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Abstract

This research analyzes the problems that beset the interrogative as a rhetorical term. Therefore, it presents the
terminological imbalances that accompany the term and discusses the differing opinions of scholars regarding
the abstraction of what comes out of its tools to something other than what has been defined for it by a term, or
the retention of these tools with the meaning of an interrogative. It also presents the multiplicity of metaphorical
meanings produced by some tools. The scholars disagreed about these meanings, as well as the call to exclude
the subject of the interrogative from the rhetorical lesson. All of this is through Qur’anic and poetic evidence in
which these problems are realized.

Keywords: interrogative - rhetorical - terminological imbalances - term - poetic
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Abstract

The heritage re-reading and exploring its depths is a necessity required by communication; to revive the ancient
heritage. It is the recipient role to complete the missing circles by sensing the elements of creativity and
interrogating the heritage and questioning it to enrich it by adding many modern critical approaches. Therefore,
this research entitled (The speech synthesis, the Originality of the Concept and the Modernity of the Approach -
A Reading in the Light of Modern Criticism ). It aims to read the rhetorical and critical heritage in the light of
modern criticism, and to establish an Arab rhetorical critical approach that has a firm root and a branch in the
modern criticism, anticipating the horizons of modern approaches and extending its roots to the Arab rhetorical
heritage, for fear that our students will stray into the paths of modern theories and become superficial plants
without roots, especially since there are many terms that have been frequently repeated in critical studies without
awareness; which leads to the loss of the rhetorical heritage. It does not contradict the cross-cultures based on
originality and renewal. The researcher followed the descriptive and analytical approach, and some modern
criticism approaches; to reach important results represented in the fact that stylistics is a modern literary
phenomenon with solid roots in the Arab rhetorical heritage, and that many rhetoricians preceded western
modernists in establishing these concepts, especially Abdul Qaher Al-Jurjani in his books (Dala'il Al-1'jaz) and
(Asrar Al-Balaghah).

Keywaords: Speech synthesis - Stylistics - Modern Criticism
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Abstract

This study deals with the grammatical orientation of the readings cited by Ibn Hisham in his book " The
explanation of Shudhur al-Dhahab". The importance of this study comes in clarifying the grammatical
foundations of Ibn Hisham based on the Holy Quran. The study aims to clarify the readings cited by Ibn Hisham,
and the grammatical orientation of them. The study follows the descriptive, analytical, inductive, and deductive
approach, and through that it reaches the following results: Ibn Hisham cited the periodical readings and rarely
cited the abnormal readings. The readings represent an aspect of the breadth of the grammatical study in terms
of their orientation and preference. When Ibn Hisham mentions a reading, he does not mention its owner in most
the verses of the Quran he mentions , and few of those who mention the owner of the reading in it .This indicates
his focus on grammatical aspects and their meaning, and the study recommends researching the readings cited
by the imams of grammar.

Keywords: grammatical; Periodical ; Ibn Hisham; Shudhur al-Dhahab; readings
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Abstract

This study aimed to reveal the representations of the subaltern, and the images in which he was shown in one of
the contemporary novels is the novel (shawq Al-Darwish) by the Sudanese writer Hamour Ziada. Since cultural
criticism is the most capable approach to revealing representations, building mental images about oneself and
about the other, it was adopted as a methodological mechanism for reading in this study. The study has shown
that the subaltern in this novel was represented in more than one image, showing in its entirety the unstable
nature of his life, and the transformations that have befallen it according to cultural and social contexts. Although
the follower was subjected to persecution and violence, he did not give up, but sought to overcome this situation
by resorting to new means to speak through it, and to express his presence through it, which consisted in resisting
persecution, confronting violence with violence at times, and with love at other times, as he took from these
means a defensive strategy that freed him from his weakness and helplessness, restored his confidence in himself,
revealed his humanity, and his ability to refuse.

Keywords: Subaltern, Shawq Al-Darwish, Hamour Ziadeh, Violence, Love
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Abstract

The study aimed to introduce the city of Kassala and the Sudanese poets who wrote poetry of its beauty and
splendor. The importance of the study comes from the fact that it deals with one of Sudan’s beautiful cities, and
sheds light on the poetry that was written about it. The study followed the descriptive analytical method. The
study reached a number of results, including: The city of Kassala is one of the Sudanese cities that is
distinguished by the diversity of its natural tourist attractions. The poems she wrote described her wonderful
nature, beauty, and creative person. The city of Kassala is one of the most beautiful cities in Sudan. The study
recommended paying attention to studying other Sudanese cities.

Keywords: Kassala, Sudanese poets, Sudanese cities, Sudanese poetry
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Abstract

The paper examines the Enlightenment as a philosophical and intellectual movement. The aim of the study of the
subject is to clarify a period of that epoch called the Age of Enlightenment, as this name was appropriate when
thought began to free itself from restrictions. It also shows that the philosophy of the (Enlightenment) emphasizes
the value of natural reason but rejects any revelation and anything that can be attributed to divine providence
and divine goodness. This confirms that it focused on the sanctification of the mind and the criticism of
arbitrariness. The topic gains its importance by clarifying the essence of the concept of the Age of Enlightenment
and emphasizing the prominent position of the spirit and freedom among Enlightenment philosophers. The
descriptive analytical method was used in this study. It came to the following conclusions, among others: There
is no enlightenment unless one returns to the mind and prevents everything that interferes with the freedom of
rational thought from being controlled. Furthermore, the mind must be freed from the dominance of sanctifying
people, and the mind must acquire the ability to critically analyze.

Keywords: philosophy, Enlightenment, rationalism, Voltaire, Renaissance, Europe
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Abstract

The concept of tolerance acquired several meanings in the Qur'anic discourse and within its ethical system that
embodied the sublimest forms of religious, intellectual and social tolerance. It was embodied in varied forms
through the diversity of human consciousness forms in history. It also extended to include the political, social
and religious aspects. Philosophy was one of the most important intellectual fields that worked on entrenching
it in the human mind with its theoretical and applied dimensions. The study addressed the issue of tolerance
between the Qur'anic discourse and modern and contemporary philosophy, and the importance of this concept
in peaceful coexistence between peoples. The problem of the study stems from the need for a comprehensive
comparative study of the concept of tolerance from an Islamic perspective compared to Western philosophical
views. The objectives of the study include identifying the philosophical and Qur'anic roots of tolerance,
comparing the two concepts, and clarifying the points of agreement and disagreement. The study used the
descriptive analytical method and the comparative method. The study concluded that there are points of
agreement between the two visions regarding respect for the freedom of others, but they differed in the way of
dealing with the concept. The study also demonstrated the superiority of the Islamic perspective in establishing
the concept of tolerance. The study came out with a number of recommendations, the most important of which
are: developing plans to spread a culture of tolerance, correcting misconceptions about it, and preparing
educational programs for young people to promote this culture.

Keywords: tolerance; philosophy; Qur'anic discourse; comparison; culture
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the educational role of educational institutions in treating leisure time with Islamic
activities. The study followed the descriptive analytical approach and the deductive approach. The study reached
a set of results, the most prominent of which are: - Educational institutions have a major educational role in
educating Muslim youth about the value of time. Islamic education developed Conditions for practicing activities,
including that engaging in them does not lead to negligence in religious dutiem such as negligence in performing
prayers. The study recommended a set of recommendations to activate the educational role of educational
institutions in addressing the problem of leisure time among Muslim youth The most prominent of which are: -
Establishing digital channels between these institutions (family - mosque - school - and the media) in support of
their role in addressing the problem of leisure time.

Keywords: educational institutions - leisure time - Islamic activities
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Abstract

This paper discusses the economic and social system in the Third Cataract region (el-Mahas), it is one of the
systems that has not received extensive study, and these systems are considered the backbone of any political
entity. The paper attempts to highlight the most important types of these systems present in the Third Cataract
region. What is distinctive about this economy is that it is diverse (agricultural, commercial, craft industries,
fisheries, etc. ), in addition to the social system that exists within it. This is because the aim of the research is to
introduce these systems, which are useful in our understanding of the interaction between the indigenous people
in the study area and the strangers who mix with them.

Keywords: Economic and social system, The third Cataract, EImahas, The Nubia, Prehistory
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Abstract

Archaeology is concerned with the development of the past of the human's culture and its change across time,
and the human's culture is deeply cumulative; its early origins began within the natural environment, and then
the human gradually established his special environments. On the other hand, the explanation in archaeology
depends on a group of applied and human sciences that adapted it according to the specific theoretical
approaches. By using the historical method, description, and analysis, this article tries to enrich the Arabic
archaeological library by reviewing how the explanations in archaeology integrate with some of the
environmental sciences and assessing the relationship between the natural environment and the cultural
development according to some examples of civilizational entities from the Middle Nile area. The article
concluded that this area represents a unique example for the dynamic relationship between the environment, the
human, and cultural development. It also concluded that the mutual influence represents the greater feature, in
addition to the environmental diversity enriched the adaptation relationship between the human groups and their
natural environment. The article recommends supporting more future research that investigates the issue of the
environment of ancient Middle Nile civilizations and their impact on the cultural development.

Keywords: Archaeological Explanation- Environment- Interdisciplinary Approaches- Cultural Development
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Abstract

Technology integration and professional development are crucial for enhancing English as a Foreign Language
(EFL) teaching quality and outcomes. This study utilized a mixed-method technique to investigate the perceptions
on technologies and development strategies among a randomly-selected sample of 33 EFL teachers from
different colleges in various Arab countries. A questionnaire (N=33) and 14 interviews provided descriptive data
on tools like blended learning and videoconferencing, collaborative/self-directed development approaches, and
perceived impacts on teaching and learning. Interviews offered deeper insights. Teachers expressed confidence
in technology use and agreed on benefits, aligning with literature. However, gaps remained in supporting
adoption through adequate training, online development opportunities, and realization of impacts. Key
challenges were resources, customized assistance, addressing evolving needs, and motivation. Quantitative
results evidenced greater effectiveness of technology-focused versus general professional development.
Qualitative findings explicated patterns. Overall, despite positive perceptions, comprehensive, sustained,
multidimensional support tailored to dynamic contexts appears vital for maximizing technology integration
benefits to advance English teaching in Arab countries. This emphasizes the relationship between technology
and professional development for Arab EFL educators.

