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Abstract

This is a specialized study in a part of the practical application of evidence from pre-Islamic poetry. | have called
it (The Rhetoric of Simile in Describing Horses in Pre-Islamic Poetry - An Analytical Study). | based it on the
analytical method based on selecting a sample of evidence from some pre-Islamic poets who excelled in
describing horses with the aim of presenting it, exploring its depths, touching its rhetorical secrets, and analyzing
it with a rhetorical analysis that reveals its expressive, valuable, and artistic values.

The study yielded a number of results, including: The similes of horse poets were characterized by delicate
words, quality of style, eloquence of meanings, precision of description, depth of suggestion, density of shadows,
novelty and novelty. The arts of rhetoric and meanings worked together with their similes, so we saw alliteration,
antithesis, metonymy, presentation, deletion, mention, connection and separation. The study revealed Imru' al-
Qais' distinction and superiority over many poets, as he was the best of them in similes in this regard, the most
accurate in description, the most comprehensive in detail, and the most diverse. The study recommends delving
into pre-Islamic poetry and extracting its artistic potential.

Keywords: Horses, Simile, Description of horses, Rhetoric
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Abstract

This research analyzes the problems that beset the interrogative as a rhetorical term. Therefore, it presents the
terminological imbalances that accompany the term and discusses the differing opinions of scholars regarding
the abstraction of what comes out of its tools to something other than what has been defined for it by a term, or
the retention of these tools with the meaning of an interrogative. It also presents the multiplicity of metaphorical
meanings produced by some tools. The scholars disagreed about these meanings, as well as the call to exclude
the subject of the interrogative from the rhetorical lesson. All of this is through Qur’anic and poetic evidence in
which these problems are realized.

Keywords: Relationship, Meaning, Syntax, Interpretation, Haly Quran
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Abstract

This research examines the literary works of Viktor Pelevin as a reflection of trends in Russian literature over
recent decades. It aims to introduce Arabic readers and literature enthusiasts to his contributions, the prevailing
literary and critical movements, and the interplay between society and reading, as well as modern publishing
practices. The researcher employed historical and analytical methodologies to draw these conclusions: Pelevin's
literary contributions are representative of currents in contemporary Russian literature and reflect the
aspirations of literary circles in Russia. His works strive to uncover various troubling aspects of modern society
through satire and humor, employing elements of mythology and imagined autobiography.

Keywords: Contemporary Russian literature, literary movements, Viktor Pelevin, autobiographical narrative
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AF%D8%A8_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9_(%D8%A3%D8%AF%D8%A8)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B3_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B7%D9%81
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B4_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85_(%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A9)
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%81%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%81
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A9_%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%88%D9%81
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A9_%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%87_(%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86_(%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AF%D8%A8_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/9_%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/20_%D9%86%D9%88%D9%81%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D8%AF%D8%A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8_%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%85
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A2%D9%86%D8%A7_%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A7_(%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9)
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%81%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%81
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7_%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%86_%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AB%D8%B1_%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%BA_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%86
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AD
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%86_20
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A9_%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B7%D8%A8
https://ar.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A9&action=edit&redlink=1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/23_%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%88
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/1889
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/5_%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A2%D9%86%D8%A7_%D8%A3%D8%AE%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A2%D9%86%D8%A7_%D8%A3%D8%AE%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%81_%D8%BA%D9%88%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%81
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/1792
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%86%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A9_%D9%85%D8%AB%D9%82%D9%81%D8%A9
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Abstract

This study aimed to extrapolate the experience of the poet Abu Madi in which he employed symbols. And an
attempt to reveal the aesthetics of his symbolic poetry. The importance of the study comes from the fact that it
enriches Arabic literature through the creativity of Elia Abu Madi and his uniqueness in symbolic poetry. The
researchers followed the descriptive, analytical and inductive method. The study reached a number of results,
the most important of which are:

In his poetry, Abu Madi mixed imagination, symbolism, and emotion in an artistic image that attracts the reader’s
attention. Abu Madi beautifully expressed the small things he picked up from nature. In his symbolic poetry, Abu
Madi renewed the word, benefiting from his local and international culture. Among the study’s
recommendations: Comparing Abu Madi’s symbolic poetry with that of another poet. Paying attention to Abu
Madi’s poetry and benefiting from it in schools, universities, and literary forums to instill virtuous values.

