudanese and German
students by, Professor Ali Barri, Vice-Chancellor of Shendi University, and Steffen Wenig,
Professor at Humboldt University of Berlin (head of project of German team: Pawel Wolf,
co-director of Sudanese team: Abdelmonim Ahmed Abdalla). National Corporation for
Antiquities and Museums joint the project in 2001.

Starting from 2001 to 2006 the project operations started by mapping the Meroitic
settlement by large scale surface clearings, geophysical prospection, excavations at town’s
temple, first stratigraphic soundings, rescue excavations of endangered Meroitic graves on
the South Mound, protection measures against illegal land seizure.

Until 2006 the project was funded by private donations, the cooperation partners and
the voluntary initiative and gratuitous help of students and scholars.

Since 2007: stratigraphic excavations of the town’s main features complement the
surface cleanings, cooperation with the German Archaeological Institute (DAl)and the
project Meroe Royal Baths, join project Hamadab und Merogé funded since 2008 by the DAI
and the German Research Fund (DFG).

In 2012 a team of University College London/Qatar started research on Meroitic
iron metallurgy at the North Mound, large scale ground penetrating radar conducted in the
Town.

Since 2013: funding by the Nubian Archaeological Development Organization
(Qatar-Sudan Archaeological Project QSAP), project housed at the Orient Department of the
DAl and at the Faculty of Arts of Shendi University, cooperation with the Beuth University
of Applied Sciences.

In 2014 detailed map of the Town and schematic plan finalized, site management
and protection measures, start of landscape-archaeological research on the history of natural
environment and human occupation in the Meroe-Kabushiya region.

Domat el-Hamadab
Domat el-Hamadab is the first urban town revealed with its full plan on the east bank

of the Nile in the region of present Butana just 3 km south of Meroe City. Fig(1&2). It
flourished in the Meroitic period (3™ century BC to 4" century AD).
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Fig (2): Hamadab and Meroe.
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The site HAMADAB takes its name from Hamad of the Jaaliyin, whose family —
according to oral accounts — settled at this place about 300 years ago. While DOMA refers
to the Dom palms growing on the site.

Compared to our ample knowledge of Kushite temple building and royal burials,
virtually nothing is known about what life was like for the ordinary people in the kingdom.
Hamadab is one of the few archaeological sites in Northern Sudan, where good preservation
adds to a comprehensive picture of living conditions of a non-elite population in the “Island
of Meroe” in Middle Nile Valley (Anderson and Salah. 2008).Fig (3).

The Island of Meroe

Fig (3): The Island of Meroe. After(Anderson, J. & Salah eldin Mohamed Ahmed, 2008).

Archaeological research at Hamadab focuses on town’s domestic quarters to gain
information on the daily life of its residents, their family organization, household activities,
diet and material culture.

Latest research has contributed to the first complete map of a Meroitic urban
settlement (Goldman et al. 2007).

Throughout all its occupation periods (ca. 300 BC to 400 AD) the town was almost
entirely built of sun-dried mud brick — the effective and easily available building material
that offers comfortable indoor conditions in hot climates. This traditional African adobe
architecture was common in the Middle Nile Valley since the 3 millennium BC and is still
used in Sudan.
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Remarkably, the Town shows certain similarities with fortified settlements of the 1%
to 4" centuries AD in Egypt and the Near East reminiscent of Roman military forts. Like the
principia in Roman forts, the temple at Hamadab was situated opposite the town gate at the
end of a main street (Wolf. 2002, 2004).Fig (4).

Fig (3): Complete plan of the Temple (Reconstruction)

However, no clear evidence for military use of the Town has been found so far. The
archaeological evidence suggests that Meroitic Hamadab was an ordinary urban town and
that most of its houses were primarily residential buildings for common people following an
urban lifestyle. Fig (5&6).

Fig (5). Finds from Hamadab (Domestic)
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Fig (6). Finds from Hamadab

Visiting Hamadab in 1914, John Garstang director of the University of Liverpool
excavations at Meroe unearthed two monumental stelae covered with Meroitic cursive script
that were attached to a small temple, typical for Meroitic official architecture (Garstang et
al. 1911).Fig (7).

Fig (7). Hamadab Stelae of Amanirenas and Akinidad. After (Garstang, etal. 1911)
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Amongst the preserved cult furniture and votive objects, there was a wonderful
bronze statuette. This figure revealed features of the Indigenous Meroitic god Sebiumeker
which apparently was a member of the ‘divine crew’ of a procession bark. It can stylistically
be attributed to the late 3" or early 2" century BC. Fig (8).
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Fig (7). Small bronze statuette of the Meroitic god Sebiumeker

The Hamadab building reproduces the architectural features of a higher authority
or an administrative institution to control the town’s communal or commercial matters.

Conclusion:

As the first urban town revealed with its full plan, Hamadab is a good example to
study living conditions in the Nile valley during Meroitic times, featuring a temple,

administrative buildings, fortifications, storage facilities, common housing and industrial
areas.

The greater Meroe region might therefore be characterized as the kingdom’s grain |
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basket, which provided surpluses of staple food for the surrounding regions and settlements.
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