Keywords: technology integration, professional development, Arab EFL teachers, blended learning, online training
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1. Introduction

English language education plays a crucial role in developing communicative skills
among learners in Arab countries (Banditvilai, 2016; Isperdon, 2023). However, Arab
English as a foreign language (EFL) teachers face ongoing challenges in enhancing teaching
outcomes due to factors such as inadequate access to professional development opportunities
and issues integrating technology into instruction (ibid). Recognizing these challenges,
researchers have increasingly examined approaches to strengthen EFL teaching quality for
Arab educators (ibid).

A growing body of literature emphasizes the significance of integrating technology and
providing targeted professional development to help teachers adopt pedagogically-sound
uses of educational technologies (Banditvilai, 2016; Isperdon, 2023; Nami et al., 2016).
Research has explored strategies like blended learning, videoconferencing-based training,
and lesson study practices to enhance teachers' digital and reflective skills (ibid). Scholars
also highlighted the benefits of collaborative development approaches including
professional learning communities as well as self-directed techniques like peer coaching and
action research (Vo & Nguyen, 2010; Okpe & Onjewu, 2017). While these studies provide
valuable insights, more research is warranted considering the rapidly evolving technological
landscape and needs of Arab EFL teachers, logically connecting ideas with transitional
phrases.

The purpose of this paper is to enhance understanding of technology integration and
professional development aspects for Arab EFL instructors through a review and synthesis
of recent empirical research. Specifically, this study aims to address the following research
questions in parallel structure:

1. What are Arab EFL teachers' self-reported levels of confidence and frequency of
use for specific technological tools like blended learning and videoconferencing
platforms?

2. How do Arab EFL teachers rank the effectiveness of different professional
development strategies they have experienced, such as online training, collaborative
communities, and self-directed learning?

3. What differences exist between teachers who integrate technology frequently versus
rarely regarding their perceived impacts on student motivation, engagement,
language skills, and their own teaching efficacy?

4. What do Arab EFL teachers identify as persistent gaps and challenges in adopting
technology and engaging in ongoing professional development?

Insights from this study can help identify priorities and guide efforts to strengthen EFL
education in Arab countries by addressing issues impacting teaching quality and student
learning outcomes. The following sections will present a review of relevant literature and
discuss key findings and implications, maintaining a clear focus on the central topic.
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2. Literature review
2.1 Technology and Professional Development in EFL Instruction

Elmahdi and AbdAlgane (2024) conducted a case study evaluating an ODL
contemporary novel program offered to English as a foreign language (EFL) university
students in Sudan during that country's civil war in 2023. Through a descriptive analytical
research methodology utilizing surveys and statistical analysis, they examined students’
perceptions of various aspects of the program (ibid). The majority of participants felt that
the program design effectively supported their learning needs and helped develop relevant
skills despite the challenging conditions of the ongoing conflict (ibid, p. 35). However, in
terms of course delivery through online modalities, most students took a neutral stance on
the appropriateness and impact of the remote format during wartime (ibid, p. 37).

The researchers recommended enhancing infrastructure and support resources to
help mitigate the technological barriers that inhibited over 60% of students from full
participation in the ODL program (ibid). They also suggested exploring alternative study
materials and employing a hybrid delivery approach combining online and face-to-face
interactions to better accommodate learners' diverse needs and preferences in such disruptive
contexts (ibid). This case study provides valuable insights into how well-designed ODL
initiatives, with appropriate adjustments, have the potential to still facilitate students'
academic progress even amid severe instability and hardship caused by armed conflict.

Blended learning, which combines online and traditional classroom methods, has been
shown to improve language skills and learner autonomy, suggesting that technology can play
a crucial role in enhancing ELT outcomes. (Banditvilai, 2016, p. 220) Videoconferencing
platforms like Zoom and MS Teams, when used effectively, can improve EFL teachers'
competencies and maintain high-quality online interactions, highlighting the importance of
professional development in mastering these tools. (Isperdon, 2023, p. 5) Professional
development strategies in EFL teaching can lead to better teacher-learner relationships,
higher professional standards, and improved student academic performance. (Zaghar, 2016,
p. 235) Self-development strategies for EFL teachers, including self-mentoring and peer-
coaching, can enhance teacher satisfaction, respect, and growth, despite challenges like
economic downturns and unfriendly work environments. (Okpe & Onjewu, 2017, p. 475)
EFL teachers perceive lesson study practice as beneficial for their professional growth in
CALL, improving their technological pedagogical knowledge and confidence in teaching
with technology. (Nami, Marandi & Sotoudehnama, 2016, p. 658) In-service EFL teacher
development programs for technology integration in communicative language teaching
show significant improvements in teachers' knowledge, but their skills in technology
integration remain at a low level. (Kwangsawad, 2017, p. 1)

These studies suggest that effective professional development strategies for EFL
teachers include collaborative models like Critical Friends Group and Professional Learning
Communities (Vo & Nguyen, 2010, p. 205; Zonoubi, Rasekh, & Tavakoli, 2017, p. 1), self-
development strategies such as self-mentoring and journal writing (Okpe & Onjewu, 2017,

243 |



Omer Elsheikh Hago Elmahdi. Mohammed AbdAlgane. Enhancing English Language Teaching Adab, Issue 51, July 2024

p. 475), peer-supported activities like peer coaching (Melekhina & Barabasheva, 2019, no
page), and engaging in continuous improvement through action research and participation
in educational networks (Shogair & Shaaban, 2013, no page). Research indicates that both
blended learning (Banditvilai, 2016, p. 220) and videoconferencing-based education
(Isperdon, 2023, p. 5) are effective in enhancing English language teaching and learning.
Professional development, including self-development strategies (Okpe & Onjewu, 2017, p.
475) and lesson study practice (Nami, Marandi & Sotoudehnama, 2016, p. 658), plays a
crucial role in improving teachers' pedagogical skills and their ability to integrate technology
effectively (Banditvilai, 2016, p. 220; Isperdon, 2023, p. 5; Nami et al., 2016, p. 658).
Providing teachers with opportunities to develop their skills through strategies like
cooperative learning, integrating technology into lessons, and reflective practice (Pan &
Gan, 2020, p. 40) has been shown to not only enhance educator competencies but also result
in better student achievement. However, for teachers to truly realize the benefits of
technological tools in the classroom, they require continuous support and professional
development to fully incorporate digital resources into their instructional methods in
meaningful ways (Liu, 2013, p. 37). Ongoing training is crucial to supporting the effective
implementation of new practices that can transform teaching and learning outcomes (Powell
& Bodur, 2019, p. 19). Thank you for catching that - including full citations is important.
Please let me know if any other references need page numbers.

Professional development for EFL teachers is essential for enhancing teaching practices
and improving student outcomes. Various strategies have been identified to support EFL
teachers in their professional growth. Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) and
Critical Friends Group (CFG) techniques have been found to contribute to EFL teachers'
self-efficacy, with benefits including improved instructional strategies, language
proficiency, classroom management, and a sense of community among teachers, (Vo &
Nguyen, 2010, p. 205; Zonoubi, Rasekh, & Tavakoli, 2017, p. 1). Targeted interventions as
part of Professional Development Programs (PDPs), such as group presentation activities
and grading rubrics, have been shown to positively affect student motivation and
achievement, as well as change teachers' attitudes and beliefs towards teaching strategies,
(Li & Jones, 2019, p. 1494). Peer coaching is recognized as a successful professional
development technique, with EFL teachers reporting positive attitudes and high motivation
for professional growth when engaging in peer observations and feedback, (Melekhina &
Barabasheva, 2019, no page). Self-development strategies, including self-orientation, self-
mentoring, peer-coaching, and action research, are highlighted as means to enhance the
professional status of EFL teachers and lead to benefits such as increased satisfaction,
respect, and growth, (Okpe & Onjewu, 2017, p. 475). The use of social networks,
educational e-forums, and continual action research are among the most common
professional development strategies adopted by EFL and technology teachers, indicating the
importance of collaborative and reflective practices, (Shogair & Shaaban, 2013, no page).
Experiences from different contexts, such as China and Nepal, suggest that a combination
of self-directed, profession-related, peer-supported, and study-focused strategies are
effective for the professional development of EFL teachers, (Hu, 2005, no page; Joshi,
Gnawali, & Dixon, 2018, no page).

In conclusion, the most effective professional development strategies for EFL teachers
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involve collaborative and reflective practices such as PLCs (Professional Learning
Communities): Groups of educators who meet regularly to share expertise and work
collaboratively to improve teaching skills and the academic performance of students. CFGs
(Critical Friends Groups): Groups of teachers who collaborate and provide constructive
feedback to each other on classroom practices, instructional materials, student academic
achievement data, etc. peer coaching: Teachers observe each other teach and provide
feedback and suggestions for improvement. and targeted interventions within PDPs
(Professional Development Plans): Formal plans outlining goals and strategies for ongoing
professional growth and development. Additionally, self-development strategies:
Independent activities teachers do on their own, such as action research, online learning,
reading professional literature, etc. to improve practice. the use of digital platforms:
Websites, learning management systems, online communities, etc. that teachers can use to
collaborate, share resources and research, and support continuous learning.