Keywords: Abu Madi, symbol, Aesthetics, Immigration Poetry
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Abstract

The study seeks to highlight the most prominent aesthetic and expressive capacities of scientific novel, aiming to
pinpoint the role which can be performed by these novels in building the awareness of the human being, and
confronting the challenges of the present and the future. The researcher depended on the analytical method in
the study. He reached some conclusions. stating that scientific novels may own aesthetic and expressive
qualifications that enable them to contribute to developing man and their awareness. These novels with their
different forms, techniques and types (utopia and dystopia) are able to introduce alternative worlds contribute
to sustainability.

Keywords: Cultural field, Scientific novels, Cultural sustainability
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Abstract

This Study came under the title: The nostalgic poetry to the cities of the Northern Sudan in the Sudanese poetry,
the paper aimed to make introduction by the nostalgic poetry in the Su-danese cities, and the poets of their cities,
and introduction by the emitters of the nostalgic to their homes and its impetus, the study arrived to that, the
Sudanese poets has extension in the Arabic poetry from the ancient and has a bright roots, the study came in the
three themes, the first theme under the title:. The study arrived to many results, one of them, the memories of the
past is integral part of the sensation by the nostalgic, and the nostalgic poetries said in all the types of art, and
the poets of the nostalgic pay attention to the structure of the poem, and the internal music which it contribute
to enriching the poetry of nostalgia to their homes. Also the study made several recommendations, the important
one: the necessity of taking care by the study of the poetry of the cities and expand it, to make complete
introduction about the Sudanese cities, its characteristics and nature through a curriculum.

Keywords: Sudanese cities, Cities of the Northern Sudan, Sudanese Poetry, Nostalgic Poetry
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Abstract

The title of this research is: "The role of Arabic-speaking TV channels in China and its impact on developing the listening skill
of Arabic-speaking learners - CGTN is a case study.” The researcher used the descriptive and analytical approach to carry
out this research and relied on the application of a questionnaire preparation for the evaluation of the programme. She came
up with the most important findings: CGTN has a positive role in the development of listening skills as teachers and learners
use the channel to develop that skill and raise student levels - CGTN has a positive role in the development of listening skills
as a large segment of learners record the language contexts and words spoken in the channel, which enriches hearing
comprehension and enriches the language. Considering the results of the research: Interest Listening skill in language learning
since it is the language factory that produces speech, it is auditory comprehension that generates response to speech.
Increasing interest in Arabic-speaking media and employing them to develop the skill of listening to the positive results already
presented - Encouraging educated teachers to increase the follow-up of the channel as it raises the educational, cognitive and
cultural level, and this makes the gap between the real and artificial language environment small -Storage some of the video
materials from the channel and make it part of the curriculum and the educational bag for Arabic language learners in China
to develop their listening skill while taking care of the different purposes of the learners - Efforts to overcome the difficulties
encountered by learners in listening to the channel using various types of listening and progressive training in order to optimize
the situation.

Keywords: Channels, Development, Listening skills, Educational Methods
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Abstract

The current study aims to explore the relationship between self-esteem and depression, anxiety, and
psychological stress among people with skin diseases, as well as to reveal differences in self-esteem, depression,
anxiety, and psychological stress according to age, gender, educational level, type of skin disease, and duration
of the disease. "The researcher employed the descriptive correlational comparative method."

The study sample consisted of (n=176) patients attending dermatology clinics in Riyadh. Their ages ranged from
(19-37) years, with (n=100) females and (n=76) males, their average age is (25.2) years. The study used the
Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale, translated and codified by Mamdouh Salama (1991a), and the Depression,
Anxiety, and Stress Scale (DASS 21), translated by Walaa Al-Shtiwi and Nawal Al-Dabyan (2023). The results
of the study revealed the presence of negative and statistically significant correlations between Self-esteem,
depression, anxiety, and psychological stress. The study also revealed that there were no statistically significant
differences between the sample members in self-esteem, depression, anxiety, and psychological stress according
to educational level, gender, duration of infection, and type of skin disease, while the study revealed that there
were differences. It is statistically significant in all anxiety and stress among members of the study sample of skin
disease patients according to chronological age, and the differences are in the direction of the oldest age group.