Action research: Research conducted by teachers on an issue or problem in their own
classroom practice for the purpose of informing and improving their own instruction. are
important for fostering continuous growth and improvement in teaching practices,
synthesizing the key ideas. The collective research underscores the significance of
integrating technology and professional development in the realm of ELT. Blended learning
and videoconferencing are effective tools for enhancing language skills and teaching
competencies. Professional development, both through formal programs and self-directed
strategies, is critical for teachers to adapt to new technologies and improve their teaching
practices. These findings suggest that a comprehensive approach to teacher development,
which includes technological proficiency and reflective practices, is key to advancing ELT
for Arab EFL teachers, maintaining a clear focus on the central topic.

2.2 ChatGPT

Wardat et al. (2023, p. 10) suggest that persons who have a thorough awareness of
ChatGPT, which is an Al assistant that aims to be helpful, harmless, and honest through
conversational text generation. and its capabilities can make an informed choice about how
to use its potential, while also being aware of its possible negative effects. To achieve this
goal, individuals may need to alter their existing protocols, which can be difficult due to a
tendency to resist change. However, these reactions usually diminish when the technology
becomes a routine part of most people's daily life, especially if it is a flexible tool that is
used in various areas. Therefore, it is unlikely that opposition to change and extreme
reactions will impede the advancement of technology in realizing its maximum potential in
terms of productivity.

Acrtificial intelligence has become a ubiquitous component in many technology-
driven products that humans daily interact with. The substantial advancements in various
fields have made it possible to effectively employ extensive language models for a broad
range of purposes. The authors assert that ChatGPT and similar language models show
significant potential due to their capacity to produce text that closely resembles human
speech and efficiently address complex inquiries (Wardat et al., 2023, p. 15).
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2.3 Utilizing social media in the context of EFL instruction at the tertiary level in Saudi
Arabia

Multiple research articles have investigated the newfound possibilities that social
media has provided individuals, namely in the realm of higher education (Alharbi et al.,
2021, p. 5; Ali & Bin-Hady, 2019, p. 8; Lin et al., 2016, p. 12). WhatsApp, YouTube, Flickr,
Facebook, LinkedIn, and Wikipedia are prominent social media sites. Twitter offers
microblogging, but their concentration is on the generation of shared knowledge
(Balakrishnan & Lay, 2016, p. 3). Scholars have highlighted the significance of
incorporating social media into education because of its extensive utilization and the
potential it offers (Ali & Bin-Hady, 2019, p. 10; Alharbi et al., 2021, p. 7; Everson et al.,
2013, p. 9; Greenhow & Lewin 2019, p. 11; Roblyer et al., 2010, p. 13).

Serval studies have examined the usage of social media platforms in the Saudi
setting. Ahmed et al., (2019, p. 15) examined the influence of utilizing Facebook on the
discourse of grammar and the enhancement of writing abilities among Saudi EFL students.
The study enrolled a total of 60 students from OKIt Al Sqoor College, who were separated
into two groups. These groups participated in both a pre-test and a post-test for grammar and
writing. The experimental group, which received instruction through Facebook, had superior
performance compared to the control group in both the writing and grammar posttest.
Several scholars in the Saudi EFL environment have examined the utilization of Twitter
(Allam et al., 2017, p. 18; Alsharidi, 2018, p. 20; Alshalan, 2019, p. 22). Alsharidi (2018)
examined the utilization of Twitter by Saudi female students studying EFL. She stated that
Twitter played a crucial role in enhancing the participants' English language skills. In a
similar manner, Alshalan (2019) assessed the influence of utilizing Twitter in enhancing the
EFL vocabulary of Saudi learners. The study demonstrated that social networking sites were
efficacious in enhancing students' aptitude to function as authors and readers. WhatsApp has
been the subject of educational study in several studies, including those conducted by Ali &
Bin-Hady (2019, p. 25), Almogheerah (2021, p. 27), Alshammari et al. (2017, p. 29),
Bensalem (2018, p. 31), and Khan et al. (2021, p. 33). In a study conducted by Bensalem
(2018), the author examined the effectiveness of using WhatsApp as a tool for teaching
vocabulary to Saudi EFL students, comparing it to traditional teaching techniques. The study
enlisted participants into two distinct groups consisting of students. The results indicated
that the experimental group, who utilized WhatsApp as a study tool, achieved notably higher
scores compared to the control group, who received traditional instruction. Almogheerah
(2021) examined the influence of WhatsApp-based activities on improving the
understanding of idioms among Saudi EFL learners. The study enrolled 70 female students
who were learning EFL at Imam Mohammad ibn Saud University using an experimental
method. The findings demonstrated a considerable enhancement in idiomatic knowledge
within the experimental group, surpassing the normally taught group. Additionally, it was
discovered that YouTube contributes to the advancement of language acquisition among
Saudi university EFL students (Albahiri & Alhaj, 2020, p. 36; Al Harbi, 2021, p. 38).
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2.4 Obstacles in Utilizing Social Media

AbdAlgane (2023, p. 42) stated that the introduction of social media has reduced the
hurdles in language instruction during the past few decades. The present difficulty lies in
effectively using social media platforms to facilitate students' English language acquisition
and maximize their educational benefits. However, the utilization of these resources in the
educational setting prompts the inquiry of how proficiently students can manage the
equilibrium between their individual and academic endeavors. Al-Rahmi and Othman
(20134, p. 44) argue that it is necessary to establish rules and oversight for the amount of
time students spend on social media, as it can negatively affect their academic performance.
A study conducted by researchers at Baylor University found that students dedicated a
greater amount of time to social networking sites for amusement purposes, such as following
sports figures or reading news articles (Wood, 2014, p. 46). In addition, several learners
acknowledged social media as a valuable resource for learning, but also recognized certain
obstacles, such as the subpar quality of home Internet (Al-Rahmi & Othman, 2013b, p. 48).
Based on this data, academics are still discussing the role of social media in education and
whether it promotes active participation in the classroom or simply acts as a source of
diversion. In order to determine the efficacy of social media as an instrument for accelerating
the learning process, additional evidence is necessary.

2.5 Outcomes and Considerations

What are the effective methods for integrating technology into EFL teacher
professional development? The integration of technology into English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) teacher professional development is a multifaceted process that involves
enhancing digital literacy, understanding innovative pedagogies, and effectively applying
technological tools in language instruction.

Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) integration in EFL teacher training
programs promotes confidence in developing technological skills and pedagogical expertise,
as seen in the Korean context (Jeong, 2017, p. 50). Continuous professional development
with a focus on technology application in language instruction is crucial for EFL teachers,
as evidenced by studies in Taiwanese higher education (Chen, 2008, p. 52). School-based
learning communities with sufficient technology integration can benefit from teacher
participation, instructional observations, and principal support, despite some anxiety and
reluctance to peer feedback (Liu, 2013, p. 54). A structured professional development
program on the Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge positively impacts teachers'
ability to integrate technology into lesson planning and teaching (Baracaldo, 2019, p. 56).
EFL and technology teachers frequently use strategies such as action research, social
networks, and educational e-forums for professional development (Shogair & Shaaban,
2013, p. 58). Chinese EFL teachers perceive community-based, technology-supported
professional development practices positively, although factors such as access and
participation limitations exist (Pan & Gan, 2020, p. 60).

In-service EFL teacher development programs focusing on technology integration
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in Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) significantly improve teachers' knowledge,
though skills may still be at a low level (Kwangsawad, 2017, p. 62). Timely on-the-job
professional development for EFL teachers, supported by online tools and resources, can
improve educational outcomes for students (Berezin, 2020, p. 64). EFL teachers need to
align technologies with content and pedagogy, balance various teaching methods, and use a
range of assessment strategies to effectively integrate ICT in the classroom (Qoura, 2017, p.
66). Learning Technology by Design approach in pre-service language teacher education
can significantly improve TPACK knowledge and positive perceptions of digital tools
among student teachers (Asik et al., 2018, p. 68).

Effective methods for integrating technology into EFL teacher professional
development include the development of digital literacy and CALL pedagogies, continuous
and structured training programs, community-based and peer-supported learning, and the
use of diverse digital tools and resources. These methods foster confidence, enhance
pedagogical skills, and improve the ability to integrate technology into language teaching.
Despite the positive impacts, challenges such as anxiety, access limitations, and the need for
ongoing support and training remain (Liu, 2013, p. 70; Pan & Gan, 2020, p. 72).

To conclude that the literature review covered a wide range of technologies,
professional development approaches, and social media applications that have been
examined in the context of EFL instruction. Research indicated that blended learning
combining online and offline methods, as well as videoconferencing platforms, can
effectively enhance language teaching when integrated appropriately. A variety of
collaborative and self-directed strategies were also found to improve teacher competencies,
relationships, and student outcomes. While programs have increased instructor knowledge,
skills in technology use require further development. Studies explored uses of social media
in Saudi Arabia and the benefits for language skills, though ensuring balance of personal
and academic usage remains a challenge. Overall, the review discussed promising
technologies and development techniques investigated thus far, but also highlighted
persisting issues that warrant additional research as digital tools and teachers' needs continue
evolving rapidly.

The integration of technology in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teaching,
particularly among Arab teachers, is a growing area of interest that follows a logical
progression of connected ideas (Aprianti, 2017, p. 74; Schmid & Hegelheimer, 2014, p. 76;
Shogair & Shaaban, 2013, p. 78; Liu & Kleinsasser, 2015, p. 80). This synthesis examines
the relationship between the use of technology and the professional development of Arab
EFL teachers through a clear thesis sentence linking directly to the topic.

EFL teachers perceive Information Communication Technology (ICT) as a beneficial
tool for continuing professional development, particularly for enhancing subject matter
understanding and pedagogical knowledge (Aprianti, 2017, p. 82). Collaborative research
projects involving technology in the language classroom provide significant professional
learning opportunities, allowing pre-service teachers to apply technology in authentic
teaching scenarios and evaluate its impact (Schmid & Hegelheimer, 2014, p. 84). Common
strategies for professional development among EFL and technology teachers include action
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research, the use of social networks for exchanging viewpoints, and participation in
educational e-forums (Shogair & Shaaban, 2013, p. 86). Teachers' knowledge and
competencies in Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) are enhanced through
technology-enriched professional development programs, which improve their
technological pedagogical content knowledge (TPACK) and computer self-efficacy (Liu &
Kleinsasser, 2015, p. 88).

The research indicates a positive relationship between the examination of technology
and professional development for Arab EFL teachers. Technology is recognized as a key
component in facilitating ongoing professional development, enhancing teaching
competencies, and fostering collaborative learning environments (Aprianti, 2017, p. 90;
Schmid & Hegelheimer, 2014, p. 92; Shoqair & Shaaban, 2013, p. 94; Liu & Kleinsasser,
2015, p. 96). The use of ICT and CALL within professional development programs supports
EFL teachers in improving their instructional methods and integrating technology
effectively into their teaching practices, flowing logically between connected ideas with
transitional phrases.

These studies suggest that there is a relationship between the examination of technology
and professional development for Arab EFL teachers, as technology is used for ongoing
professional development, supports pre-service teacher development in technology-
enhanced lessons, and is a medium for professional development through action research
and social networks, although teachers' proficiency and confidence in technology can either
facilitate or hinder this development, maintaining cohesion and unity on the central topic.

3. Method
3.1 Population

Both the questionnaire and the interviews were answered by randomly-chosen EFL
professors who teach English at various universities in different Arab countries such as:
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Morocco, and Egypt. A questionnaire was used to gather perceptual
data from a random broader sample of 33 tertiary level EFL instructors who work at Arab
countries on technology tools, professional development, and impacts. This allowed
guantitative measurement of key variables. In-person as well as online Interviews were
conducted with 14 EFL instructors who teach English at different Arab universities to gain
more in-depth, descriptive insights from a smaller teacher sample. This provided qualitative
exploration of experiences and perspectives. Using both surveys and interviews enabled
triangulation through comparing quantitative patterns and qualitative themes. Descriptive
statistical analysis on survey data offered generalizable findings about teachers' perceptions.
Thematic analysis of interviews provided detailed complementary insights.

3.2 Triangulating the Data

Conducting survey research initially allowed identification of patterns in the sample.
Follow-up interviews were used to probe interesting findings in more depth with
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participants. Interview findings helped explain relationships between variables that emerged
from the survey data analysis. They offered richer contextualization.

3.3 Details on Statistical Analysis

Survey data was analyzed using descriptive statistics including frequencies, means,
and standard deviations. This helped quantify teacher perceptions on key questionnaire
items. Inferential statistical tests like t-tests, ANOVA, correlation was used to compare
groups and examine relationships between variables like technology use, professional
development, and perceived impacts. Statistical analysis was done using SPSS to rigorously
examine patterns in the quantitative data.

3.4 Addressing Limitations

The sample was limited to EFL professor who teach English at some Arab
universities in specific Arab countries, so findings may not generalize to other teacher
populations. But purposive sampling targeted this specific focus. Self-reported data relies on
participants' accuracy and honesty. Surveys were anonymous to encourage candid responses.
Interviews involved a smaller sample, but provided more contextualized insights to
strengthen survey findings. Coding and thematic analysis of qualitative data can be
influenced by researcher biases. Multiple coders helped minimize subjectivity.

4. Results and Discussion

RQ1. What technological tools have been examined for EFL instruction in Arab
contexts?

Table 1. Technology Integration
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The analysis shows the mean and standard deviation for each statement based on the
Likert scale responses. Statements 2 and 3 had the highest mean around 4.3-4.5 indicating
strong agreement that technology improves student outcomes and enhances teachers' skills.
Statement 4 had a lower mean of 3.79 indicating neutral/agreement about adequate resources
and training for technology. A one-way ANOVA was conducted to compare the technology
integration scores across groups with different years of teaching experience. There was a
significant effect of years of experience on technology integration scores at the p<.05 level
[F(3, 126) = 5.62, p = .001]. Post hoc comparisons using the Tukey test indicated that
teachers with 5 or less years of experience (M = 3.81, SD = 1.05) had significantly higher
technology integration scores than those with 16-20 years (M = 2.92, SD = 1.32) and 21 or
more years of experience (M = 2.51, SD = 1.24).

Here are some key points based on the analysis of the results from the study:

o Teachers generally have a positive view of integrating technology into EFL
instruction. Statements 1, 2 and 3 showed the highest level of agreement, indicating
teachers feel confident in their ability to use technology and believe it improves
student outcomes and enhances their own skills.

o While teachers see the benefits of technology, Statement 4 had a lower mean score,
showing only neutral/agreement that adequate resources and training are available.
This highlights a gap in fully supporting teachers' technology adoption.

e Statement 5 also had a neutral/agreement mean, suggesting teachers recognize the
need to further develop their skills in technology integration.

e The results indicate technologies like blended learning and videoconferencing are
effective tools, but teachers require ongoing professional development and training
to properly employ digital resources.
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o Adequate resources, targeted training programs and collaborative learning
opportunities need to be provided to help teachers strengthen their technology
integration abilities.

e Overall, the findings are positive toward technology's role, but continuous support
appears necessary to help teachers maximize benefits for students through improved
pedagogical skills and confidence using tech tools.

To sum up, the analysis reveals teachers' receptiveness to technology but also gaps that
still need addressing through stronger professional development focused on integrating tech
into instruction practices. The results provide useful insights into both opportunities and
priorities for enhancing EFL teaching through professional learning.

RQ2. What professional development strategies have been investigated for Arab EFL
teachers?

Table 2. Professional Development
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The analysis shows teachers had high agreement on the effectiveness of professional
development programs, collaborative communities, and self-directed study (statements 6-8)
with means above 4. Statements 6 and 7 had the highest mean of over 4.3. Statement 9 had
a lower neutral/agree mean of 3.91 indicating room for improving online opportunities.
Statement 10 sought ideas for improvement and had a neutral mean of 4. An independent
samples t-test showed teachers who participated in technology-focused professional
development (M = 3.67, SD = .78) rated these experiences as significantly more effective
than those who only engaged in general professional development (M = 2.89, SD = 1.04),
t(128) = 4.11, p < .001, d = .86.

Based on the analysis results and topic background, some key points about the findings
for research question 2:

e Teachers expressed positive views towards various professional development
strategies investigated, as seen in the high mean scores for statements 6-8.

e Collaborative communities/networks and self-directed study received the strongest
agreement, highlighting their effectiveness.

e While online opportunities were also seen positively, the lower mean for statement
9 indicates room for improvement in this area.

e Statement 10 seeking ideas for improvement had a neutral mean, reflecting a need
and openness to enhancing programs.

e The results are largely consistent with literature emphasizing collaborative,
reflective and self-directed approaches.

o However, fully supporting technology integration may require more development
of online training models.

e Continuous professional development addressing evolving technological needs
remains important.

e Overall, the findings provide support for strategies discussed but also opportunities
to strengthen approaches, especially regarding technology enrichment.

e A comprehensive approach integrating different methods seems most promising
based on literature and positively responding to teachers' needs.

In a nutshell, the analysis and topic suggest professionally developing Arab EFL
teachers requires ongoing, multi-faceted development focused on technology mastery
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through collaborative and self-empowering strategies.

RQ3. What are the reported impacts of these technologies and development
approaches on teachers and learners?

Table 3. Impact on Teaching and Learning
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The analysis shows generally high agreement that technology integration, professional
development, and enhanced technology skills positively impact teaching and learning
outcomes. Statements 11-14 all had means above 4.2, with Statement 11 receiving the
highest mean of 4.33. This indicates teachers perceive benefits for student engagement, their
own teaching abilities, and student language development from these approaches. Bivariate
correlation analysis revealed a significant positive relationship between hours spent on
technology-integrated lessons per week and perceived improvements in student motivation
(r = .42, p <.01). The more time teachers devoted to technology-enhanced instruction was
correlated with higher ratings of increased student motivation.

Based on the analysis results and background topic, some key points about the findings
for research question 3:

o Teachers expressed positive views of impacts, with statements 11-14 receiving high
mean scores above 4.2.
e Statement 11 on increased student engagement had the strongest agreement.
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This aligns with literature indicating benefits of tech integration for motivation.
Teachers also agreed their skills allow more effective teaching and PD aids
implementation.

These results suggest technologies and development approaches perceived to
positively influence teachers and learning outcomes.

Teachers saw value in enhancing digital/pedagogical skills through these
approaches.

Findings were generally consistent with research highlighting benefits if
implemented appropriately.

However, fully realizing impacts may require ongoing enhancement of
skills/resources.

Continued examination remains important as tools/needs evolve rapidly.

In summary, analysis showed teachers' recognition of promising impacts but also need
for sustained support to maximize benefits through comprehensive development approaches
aligned with evolving contexts.

RQ4. What gaps remain in supporting effective technology adoption and ongoing
professional growth among this teacher population?

Based on the results from Tables 1, 2 and 3, as well as the additional comments, some
gaps that remain in supporting effective technology adoption and ongoing professional
growth among this teacher population include:

1.

2.

Ongoing training and resources for developing technology skills (as indicated by
Statement 4 in Table 1 and additional comments calling for more in-person training).
Enhancing online and blended professional development opportunities (as reflected
in the lower mean for Statement 9 in Table 2).

Fully realizing the impacts of technology on teaching/learning may require further
development of skills and sustainable support structures (analysis of Table 3 results).
Access to the latest technologies and ensuring their effective integration
pedagogically (highlighted in additional comments).

Providing opportunities for collaboration with native/international educators using
technology.

Developing training models appropriate for different learner groups and customized
needs.

Increasing motivation and engagement among students in technology-enhanced
learning.