Keywords: Depression, Anxiety, Psychological stress, Self-esteem, Skin diseases
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Abstract

As an important means of transportation, horses are valued by people from all countries, and the breeds,
breeding and culture of horses during cultural and trade exchanges have become the focus of most scholars. The
custom of keeping monkeys and horses together as a kind of breeding superstition was introduced from India to
China and then spread from China to Japan. During its spread, the culture also gave rise to unique Chinese
vocabulary, cultural imagery, and specific official positions, and is one of the examples of the integration and
interaction of civilizations in ancient times. This paper traces the spread of the phenomenon of "Monkey and
Horse Raising Together”, explores how the culture spread from India to China and Japan, and integrates and
develops with the local cultures, and dynamically compares and analyzes the cultural differences between
different countries through the paths of cultural diffusion from the perspectives of time and space.
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Abstract

This paper comes under the title historical shrines in Khartoum city as a documenting study for buildings that
make architectural heritage for Khartoum old area and take its valuable history that which it gets for its
architectural style. or its associated with religion or economics. or social policy events that lead us to get
knowledge about the information associated with it. According to historical method descriptive which depend on
references scientific and resources and field work. this paper was written to highlight for the history building in
Khartoum old area which its example for Islamic architectural in Sudan and the ability to make these buildings
shrines and keep them and restoration maintenance them so as to make use of it in the economic, tourism, and
education and to keep physical inheritance and to have unity and peace.

Keywords: Attractions, Historical. Khartoum, Buildings, Archaeology
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Abstract

This paper has examines and analyzes the efforts and policies of poverty combating and its alleviation in Bahri Locality,
Khartoum State, Sudan, during the last three decades. The paper aims to identify the efforts and its success in poverty
reducing in Bahri locality. To achieve the objectives of the study, the study has used descriptive analytical and statistical
methods. The study relied on the preliminary data collected through observation; interviews, group discussion, as well
as published and unpublished secondary sources. The main findings of the study: The spread of poverty and its
expansion in the study area, due to economic, social, political and environmental factors. The number of poor families
in the area is about 186,940 families. The percentage of poor families in the Northern Rural Unit was 95%, the
Northern Bahri Unit 86 %, and the Bahri City Unit 80%. In addition to the weakness of poverty reduction efforts in
the area. The most important recommendations of the study: Establishing a federal ministry concerned with the affairs
of the poor people. Promoting the values of solidarity, compassion and partnership. Building the human capacities for
the poor people. As well as benefiting from the capabilities and experiences of the other countries and international
organizations in poverty combating.

Keywords: Poverty, Poverty combating, Bahri Locality, Khartoum State, Sudan
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Abstract

This paper aims to highlight an important historical event, happened during the reign of the last king of the so-
called (The Twenty Fifth Dynasty) which represent the second period of Kush Kingdom, when the capital of the
Kushite Kingdom was Napata. The king is Tanutamon, and the event is the fulfillment of a dream. King
Tanutamon ascent the throne of Kush in 664 B.C succeeding to his uncle Taharga. During his first ruling year,
and when he was sleeping; he saw a dream. The written sources from the reign of this king, proved he has fulfilled
his royal dream, and immortalizing it in stone stela; erected in the first courtyard of Amon temple at Napata, the
stela known among the scholars as the Dream Stela. The paper aims to read the stela and interpret the royal
dream. Attempting to evaluate how the implementation of this dream; affects the religious and political life in
the Nile Valley. The researcher uses the approach of analyzing the previous translations of the texts of the stela
by different researchers, and their remarks in terms of language, and the expressions that stela immortalized,
and the other expressions that omitted, but appeared as archaeological and subsequent historical facts. The
paper concludes with important results enhanced by the military campaign of King Tanutamon, lead to
significance severe changes of the chronology of Sudan ancient history. The paper also concludes with;
recommendations on how to continue such studies, related to the re-reading of ancient texts, and whether their
meanings matched the known archaeological and historical facts.

Keywords: Kush, God Amon, Thebes, offerings, Holy Mountain
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The Use of the Internet by Master’s Students as an
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Achieved Intellectual and Scientific Gratifications
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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the use of the internet by master's students as a source of information for scientific
research. It examined the use of electronic research sources and information available online, investigated the
motivations behind such use, and identified the advantages and disadvantages of the internet as an information
source for scientific research. Additionally, the study sought to understand the most significant intellectual and
scientific gratifications achieved through this usage. The study employed the media survey method, which aligns
with the descriptive nature of the research and is best suited to answer its questions. Field data were collected
through a questionnaire distributed to a purposive random sample of master's students enrolled in the College
of Arts at King Faisal University, comprising 135 participants. The study reached several findings, the most
notable of which are: E-books and electronic references rank first among the electronic sources of information
on the internet used by master's students for scientific research- Google is the most frequently used search engine
by master's students to find information for their research-The motivations for using the internet as an
information source in scientific research align with the intellectual and scientific gratifications achieved.

Keywords: Internet, scientific research, postgraduate studies, gratifications, information sources, search engines
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Introduction:

Research and scientific activities are among the key areas that highlight the
importance of the internet in today's world. The internet provides researchers with an
expansive information space, offering a wide range of sources and tools necessary for
preparing scientific research, thus saving time and effort while providing diverse and up-to-
date information.