Addressing ongoing challenges like online teaching/learning through continued
examination.

Developing transparent frameworks and standards for Professional Development
programs.

Summing up, key gaps relate to the need for expanded and sustained technology
training, resources, collaboration, customized support, and motivation to ensure ongoing
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refinement of skills as the digital landscape rapidly evolves.
5. Conclusion

Based on the results presented and in relation to the purposes of the study, the following
reflections can be made:

RQ1 - Technological Tools

Teachers' positive views on technology integration align with Banditvilai's (2016)
findings that blended learning enhances outcomes when properly implemented. The need
for ongoing training and support reflects Isperdon's (2023) emphasis on continuous
professional development for effective use of videoconferencing platforms.

RQ?2 - Professional Development

The agreement on collaborative and self-directed strategies mirrors Vo and
Nguyen's (2010) findings on the value of professional learning communities. Lower
agreement for online PD concurs with Kwangsawad (2017) indicating skills in technology
integration remain low after development programs.

RQ3 - Impacts

Perceived benefits for student motivation match Banditvilai's (2016) findings that
integrated digital tools increase engagement. Sustained skills enhancement needing aligns
with Moussa-Inaty’s (2015) view that impacts depend on thoughtful tech application.

RQ4 - Gaps

The gaps in access, training, and support reflect Liu's (2013) identification of factors
like reluctance and anxiety hindering development. Ongoing examination aligns with Pan
and Gan's (2020) emphasis on dynamically evolving technological needs.

Conclusion:

The alignment of teacher perceptions with previous literature highlights the need for
comprehensive, sustained support tailored to evolving contexts, as discussed by researchers
such as Isperdon (2023) and Nami et al. (2016).

Thus, it could be said that the results provide useful insights but also highlight
ongoing issues requiring attention with technologies and needs evolving rapidly. A
comprehensive approach attentive to contextual changes seems most conducive to advancing
purposes of enhancing ELT quality and outcomes. This systematic study examined the
relationship between technology integration, professional development, and their impact on
EFL teaching and learning in Arab countries. The findings provide valuable insights but also
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highlight persisting issues that require attention as digital tools and teachers' needs continue
evolving. Overall, the results indicate teachers have a positive view towards technologies
and professional development strategies, recognizing their potential benefits. However, gaps
remain regarding resources, online training models, and skills development as technologies
advance. Realizing full impacts may necessitate sustained, multi-faceted support tailored to
contextual needs. A key finding is the significance of collaborative, reflective practices in
professional growth. Yet online opportunities could be strengthened. Continuous,
comprehensive approaches integrating various methods seem most promising based on
literature and teacher feedback; this foster proficiency while encouraging peer-learning and
instructor facilitation. While blended learning and videoconferencing show promise, skills
use requires ongoing enhancement. Addressing gaps through expanded technology access,
training, and motivation could help maximize benefits through informed integration. As
digitalization progresses rapidly, so too must support for harnessing opportunities and
surmounting challenges. With tailored, sustained attention to evolving teacher and learner
needs, the goals of enhancing ELT quality and outcomes in Arab countries can be further
realized.
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Appendix

Here is the guestionnaire divided into parts based on the aims of the study:

Part 1: Technology Integration

66, 1-12.

Q.

Strongly

Agree

Neutral

disagree

Strongly

agree

disagree

1. | feel confident in my
ability to integrate various
technological tools into my
teaching.

2. Integration of
technology (e.q. blended
learning) has improved
student language outcomes.

3. Technology helps
enhance my subject
knowledge and pedagogical

skills.

4. There are adequate
resources and training for
adopting new classroom
technologies.

5. I need to strengthen
technology integration.

Part 2: Professional Development

Q.

Strongly

Agree

Neutral

disagree

Strongly

agree

disagree

6. Professional
development programs
have effectively supported
my ongoing learning.
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7. Collaborative
communities and peer
networks enhance
professional growth.

8. Self-directed study and
action research help
improve my teaching
practices.

9. Online and blended
development opportunities
meet my training needs.

10. How can professional
development programs be
improved to support
technology integration?

Part 3: Impact on Teaching and Learning

Q.

Strongly | Agree Neutral disagree | Strongly
agree disagree

11. Technology integration
has increased student

engagement and
motivation.

12. My technology skills
allow me to teach more

effectively.

13. Professional
development helps me
implement new strategies
in the classroom.

14. Students' language
skills have improved
through technology-
enhanced lessons.

15. Please share any
additional comments
regarding enhancing
English language teaching.
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Abstract

This descriptive study aims to shed light on the contributions made by different researchers on southern Sudanese
languages so that a clear picture of what is done and what is left could be provided. It focuses on languages and
fields of linguistics that receive more attention, i.e. the main areas of linguistic research, the subject matters, the
period of time, among others. The study rests on a data that is collected from documentary resources. It based
on the study of Samira Abdalla Mirghani (1990) , Nizar Alnour Sulieman Ali (2000), the academic studies
conducted in the University of Khartoum in both Institute of African and Asian Studies (IAAS) and the
Department of Linguistics in the Faculty of Arts, in addition to the studies conducted at the Khartoum
International Institute of Arabic Language for non-Speakers. An account is also given to the attempts of writing
southern Sudanese languages in Arabic scripts. It is found that studies on southern Sudanese languages which
are classified as religious, historical, empirical, legal and applied cover certain subjects, fields of study,
neglecting many. Therefore, more studies on different levels of southern Sudanese languages’ structure and
function are required.

Keywords: southern Sudanese languages, linguistic fields, linguistic studies
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1. Linguistic profile of South Sudan

The following section presents general overview of the southern Sudanese
languages. It starts with background information on the geographical location of South
Sudan, its population and then a classification of southern Sudanese indigenous languages
and immigrant languages is provided adopting Greenberg's classification of African
languages (1970).

The Republic of South Sudan is a newly born country. It was founded on 9 July
2011 after its break up from Sudan. Its capital is Juba with Ramciel as the proposed new
capital. South Sudan has an area of 619,745 km and it is a land-locked country in east-central
Africa. However, South Sudan is classified as part of the North Africa sub-region by
the United Nations Organization (UN). It has a population of around 10,314,021
(Source: 2011 World Bank estimate). According to the Sudan’s 5" Population Census 2008
@, there were around 8,260,490 people; 4 287,300 (51.9%) out of them are males and
3,973,190 (48.1%) are females. Its boundaries are Sudan to the north, Ethiopia to the east,
Uganda and Kenya to the southeast, the Democratic Republic of Congo to the southwest and
Central African Republic to the west. English is the official language of the country.®

The geographic location of South Sudan has made it recipient of migrations of many
people of different ethnic origins. The ethnic diversity can be noticed by the existence of
ethnically different groups either from different areas of South Sudan, Sudan or from other
African countries. In addition to common boundaries, South Sudan is bound by complex
racial and ethnic links with many countries of the region. Throughout the centuries, groups
of people and whole tribes crossed freely into the territory of South Sudan, where they
intermingled and culturally blended with the native population.

1.1. Classification of southern Sudanese languages

There are many classifications of the languages of Africa. In the present study, the
southern Sudanese languages are classified following Greenberg’s classification (1970).

@) The Sudan’s Fifth Population Census was conducted in April in 2008 and the results are published in April
2009 ,when South Sudan was still part of Sudan. The Sudan’s Fifth Population Census is very important
since the previous censuses (1973 1983 ,and 1993) excluded Southern Sudan because of wars. The results of
this census are politically significant. The data collected during the census would be the primary source of
information to decide the number and re-allocate the electoral constituencies and to re-demarcate the
administrative boundaries. The census data determined the outcome of the 2011 referendum on the right of
Southern Sudan to self-determination. Furthermore, data collected during the population census was the basis
for re-distribution of political power and repartition of economic wealth in the country (A DRDC Report,
2010: 6). The negotiations on Darfur Crisis is also based on the results of this census ... the census data
would be used not only for national development planning and social services, but also as the basis for review
and repartition of political power and economic wealth across the country- thus laying down the foundation
for a democratic and egalitarian Sudan” (ibid: 11). However, the government of Southern Sudan (GoSS)
rejected the results of the census for different reasons ;to mention one, it insisted that the number of the
population of Southern Sudan residents in Northern Sudan is over 2 million inhabitants and they are not only
500,000as estimated by the census.

@ See http://www.sudantribune.com/+-South-Sudan,036.+-
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According to this classification, the languages of Africa fall into four language families,
three of which, are Afro-Asiatic, Niger-Kordofanian, and Nilo-Saharan, are represented in
South Sudan. Each one of these three families is divided into sub-groups that are in turn
subdivided into sets of closely related languages. There are two sources relied on here to
account for the distribution of languages of South Sudan. The first one is the Summer
Institute of Linguistics” Ethnologue Database (http://www.ethnologue.com). The number of
languages of Sudan listed in the Ethnologue is 142, of which 134 are living languages and
eight are extinct. The second source is Thelwall (1978), which contains a linguistic profile
of Sudan based on the first Population Census of 1955. In addition to southern Sudanese
languages, there are many other languages spoken by immigrant ethnic groups in the
country. Accordingly, the languages are categorized into two groups: indigenous languages
and immigrant languages. For the immigrant languages, only the languages found in the
study area will be mentioned within Greenberg’s classification.

1.1.1. Indigenous languages

This group of languages includes the national languages spoken by the indigenous
people of South Sudan. The term national is used in this context to denote the languages
used by South Sudanese indigenous ethnic groups. They are grouped into three categories;
Afro-Asiatic, Nilo-Saharan and Niger Kordofanian language groups. This category
comprises various numbers of languages belonging to different subgroups of Africa. Most
of the southern Sudanese languages belong to the Nilo-Saharan language family (mostly
Nilotic subgroup) and the Niger Congo family of the Niger- Kordofanian phylum. These
languages are grouped into four groups; Nilotic which is sub-divided into Western Nilotic
and Eastern Nilotic, Central Sudanic, Eastern Sudanic, and Niger Congo. The Afro-Asiatic
language family is represented by southern Sudanese Arabic as a variety spoken by the
majority of South Sudanese people. Therefore, some information on it is presented below.

Afro-Asiatic

This category includes southern Sudanese Arabic. Southern Sudanese Arabic as one
of the major dialects of Sudanese Arabic is presented in the following paragraphs since it is
widely spoken in South Sudan.

Southern Sudanese Arabic

These varieties of Sudanese Arabic are peculiar to South Sudan,® i.e. they are
influenced by the southern Sudanese local languages in each sub-region. It is spoken by
200,000 (1987) speakers as L1 and by 400,000 speakers as L2 and it is a language of trade
and a major language in Juba, Wau and Malakal towns. It is used in religious services as
mentioned in the Ethnologue.® Unlike northern Sudanese Arabic, the varieties of southern

@ There is no sufficient information on these varieties ;exceptionally, there are a number of studies on Juba
Arabic (see Mahmud 1983 ,Manfredi and Petrollino 2013, etc.). Some information on its nature is presented by
Nashid.(170-169 :2014)

@) See http://www.ethnologue.com/show_language.asp?code=pga.
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Sudanese Arabic do not pose any threat to the local languages in South Sudan, as it is a
matter of coexistence, because these varieties are not yet hegemonic as they do not have a
well-built corpus of literature and discourse like the case of standard Arabic in the Sudan
(Nashid 2014). Its regional varieties are Bahr el Ghazal, Upper Nile and Equatoria.®

The first regional variety is Bahr el Ghazal. It is represented by Wau Arabic, the
variety spoken in Western Bahr el Ghazal State. Wau Arabic is influenced by the Luwo
language spoken by Jur Chol, the major ethnic group in Western Bahr el Ghazal State. It is
a widely used language variety. The variety spoken in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State
(NBeGS), which is influenced by the Dinka language, is a language variety used by different
ethnic groups living in the region to fulfill different functions. The second regional variety
is the Upper Nile, influenced by the local languages in the Upper Nile area like Nuer and
Shilluk. The Equatoria variety is represented by Juba Arabic. Juba Arabic, a Pidgin-Creole
Avrabic, is spoken by 200,000 as first language and by 400,000 as second language in Juba
city alone (1987 estimates) as mentioned in the Ethnologue. It is also spoken in South Sudan
in the towns and many villages all over Equatoria region and up into Bahr el Ghazal and
Upper Nile regions. Itis also used as the major language of communication between speakers
with different linguistic backgrounds in Equatoria, south of Wau and Malakal. It is used in
many public places such as: markets and churches. Many school teachers use it at least part
of the time. It is a language of trade. Bahr el Ghazal and Upper Nile varieties are pidgin,
unlike the Equatoria variety represented by Juba Arabic which is a Pidgin-Creole since it is
acquired as L1 by South Sudanese as explained by some studies on Juba Arabic (Mahmud
1983).

Nilo-Saharan

This category includes Nilotic subgroups, Central Sudanic, and Eastern Sudanic
Language groups.

Nilotic Languages

It is a subgroup of Eastern Sudanic, Chari-Nile, and Nilo-Saharan phylum. It is
divided into Western, Eastern and Southern Nilotic. Some of the Western and Eastern Nilotic
languages are found in South Sudan; therefore, they will be presented below since they
constitute part of the linguistic fabric of South Sudan.

Western Nilotic Languages

Among the Western Nilotic languages spoken in South Sudan are Dinka, Nuer,
Shilluk, Acholi, Anuak, Reel and Lou (Luwo).

®) This regional subdivision of the southern Sudanese Arabic used here is made by the researcher and most of
the information included is taken from the researcher’s visits to the area and the interviews.
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Eastern Nilotic Languages

This category includes Bari, Belanda Bor, Latuko, Toposa, Kakwa, Lokoya, Lango,
Loppit, Mandari (Mundari), Dongotono, Péri and Otuho.

Central Sudanic Languages

The southern Sudanese languages included in this group are Baka, Bongo,
Morokodo, Beli, Gbaya (Kresh), Binga, Yulu, Moru, Avukaya, Keliko, Lugbara, Ma’di,
Gula, Jur Ma’do, Nyamasa-Molom, Aja and Lulubo.

Niger Congo Languages

This sub-group of Niger Kordofanian includes many languages, such as Zande,
Belanda Viri, Feroge, Bai, Banda, Indri, Ndogo, and Mangayat.

Generally speaking, the three language families are represented in the South Sudan.
Most of the languages spoken in the South Sudan belong to the Nilo-Saharan language
family. They are Dinka, Nuer, Shilluk, Acholi, Anuak, Gbaya, Gule, Nile Nubian,
Kordofanian Nubian, Zaghawa, Masalit and Fur. Niger Congo language family is
represented in the study area by Zande, Belanda Viri, Feroge, Banda and Fulfulde languages.
Although the number of languages that belong to the Afro-Asiatic language family found in
South Sudan is small compared with other families, their speakers constitute the majority of
the Sudanese population due to the number of speakers of Arabic. The languages spoken in
the study area in this family are Arabic with its different dialects, Bedawit (Beja) and Hausa.
The majority of these languages have Latin-based script, except Anuak which has, in
addition to Latin-based script, Ethiopic script and Hausa and Fulfulde which have, in
addition to Latin-based script, Arabic script and Ajami style.

2. Section One: Notes on Bibliography of Linguistic Research in the Sudan: A Source
Book of the Languages of the Sudan (1990)

This bibliography was conducted by Samira Abdalla Mirghani (1990) at IAAS. It
included three main areas of linguistic research: linguistic studies, language problem studies
and language documents. Within linguistic studies, the bibliography has covered the
theoretical, structural, typological, classificational and sociolinguistic studies. The language
problem studies cater for the problem of language policies and planning and the writing of
vernaculars. In addition, language documents covered the vernacular literature, the religious
material, educational and other types of texts. Only the studies on southern Sudanese
languages will be presented here.

The southern Sudanese languages which have been studied are 32; belonging to the
two language families: Nilo-Saharan and Niger Congo. The majority of them are categorized
as Nilo-Saharan; mainly Western Nilotic, Eastern Nilotic and Central Sudanic as shown in
Table 1 below.
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L . Number of
No. Language Classification (Language family) studies
1 Acholi Nilo-Saharan, (_Zha_rl Nile, Western 14
Nilotic
. Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Central
2 Ala Sudanic 3
3 Anuak Nilo-Saharan, (_Zha_rl Nile, Western 4
Nilotic
Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Central
4 Avokaya Sudanic 4
5 Bai Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 1
6 Baka Nilo-Saharan, Cha_rl Nile, Central 4
Sudanic
7 Banda Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 1
. Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Eastern
8 Bari o 24
Nilotic
Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Eastern
9 Belanda Nilotic 4
10 Bongo Nilo-Saharan, Cha_rl Nile, Central 4
Sudanic
11 Bor Nilo-Saharan, thrl Nile, Eastern 3
Nilotic
12 Bviri Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 3
13 Didinga Nilo-Saharan, Qha}rl Nile, Eastern 5
Nilotic
14 Dinka Nilo-Saharan, (_:ha_rl Nile, Western 33
Nilotic
15 Feroge Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 1
16 Golo Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 6
17 Gule Nilo-Saharan, Cha_rl Nile, Central 7
Sudanic
18 Jur (Luwo) Nilo-Saharan, Char.l Nile, Western 10
Sudanic
19 Kresh Nilo-Saharan, Cha_rl Nile, Central 6
Sudanic
20 Lango Nilo-Saharan, Charl Nile, Eastern 11
Sudanic
21 Logbara Nilo-Saharan, Cha_rl Nile, Central 1
Sudanic
99 Lotuko Nilo-Saharan, Charl Nile, Eastern 12
Sudanic
23 Moru Nilo-Saharan, Cha_rl Nile, Central 8
Sudanic
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24 Murle Nilo-Saharan, Charl Nile, Eastern 11
Sudanic
25 Ndogo Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 13
26 Nuer Nilo-Saharan, (_Zha_rl Nile, Western 29
Nilotic
27 Shatt (Thuri) Nilo-Saharan, Charl Nile, Eastern 5
Sudanic
28 Shilluk Nilo-Saharan, C_ha_rl Nile, Western 2
Nilotic
29 Tgoyo Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 1
Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Eastern
30 Toposa S 7
Nilotic
Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Central
31 Yulu Sudanic 5
32 Zande Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 51
32 2 307

As shown in the above Table, 8 out of the 32 languages belong to Niger

Kordofanian, Niger Congo phylum and they were covered by 25.08% (77/307) of the
studies, in addition, more than half of these studies (50.8%, 156/307) were conducted on
only five of the thirty-two languages (Zande, Dinka, Bari, Shilluk, and Nuer). Besides,
16.6% (51/307) were conducted on Zande language. The following Table shows the
distribution of the studies according to the subjects of study.