Academic studies on internet users in the Arab world indicate that the majority of
users are young people working in the private sector and pursuing postgraduate studies (Al-
Sayed, 2012, p. 237). The postgraduate stage holds special significance for universities, as
scientific research has become one of the university’s primary roles in serving society, with
its results being utilized across various fields. Moreover, scientific research serves as a
benchmark for the progress of nations.

Conducting scientific research is one of the most prominent academic tasks for
master's students. Access to reliable information sources is among the most crucial elements
that master's students need to complete assignments, papers, and scientific studies.

This study aims to:

1/ Examine the extent to which master's students use the internet as a source of
information for scientific research compared to traditional libraries.

2/ Investigate the motivations behind their use of the internet as an information
source for scientific research.

3/ Identify the main internet-based sources of information utilized by master's
students in their research.

4/ Highlight the advantages and disadvantages of using the internet in scientific
research.

5/ Assess the intellectual and scientific gratifications derived from the use of the
internet as an information source.

Study Problem:

Information sources play a fundamental role in conducting scientific research.
Preparing research papers is a core requirement for completing the master's program.
Master's students are often tasked with preparing research plans and papers, either as part of
coursework, research projects required to pass the program, or at the thesis level.

The internet has emerged as a vast network offering a wide variety of electronic
information sources and multiple methods for accessing them. It provides quick access to
the information needed for scientific research, ensuring the information is current and
offering numerous services that are often unavailable in traditional libraries.

The use of the internet by master's students as an information source for scientific
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research, compared to traditional libraries, has its own set of motivations and reasons. It
also produces certain intellectual and scientific gratifications. Accordingly, the main
problem of this study is summarized in the following central question:

What is the extent and motivation behind the use of the internet by master's students
as a source of information for scientific research, and what intellectual and scientific
gratifications are achieved as a result?

Study Background:

Numerous studies have examined the use of the internet in scientific research,
focusing on its academic and educational roles, its use within university settings, and its
future prospects.

e Hussein Qasim Ubaid and Hatim (2019):
This study aimed to explore the motivations, patterns, habits, and nature of internet
use among university students. It highlighted changes on both academic and
cultural levels based on the perspectives of the study sample.

Findings:

Most participants moderately relied on the internet for writing research and
reports, particularly students in humanities.
Students in scientific disciplines showed a higher degree of reliance.
Half of the respondents confirmed that internet usage had led to cognitive
changes.
e Balomri, Lynda, and Bousder, Iman (2020):
This study focused on the role of the internet in supporting scientific research as
perceived by professors and postgraduate students. It emphasized the internet’s
advantages in terms of providing rapid access to reliable, diverse electronic
sources and search engines.

Findings:

The internet contributed to offering students quality scientific ideas and easy
access to electronic resources.
This was contrasted with the challenges of obtaining print-based sources.
o Natsha, Abeer (2023):
This study investigated the use of the internet in scientific research by
postgraduate faculty members, aiming to identify the contextual factors
influencing their usage.

Findings:

78% of the sample reported high internet usage.
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No statistically significant differences were found in internet usage based on
gender or academic rank.

These studies collectively emphasize the growing reliance on the internet as a key
resource for scientific research, highlighting its advantages in accessibility, diversity, and
efficiency, while also underscoring variations in usage based on discipline and
demographic factors

In Sudan, the study conducted by Bilal Ahmed (2017) aimed to analyze and
evaluate the reality of internet usage in scientific research. This field study was carried out
on postgraduate students in the computer program at the Open University of Sudan, with a
sample of 41 students.

The study's findings revealed: A high percentage of students use the internet. Over
80% of the sample preferred accessing the internet from home. The average daily usage time
ranged from two to four hours. The most commonly used internet service among researchers
was email for communication and collaboration with other researchers. More than two-thirds
of the sample expressed satisfaction with the websites they used to obtain the data and
information needed for scientific research.

All the studies reviewed relied on questionnaires as the primary tool for collecting
field study data. This could be justified by the fact that such survey-based studies find the
guestionnaire to be the most suitable tool. However, other tools, such as structured or in-
depth interviews or case studies, were not employed.

Based on the above, this study derives its importance from its subject matter—the
significance of information sources in scientific research—and the internet's emergence as a
vast and diverse source of information. The internet provides researchers, especially master's
students, with a wide range of tools and diverse academic materials. The study also addresses
the differing perspectives on the internet as an information source, with some supporting it
and others opposing it. Additionally, this research could contribute to the media library by
exploring the impact of communication technology on scientific research at the master's
level specifically, and on postgraduate studies in general.