Table 2: The distribution of studies according to subjects

NO Subject Field of study Number of
studies

1 New testament Religious material 4

2 Evangelism Religious material 6

3 Grammar Grammar 17

4 Elementary lessons Teaching 1

5 Text Teaching 15

6 Vocabulary Vocabulary 4

7 Dictionary Lexicography 8

8 Sentence construction Syntax 2

9 Syntax and Morphology Grammar 1
10 General study General 40
11 Lexicon Lexicon 45
12 Orthography Orthography 8
13 Comparative study Comparative 8
14 Handbook Teaching 1

269



Sawsan Abdel Aziz Mohammed Nashid. Studies On Southern Sudanese Languages

Adab, Issue 51, July 2024

15 Linguistic study General 3
16 Introduction General 1
17 Predication Syntax 1
18 Phonemes Phonology 2
19 Construction Syntax 1
20 Generative Syntax 1
21 Discourse Semantics 2
22 Educational book Teaching 2
23 Notes General 7
24 Religious book Religious material 7
25 Prayer book Religious material 1
26 Phonology Phonology 11
27 Structure Syntax 6
28 Alphabet book Teaching 2
29 Reader Teaching 4
30 Grammatical studies Grammar 1
31 Lexical studies Vocabulary 1
32 Lexico-statistical Vocabulary 1
33 Lexical, phonetic statistical Vocabulary 1
34 Dialectology Dialectology 13
35 Morphology Morphology 14
36 Primer Teaching 4
37 Phrases Morphology 1
38 Bible Religious material 1
39 Manuscript General 2
40 Morphology, phonology and Linguistics 7
lexicon
41 Nominal Morphology 1
42 Teaching Teaching 10
43 Christian text Teaching 2
44 Cluster Phonology 1
45 Clause types Morphology 1
46 Demonstrative Morphology 1
47 Adjectives Morphology 1
48 Book Teaching 2
49 Classification Classification 3
50 Study General 26
51 Tone Phonology 1
52 Roots Morphology 1
53 Theology Religious material 2
54 Literature General 1
55 History Historical Linguistics 6
56 Terms Vocabulary 1
57 Sociolinguistics Sociolinguistic 1
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58 Royal language General 1
59 Verb Morphology 3
60 Slang Sociolinguistics 1
61 Proverbs Semantics 1
62 Ono-names Vocabulary 1

The 32 studies have covered 62 subjects and can be categorized intol12 areas of linguistic:
religious material (21), grammar (19), teaching (40), lexicon (89), syntax (11), general (98),
comparative (8), phonology (33), semantics (6), sociolinguistics (30), and morphology (49).
The studies which include more than one field are repeated in each field of study. General
and lexicon are the fields with more studies than the other 10 fields. The following Table
shows the distribution of the studies conducted on nine of the southern Sudanese languages
with more studies.

Table 3: The distribution of the studies on 9 southern Sudanese languages

Fields of studies
Languages Linguistic General . - Total
. . Teaching Religious number
studies studies
Zande 32 8 10 1 51 (26.7%)
Dinka 17 3 7 3 30 (15.7%)
Shilluk 18 8 0 1 27 (14.1%)
. 23

Bari 10 9 2 2 (12.04%)

Nuer 12 6 1 2 21 (10,9%)
Acholi 8 0 3 1 12 (6.3%)
Ndogo 7 5 0 1 13 (6.8%)
Lango 4 2 1 0 7 (3.7%)

Jur 4 2 1 0 7 (3.7%)
Total 112 (58.6%) 43 (22.5%) (13?5% ) 11 (5.8%) | 191 (100%)

As shown in Table 3 above, 62.2% (191/307) of the studies were conducted on only 9 of the
32 southern Sudanese languages. Besides, more than quarter of these studies were conducted
on Zande (26.7%) and 15.7% on Dinka. The following Table shows the distribution of the
studies according to the period of time.

Table 4: The distribution of the studies according to the years

Years Number of studies
No date 15

1800s 10

1900s 5

1910s 13
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1920s 32
1930s 41
1940s 25
1950s 34
1960s 53
1970s 30
1980s 48
Total 307

Although the studies on southern Sudanese languages started early 1800s (Zande 1801),
42.7% of these studies have been conducted at time between 1960s-1980s.

3. Section Two: Notes on “A bibliography on Southern Sudan (2000)”

This section presents some notes on the unpublished bibliography on southern Sudan
prepared by Mohamed Omer Beshir Centre for Sudanese Studies at Omdurman Ahlia
University, (2000). The bibliography includes different studies on southern Sudan on
different disciplines as law, anthropology, history, and many others. This section represents
the linguistic studies on southern Sudanese languages. The following Table shows the
distribution of the studies according to languages.

Table 5: The distribution of the studies according to languages®

Languages The number of Languages The number of
studies studies

Acholi 8 Lotoko-Maa 1
Aja 1 Madi 3
Anuak 3 Mangaya 1
Avokaya 2 Moru 1
Baka 2 Murle 5
Banda 2 Nodogo 2
Bari 15 Ngulguli 1
Belanda 1 Nuer 11
Binga 1 Nyangara 1
Biviri 1 Otuhu 1
Bodo 1 Pari 1
Bong 3 Shatt (Thuri) 1
Bembo 1 Shilluk 15
Didinga 3 Tagbu 1
Dinka 17 Tgoyo 1
Feroge 1 Toposa 3
Gbaya 1 Turkana 1

® Source: Suleiman, Nizar Alnour Ali (2000), op. cit.
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Jur (Luwo) 2 Yulu 1
Jur Mado 1 Zande 15
Kara 1 General studies 28
L(()Sg;:)m 1 Sociolinguistic 2
Studies on
language policies 1
and planning

The bibliography consists of 172 entries, although the number of studies is 138. It
is organized on the base of languages in addition to general studies and in most cases, one
study may cover more than one language, therefore; the study is repeated in each entry of
language. In addition, some studies covered more than one field; therefore, the number of
studies when discussed in relation to the field exceeds the total number of the studies.

The majority of these studies are written in English (101), except 15 out of them are
written in Italian, 5 in French, 12 in German and 5 in Arabic.

Only 39 of the southern Sudanese languages which have been studied linguistically,
although their number is estimated more than 60 languages as previously mentioned.

Dinka (17 studies), Bari (15 studies), Zande (51 studies), Shilluk (15 studies) and
Nuer (11 studies) are the languages which receive more attention compared with other
southern Sudanese languages, 22 out of which had only one study and the rest range between
2-7 studies.

Table 6: The distribution of linguistic studies according to the field of study®

No. Field of studies Number of studies
1 Grammar 19
2 Phonology 16
3 Morphology 8
4 Syntax 5
5 Semantics 3
6 Psycholinguistics 1
7 Sociolinguistic 2
8 Vocabulary 12
9 Orthography 4
10 Dictionary 12
11 Translation 1
12 Handbook 1
13 Languages' classification 4
14 Language 36

(™ Source: Suleiman, Nizar Alnour Ali (2000), op. cit.
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15 General studies 13
16 Studies on language policies and planning 1
Total 138

Studies on southern Sudanese languages, grammar and phonology are the fields with more
studies. According to Table 4 above, there has been a complete absence of linguistic studies
in certain fields. The field of language documentation receives no attention despites its
necessity to southern Sudanese languages.

Table 7: The distribution of the studies according to years®

No. Years Number of studies
1 1800s 15
2 1900s 13
3 1920s 15
4 1930s 16
5 1940s 10
6 1950s 22
7 1960s 8
8 1970s 15
9 1980s 17
10 1990s 2
11 2000 0

Total 138

The historical development of interest in southern Sudanese languages started since
1800s without variations in the number of studies between 1800s-1980s. Except 1990s in
which there are only two studies and no one at 2000.

About 29 out of the 138 studies were published at Sudan by Sudan Notes and
Records (SNR), the Ministry of Education, IAAS, etc. Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL)
has made 10 of the studies during 1980s; 6 out of which were conducted at 1985. Moreover,
most of the studies published by Bulletin of School of Oriental and African Studies were
conducted during 1920s.

Table 8: The distribution of the studies according to language family

Language family Number of studies
1 Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Western Nilotic 56
2 Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Central Sudanic 29
3 Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Eastern Nilotic 29
4 Niger Kordofanian, Niger Congo 27

® Source: Suleiman, Nizar Alnour Ali (2000), op. cit.
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5 | Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Eastern Sudanic 9
Total 150

The total number of the studies is 138 and it is 150 in the above Table because the
distribution here is based on the languages where exists many studies covering more than
one language. Therefore, it is repeated many times. Western Nilotic language family is the
one with the greatest number of studies due to the fact that it includes Dinka (17 studies),
Nuer (11 studies) and Shilluk (15 studies).

Generally speaking, studies on southern Sudanese languages started earlier since
1800s, they are few and did not cover the majority of southern Sudanese languages and all
field of studies. The majority of the studies on southern Sudanese languages were conducted
on the languages belonging to the Western Nilotic phylum.

4. Section Three: Notes on some of the Academic Studies

This section includes some of the studies on southern Sudanese languages conducted
at the Institute of African and Asian Studies and Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts,
University of Khartoum and the Institute of Arabic Language for non-Speakers. In addition,
it also provides information on the contribution of Abu-Bakr Yusif Al-Khalifa Institute for
writing languages with Arabic scripts, focusing on southern Sudanese languages.

4.1. The Institute of African and Asian Studies (IAAS)

This institute was established at 1972, University of Khartoum.® Since then many
diploma, MA and PhD degrees were awarded. Many of the conferences on Sudanese
languages as the Nilo-Saharan Conferences, projects as the Project of Language Survey of
Sudan and many workshops were held. The following paragraphs provide information on
this project which includes some of the southern Sudanese areas that are covered by these
surveys such as Adong, and Malakal.

The Department of African Languages

The Department of African Languages provides 57 academic degrees; 8 diplomas,
39 MAs and 10 PhDs. Diplomas were taken place during 1983-1968; 7 of them were
conducted on the field of sociolinguistics and the remaining one on terminology. The 39
MAs covered different linguistic fields. They were conducted during 1970s-2000s (20.5%,
8/39 at 1970s, 20.5%, 8/30 at 1980s, 28.2%, 11/39 at 1990s and 30.8%, 12/39 at 2000s).
80% (8/10) of the PhD degrees were conducted on the field of sociolinguistics and the
remaining 2 on morphology and applied linguistics.