Practically, the results of this study are expected to benefit universities and higher
education institutions as a guiding reference for developing scientific research at the master's
level.

4. Study Methodology:
4.1 Study Hypotheses:
1. There are statistically significant differences in the rate of internet use as an

information source in scientific research among master's students (the study sample)
based on gender.
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2. Search engines rank first among the internet tools that master's students (the study
sample) rely on as an information source in scientific research.

3. There is a statistically significant positive correlation between the extent of internet
use for scientific research and the intellectual and scientific gratifications achieved
among master's students (the study sample).

4. There is a statistically significant positive correlation between the time master's
students (the study sample) spend browsing the internet for scientific research
purposes and their use of the internet as an information source in scientific research.

4.2 Study Questions:

1. What is the extent of internet usage as an information source for scientific research
among master's students?

2. What are the motivations for master's students to use the internet as an information
source for scientific research compared to traditional libraries?

3. What are the main information sources provided by the internet that master's
students use most frequently for scientific research?

4. What are the advantages and disadvantages of the internet as an information source
for master's research in scientific research?

5. What intellectual and scientific gratifications do master's students achieve from
using the internet as an information source for scientific research?

4.3 Theoretical Framework of the Study:
Uses and Gratification Theory:

The 1940s marked a shift in how audiences were viewed in relation to media, driven
by the emergence of factors like individual differences and social variations that influenced
media-related behavior. This shift paved the way for the development of the Uses and
Gratification Theory, which introduced a new perspective on the relationship between
audiences and media. The theory represented a transition from viewing audiences as passive
and non-reactive to perceiving them as active participants who selectively engage with
media messages and content based on their preferences.

The uses and gratification approach began to take shape in the 1940s and gained
greater popularity in the 1950s. During this time, researchers became increasingly interested
in understanding how audiences interact with various media and their content. Over time,
the theory evolved into one of the most influential frameworks for studying audiences. It
provides insights into the motivations that attract people to specific media and the types of
content that satisfy their social and psychological needs.

The Uses and Gratification Theory serves as a foundational framework for
understanding audience behavior, particularly their media usage patterns and the motivations
behind those behaviors. It is one of the primary theoretical references employed to examine
how audiences engage with media and the factors that drive their media consumption.
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The concept of Uses and Gratification evolved further through the study conducted

by Blumler and Katz in 1969, which focused on the 1964 British general elections. This
research identified the reasons for watching or not watching election campaigns. Later, in

1984,

Katz, Blumler, and Gurevitch defined the Uses and Gratification Approach in the

context of new media, emphasizing the psychological and social aspects of individuals to
determine their needs and expectations from new media.

Objectives of the Uses and Gratification Theory

1.

2.

3.

To explain how audiences use various media, based on the assumption that
audiences are active and conscious, selecting the medium that satisfies their needs.
To identify and understand the motivations audiences seek to fulfill through
exposure to media and other communication tools, and to explore patterns of these
motivations.

To obtain insights that help in understanding and interpreting the communication
process (Amouri, Asmaa, & Nahal, Sama, 2022).

Foundations of the Theory:

Assumptions of the Uses and Gratification Theory:

1.

2.

Audiences are active participants. They select from media and its messages what
aligns with their preferences, values, and interests.

Media usage is purposeful. Audiences use media to achieve specific goals and
fulfill particular gratifications.

Individual differences influence media choices. People's unique needs and
differences determine their choice of media and messages.

Audiences control their media interactions. They select content that satisfies their
needs, demonstrating that individuals use media, not the other way around.
Audiences can identify their needs and motivations. They consciously choose
media that satisfies their specific requirements.

Cultural norms can be inferred from media usage. Insights into prevailing
cultural standards can be derived from audience media habits, rather than solely
analyzing message content (Basioni, Marwa Yaseen, 2022).

Applications of the Uses and Gratification Theory in This Study:

The theory provides a framework for understanding the following:

The motivations of master's students for using the internet as a source of information
for scientific research.

The types of gratifications—intellectual and scientific—that students aim to achieve
through their internet usage.

The psychological and social factors that influence their media choices, particularly
when comparing internet use with traditional libraries.
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This perspective aids in analyzing how individual differences among students shape
their research habits and media preferences.

Applications of the Uses and Gratification Theory in This Study:

The theory aligns with this study through its hypotheses, as it views the audience
as an active participant in media interaction, with specific motivations and reasons for
engaging with media content, leading to the fulfillment of their needs. This study benefited
from the Uses and Gratification Theory in the following ways:

1. Determining Study Variables and Designing Hypotheses: The researcher
derived the hypotheses for this study regarding the use of the internet by master's
students as a source of information for scientific research from the Uses and
Gratification Theory as the theoretical foundation.

2. Designing the Data Collection Tool: To measure the rate at which postgraduate
students use online sources for scientific research, as well as to identify the
motivations behind their use and the gratifications achieved, the researcher
designed a questionnaire based on the theoretical model used.

4.4 Methodology and Study Tools

This study is classified as a descriptive survey study, utilizing the media survey
method, which is a key approach for studying media audiences. The method aims to assess
the rate and motivations of master's students (the study sample) in using the internet as a
source of information for scientific research. Additionally, the study seeks to understand to
what extent this usage fulfills intellectual and scientific gratifications and to identify the
most prominent gratifications.

Study Population and Sample:
The study population includes master's students (both male and female) from the

College of Arts at King Faisal University. The study sample is a random sample consisting
of 135 students from the master's program at the College of Arts, King Faisal University.

Basic Data:
The Data Frequency Percentage
number
Gender
1 Male 14 10.4%
2 Female 121 89.6%
Age
1 Less than 30 years 104 77.0%
2 30-40 years 27 20.0%
3 More than 40 years 4 3.0%
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Specialization

1 Media Communication, Strategic 62 46.0%
Communication

2 Audio-Visual Media 26 19.26%

3 Journalism and Digital Publishing 20 14.72%

4 Arabic Language 10 7.4%

5 Social Sciences and Social Work 17 12.6%

Statistical Analysis of Data:

1. Face Validity: The questionnaire was reviewed by a group of experts in the field
of media.®

2. Internal Consistency Validity: The questionnaire was tested on a pilot sample,
and Pearson’s correlation coefficient was used. The correlation values between the
study tool's sections and the overall score of each section were found to be
statistically significant at the 0.05 level for all sections, confirming the internal
consistency and validity of the tool for field application.

3. Reliability: Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was used to measure the reliability of the
study tool regarding the use of the internet as a source of information for scientific
research by master's students.

Reliability of the Study Tool:

Table (1) shows the Cronbach’s Alpha reliability coefficient for the responses of the
sample participants as follows:

Number of Sections Cronbach's Alpha Value
6 0.703
From the table above, it is observed that the value of Cronbach’s Alpha is 0.703, which
indicates that the questionnaire has a high reliability coefficient and is capable of achieving
the study's objectives.

Preliminary Data:

The following describes the study participants according to the basic demographic
variables, which are referred to as demographic characteristics:

(™ Dr. Omar Al-Mahdi, Professor, Taibah University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Dr. Hisham Abbas,

Professor, Al Qasimia University, United Arab Emirates and Dr. Um Hani Abu Sabah, Assistant
Professor, Prince Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Table (2)
Source: Prepared by the researcher, field study, SPSS Program, and references:

The previous table (2) shows the distribution of the sample participants according
to demographic data. We observe that the number of females is higher than the number of
males, with 121 females (89.4%) and 14 males (10.6%). The most frequent age group is
under 30 years, with 104 individuals (77%). The most common specialization is Strategic
Media Communication, with 62 individuals (46%).

Second: Rate of Master's Students' Use of the Internet as a Source of Information in
Scientific Research

1. Using the Internet as a Source of Information in Scientific Research:

Table (3)

Source: Prepared by the researcher from the field study, SPSS program
Source Frequency Percentage
Always 119 88.10%

Sometimes 12 8.90%
Rarely 4 3%

Total 135 100%

From the table above, it is observed that the sample participants always use the
internet as a source of information for scientific research, with 119 individuals (88.1%).
This aligns with the study's objective of assessing the rate at which master's students use the
internet as a primary source of information in scientific research.

Average Time Spent Browsing the Internet for Scientific Research Purposes Weekly

Table (4)
Source: Prepared by the researcher from the field study, SPSS program, 2024
Duration Frequency Percentage (%)
1 to 3 hours/week 48 35.6%
More than 3 to 6 hours/week 51 37.8%
More than 6 hours/week 36 26.7%
Total 135 100%
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From the table above, it is observed that the time spent by the sample participants browsing
for scientific research purposes is very similar, ranging from 1 hour to more than 6 hours
weekly.

Students' Agreement with Using the Internet for Information in Scientific Research

Agree Neutral Disagree
2.33t03 1.33t02.32 1 tol32

This table is used to interpret the mean values for agreement with using the internet
for information in scientific research, where:

2.33 to 3 indicates Agree,
1.33 to 2.32 indicates Neutral,
1 to 1.32 indicates Disagree.