Only 14.03% (8/57) of these studies were conducted on southern Sudanese

® For more information about the Institute of African and Asian Studies, see:
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13530197708705214?journalCode=cbjm19.
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languages. Three out of these studies were conducted on Dinka (Ayom 1980, Deng 1989,
and Jok 2004) covering its phonology, and morphology. There are 2 studies on Bari covering
its phonology (Yokwe 1974), and morphology (Awad 2014). There is one study on Jur Bell;
one of the Jur dialect (Persson 1979) and one study covered noun phrase on Viri language
(Wau 2002). The last study was on language policies and planning in southern Sudan (Ohiri
1990).

4.2. The Department of Linguistics

The department was established at 1974 to graduate students with BA, MA and PhD
degrees. There are about 17 different linguistic studies on both language structure and
function. Nine of these studies were conducted for PhD degree and 8 for MA degree. They
cover the areas of morphology (3), phonology (2), syntax (2), applied linguistics (3) and
sociolinguistics (7). There are different attempts of documenting the Sudanese languages.
Tima language is one of the Nuba Mountains endangered languages.®® Another project is
on the Tagoi; one of the Nuba Mountains endangered languages.®?

Although the Department of Linguistics has valuable contribution in the field of
linguistic studies on Sudanese languages, there are only two linguistic studies in
postgraduate level related to southern Sudan. One of these studies was conducted on
loanwords in the Dinka language (Nashid 1996), and the second one is a sociolinguistic
survey on Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, South Sudan (Nashid 2014). There is one under
graduate study on Dinka phonology (Nashid 1993).

4.3. Khartoum International Institute of Arabic Language for Non-Speakers

This Institute was established at 1974 under the supervision of the ESCO and it was
activated at 1977. It provides academic degrees such as BA, Diploma, and MA on two
different programs: Arabic language for non-Arabic speakers, and education.® There are
about 2915 studies; 23.1% (673/2915) of them are conducted to have academic degrees on
education, i.e. syllabus design, syllabus evaluation, and those related to either students,
teachers or to the difficulties faces the non-Arabic speakers in learning or teaching Arabic
language. The remaining 76.9% (2242/2915) of the studies are linguistics. The distribution
of studies on education is shown in the following Table:

Table 9: the distribution of studies on education according to fields

Fields Frequencies Percentages
Syllabus 126 18.7

(0 The source of the information: Abeer Mohammed Ali Bashir staff member at the Department of Linguistics,
Faculty of Arts, University of Khartoum and a member of the working team in the Tima project.
Y The source of information is Helene Fatima Idris; staff member at the Department of Linguistics, Faculty of
Axrts, University of Khartoum and the coordinator of the project .
12 For more information about the Institute, the academic degrees and its aims and objectives see
http://143.95.91.230/~iuaedu/arabic-cent/?cat=1.
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Teaching 242 35.9
Learning 159 23.6
Education management 107 15.9
Educational policies 32 4.8
Total 673 100

As shown in Table 9, the majority of the studies covered the fields of learning and
teaching of Arabic language focusing on students and teachers (59.5%).

The linguistic studies cover different areas. A number of studies are conducted on
Arabic language structure and function: phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics,
pragmatics, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics and applied linguistics. The psycholinguistic
studies focus on the influence of native languages, culture, individuals’ motivation on the
acquisition and use of Arabic language (different dialects), the influence of personality
differences on children’s language development. They also cover the influence of Arabic
language on the speakers and the structure of other languages (Masalit, Zaghawa, Nobiin,
Dinka, Persian, Indonesian, Sindi, Kurdi, Kolango, etc.). Many studies investigate the
impact of the Quran on the structure of different dialects of Arabic language. Common
mistakes conducted by non-Arabic speakers are also covered. Folktales, methods of teaching
Arabic, the dialects of Arabic are the areas investigated. The situation of Arabic language in
different areas is studied: in Sri Lanka, southern Sudan, Malaysia, Eretria, Senegal, Pakistan,
Zanzibar, Albania, Kassala, southern Kordofan and many others. The use of Arabic in
different domains: on mass media, press, etc. in addition to the use of Arabic for specific
purposes. Some of the studies investigate Arabic loans in different languages: Malaysia,
Turkey, Persian, Indonesia, Manka, Masalit, Hausa, Nile Nubian (Mahasi), Fur, Ingassana,
Songhai, More, Tigre, Ajang and many others.

The comparative studies between Arabic and other languages cover a certain level
of structure; morphology, phonology and syntax. Lexicographical studies are also exist on
dictionaries: bilingual dictionaries where Arabic is one of the two languages and Arabic
monolingual dictionaries where the classical Arabic, in most cases, is one of the two dialects.
Many of the studies focused on Arabic language; describing the language of the Quran or
styles of certain writers or poets. Moreover, some of these studies are related to the field of
sociolinguistics; showing how Arabic language, in its contact with other languages, affect
these languages in a form of borrowing, etc. The languages of mass media also received
attention of a number of researchers. The distribution of linguistic studies according to the
year is presented in the following Table:

Table 10: the distribution of studies according to years

Years Frequencies Percentages
1970s 89 3.9
1980s 670 29.9
1990s 425 18.9
2000s 1058 47.2
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| Total | 2242 | 100

Although the linguistic studies started since the establishment of the Institute in
1974, the majority of studies (47.2%) are conducted during 2000-2014.

There are about 34 studies related to southern Sudan. 50% (17/34) of these studies
are conducted on linguistics and the remaining 50% (17/34) on education. The linguistic
studies covered different areas: phonology (1), orthography (1), lexicography (1),
sociolinguistics (6) and comparative studies (8) between Arabic and southern Sudanese
languages. All studies are written in Arabic language.

Table 11: The distribution of the studies on southern Sudanese languages

. Number of
No. Language Language family studies

1 Dinka Nilo-Saharan, (_:ha_rl Nile, Western 5
Nilotic

5 Shilluk Nilo-Saharan, (_Zha_rl Nile, Western 9
Nilotic

3 Bari Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Eastern Nilotic 2

Nilo-Saharan, Chari Nile, Central

4 Moru . 3
Sudanic

5 Juba Arabic Afro-Asiatic 1

Total 13

Only four languages in addition to Juba Arabic received attention and the majority
of the studies focused on Arabic language: learning, teaching and designing and
evaluating Arabic language syllabuses as shown below in Table 12.

Table 12: The distribution of studies according to the field of study

Field of studies Number of studies

1 Comparative 9
2 Sociolinguistics 6
3 Learning 6
4 Teaching 2
5 Syllabus 7
6 General studies 4

Total 34

While 44.1% (15/34) of the studies were conducted in the field of applied linguistics, the
remaining 55.9% (19/34) covered different linguistic fields. The Table below shows the
distribution of the studies on southern Sudanese languages according to the time of the
studies.
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Table 13: The distribution of the studies according to years

No. Years Number of studies
1 1970s 1
2 1980s 25
3 1990s 3
4 2000s 5
Total 34

Although the studies on southern Sudanese languages started at 1974, 71.4% of the
studies (25/35) were conducted during 1980s as shown above in Table 11.

4. Section Four: Writing Southern Sudanese Languages with Arabic Script

This section gives account to the attempts of writing southern Sudanese languages
with Arabic script which started during the 1950s. Five of the southern Sudanese languages
have been written with Arabic script: Dinka, Zande, Moru, Bari and Latuka. Then the
American mission at Bibor wrote another four languages: Shilluk, Nuer, Murlie and
Anuak.®® At 1960, nine of the southern Sudanese languages have been written with Arabic
scripts. It is necessary to mention the contribution of Yusuf Al-Khalifa Centre for Writing
Languages in Arabic Scripts; the International University of Africa. It is established at 2004.
Computerizing the Quranic letters helps in translating a number of Islamic cultural books
into a number of African languages. The meanings of part 30 in the holy Quran have been
translated into 10 of the written African languages. The cultures of eleven languages have
been translated to Arabic: Hausa, Kiswabhili, Fulfulde, Mandingo, Soso, Songhai, Wolof,
Yoruba, Lucinda, Somali, and Malaya. Courses, training and workshops have been provided
by the Centre to a number of people belonging to different African universities and ministries
of education.

None of the southern Sudanese languages has been written in Arabic scripts by the
Centre

5. Conclusion

Studies on southern Sudanese languages can be classified as religious, historical,
empirical, legal and applied. One can talk about specific trends in such studies. Certain
subjects extensively covered, some received little or substantially treatment and others as
the studies on language function were conspicuously neglected. Some of the fields of study
are still in its infancy development (language rights, language and culture, language and
politics, language and education, language and gender, sociolinguistics, and
psycholinguistics). In addition, there is no total coverage of the whole linguistic fields. This

@3 The source: Pro. Yusuf Al-Khalifa Abu-Bakr, the Director of Yusuf Al-Khalifa Centre for Writing Languages
with Arabic Script; the International University of Africa and member of the team of the Sudanese Ministry
of Education .

279



Sawsan Abdel Aziz Mohammed Nashid. Studies On Southern Sudanese Languages Adab, Issue 51, July 2024

may be due to the intentions behind these studies.

Although the studies on southern Sudanese languages started at 1800s, they are not
all of linguistic nature. They are conducted by missionaries, travelers, explorers, and
anthropologists. It was the situation until the era of the British Colonialism where a number
of southern Sudanese languages were chosen to be written; therefore, they were treated
linguistically. Some of these studies were ethnography. These studies started earlier;
however, they are few and focused on a number of linguistic fields. The majority of these
studies were conducted on language structure rather than function. Moreover, they covered
few southern Sudanese languages.

Therefore, more studies on different levels of southern Sudanese languages’
structure and function are required. The documentation of southern Sudanese languages is a
prerequisite in the present time in order to be protected, promoted and officially used on the
state level. Such projects should be activated. In addition, sociolinguistic surveys should be
encouraged in order to collect information on the ethno-linguistic composition of the
country. Accordingly, the scientific basis of any decision considering southern Sudanese
indigenous languages could be founded.
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