First Axis: Motivations for Using the Internet by Graduate Students (Master's) as a Source
of Information in Scientific Research Compared to Traditional Libraries

Table (5)
Source: Prepared by the researcher from the field study, SPSS program, 2024

Statement Agree Neutral Disagree Mean Standard Chi-Square P-Value Result
Deviation Value

The 103 26 6 2.27% 0.542 157.259 0.001 Significant
internet
provides
me with
diverse  763% 19.3% 4.4%
sources of
information
not
available in
traditional
libraries.
The 110 21 4  279% 0.479 147.619 0.001 Significant
internet
provides
me with up-
to-date 8158 156% 3%
information
compared
to paper
sources.
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| can obtain 127 6 2 2.93% 0.315 166.846 0.001 Significant
information

from the

internet

faster  041% 44% 15%
compared

to
traditional

libraries.

The 121 10 4 2.87% 0.420 209.130 0.001 Significant
internet

allows me
to translate
sourcesin  896% 7.4% 3%

foreign
languages.

The 108 21 6 2.76% 0.525 120.458 0.001 Significant
internet

allows me

to join

virtual  80.0% 15.6% 4.4%

academic

groups.

From the table above, the main motivation for using the internet as a primary source
in scientific research is "l can obtain information from the internet faster compared to
traditional libraries," which ranked highest among the motivations of the sample with a mean
of 2.93 and 94.1% agreement. Since the Chi-Square value is 157.259 with a significance
level of 0.001 (less than 0.05), it indicates that there are statistically significant differences
in the responses, answering the study's question regarding the motivations behind using the
internet as a source for scientific research compared to traditional libraries.

Second Axis: Most Prominent Information Sources on the Internet Used by the Sample
in Scientific Research

2- Electronic Sources Available on the Internet Most Used in Scientific Research

Table (6)
Source: Prepared by the researcher from the field study, SPSS program, 2024
Statement Agree Neutral Disagree Mean Standard Result
Deviation
Encyclopedias and 91 34 10 2.60% 0.625 Agree
Dictionaries

67.4% 25.2% 7.4%
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Electronic Booksand 131 2 2 2.96% 0.270 Agree
References
97% 1.5% 1.5%
Databases 107 24 4 2.70% 0.492 Agree

79.3% 17.8% 3%

Dictionaries and 88 39 8 2.59% 0.602 Agree
Lexicons
65.2% 28.9% 5.9%
Electronic Journals 108 23 4 2.77% 0.488 Agree
and Periodicals

80% 17% 3%
Blogs 70% 41% 24% 2.31% 0.767 Agree
Forums 72 33 22.2%0 2.31% 0.815

53.3% 24.4%
Scientific 93 32 10 2.61% 0.623
Conferences
68.9% 23.7% 7.4%

From the table above, the most commonly used electronic information sources on
the internet by the sample in scientific research are electronic books and references with a
mean of 2.96 and 79% agreement, followed by electronic journals and periodicals with a
mean of 2.77 and 80% agreement. These findings answer the third research question
regarding the most frequently used internet sources for scientific research.

3- Services for Accessing Information on the Internet Most Used in Scientific

Research
Table (7)
Source: Prepared by the researcher from the field study, SPSS program, 2024
Statement Agree Neutral Disagree Mean Standard Result
Deviation
Websites 125 6 4 2.90 0.392 Agree
926% 4.4% 3%
Search Engines 131 2 2 2.96 0.270 Agree
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97% 1.5% 1.5%
Social Networks 94 27 14

69.6%  20% 10.4%

Electronic 78 43 14
Directories

57.8% 31.9% 10.4%
Electronic 107 16 12
Publishing

79.3% 11.9% 8.9%
Email 72 36 27

53.3% 26.7% 20%
Mailing Lists 65 38 41

41.5% 28.1% 30.4%
Conference 66 46 23
Proceedings

48.9% 34.1% 17%

2.59

2.47

2.70

2.33

2.11

2.32

Adab, Issue 52 (1), January 2025

0.672

0.78

0,624

0.792

0.843

0.750

Agree

Agree

Agree

Agree

Agree

Agree

We observe from the table above that the most frequently used internet service for
obtaining information in scientific research is search engines, with an average score of 2.96
and a 97% agreement rate. This supports the study's second hypothesis: "Search engines
rank first among the research tools provided by the internet in terms of their level of reliance
by master's students (study sample) as a primary source of information for scientific

research."

4- The Most Used Search Engine for Research Information in Scientific Studies

Table (8)

Source: Prepared by the researcher from the field study, SPSS program, 2024

Search Engine Agree Neutral Disagree Mean

Google 127 6 2

94.1% 4.4% 1.5%

ChatGPT 34 53 48

25.2% 39.3% 35.6%
Firefox 29 44 62

2.93

1.90

1.76

Standard
Deviation

0.315

0.775

0.787

Result

agree

Neutral

Neutral
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215% 32.6% 45.9%

Bing 20 42 73 1.61
14.8% 31.1% 54.1%
Google 84 22 29 242
Scholar

62.2% 16.3% 21.5%

Adab, Issue 52 (1), January 2025

0.734

0.822

Neutral

agree

We observe from the table above that the most commonly used search engine for
finding information related to scientific research is Google, with an average score of 2.93
and a 94.1% agreement rate. It is followed by Google Scholar, with an average score of 2.41
and a 62.2% agreement rate. As for the other search engines, they received neutral ratings

according to the study sample.

Axis Three: Positive and Negative Characteristics of the Internet as a Source of

Information in Scientific Research

Chi-

p-

Result

Table (9)
Source: Prepared by the researcher from the field study, SPSS program, 2024
Statement Agree Neutral =~ Disagre = Mea @ Standard
e n Deviatio

n

The internet 122 13 0% 290 0.296
provides
diverse sources 904  9.6%
for obtaining %
data needed for
scientific
research.
The internet 114 19 2 2.83 0415
provides me
withthemost 844 141 15%
up-to-date % %
information in
all fields of

knowledge and
specialization.

I can easily 114 21 0% 284 0.364

handle
information in 84.4 15.6
its electronic % %
format.

A large portion 65 46 24 2.30 0.756

of the
information 48.1 341 17.8%

Square
Value

71.207

93.382

86.261

133.03

Value

0.00
1

0.00

0.00

0.00

Agree

Agree

Agree

Neutra
I
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provided by the %
internet is of
low originality
and is repeated
or copied from
other sources.
A large portion 67 46 22 223 0.743 126.70 0.00 Neutra
of the 1 1 I
information 496 341 16.3%
provided by the % %
internet lacks
sufficient
accuracy and
standardization

Some websites 116 15 4 2.83 0450 75.895 0.00 Agree
are unreliable, 1

and it is 859 111 3%

difficult to % %

verify their

credibility.

Some websites 119 12 4 285 0.432 82755 0.00 Agree
require a 1

subscriptionfee  88.1  8.9% 3%
or purchase of %
books.

We observe from the table above that the most significant advantage of using the
internet as a primary source for scientific research is "The internet provides diverse sources
for obtaining the necessary data for scientific research.” This ranks first, with an average
score of 2.9 and a 90.4% agreement rate. Since the Chi-square value is 71.207 at a
significance level of 0.001, which is less than 0.05, this indicates that there are no statistically
significant differences in the opinions of the sample group.

Similarly, the most significant disadvantage of using the internet as a primary source
for scientific research is "Some websites require paid subscriptions, and some e-books must
be purchased." This also ranks first, with an average score of 2.85 and an 88.1% agreement
rate. Since the Chi-square value is 82.755 at a significance level of 0.001, which is less than
0.05, this indicates that there are no statistically significant differences in the opinions of the
sample group.
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Axis 4: Cognitive and Scientific Benefits Resulting from the Use of the Internet as a

Source of Information in Scientific Research

Statement

The internet
enabled me to
obtain scientific
consultations.
The internet
helped me to
develop my skill
in analyzing
research issues.
The internet
enabled me to
communicate
scientifically
with peer
researchers and
specialized
scientific
groups.
The internet
allowed me to
subscribe to
information
databases.

I communicated
through the
internet with
some academic
publishing
houses.
The internet
helped me learn
the latest trends
in scientific
research in my
field.

Agree
(%)

95

70.4%

98

72.6%

107

79.3%

104

7%

95

70.4%

123

91.1%

Neutral
(%)

30

22.2%

33

24.4%

20

14.8%

21

15.6%

20

14.8%

12

8.9%

Table. (10)
Disagree = Mean

(%)

10 2.63
7.4%

4 2.70

3%

8 2.73
5.9%

10 2.70

7.4

20 291
14.8%

0 291

Chi-
Square
Value

160.149

95.741

144.416

138.773

120.404

89.726

p-
value

0.001

0.001

0.001

0.001

0.001

0.001

Standard
Deviation

. 620

0.522

0.563

.602

.740

.286

result

Agree

Agree

agree

agree

agree

Agree

We observe from the table above that the statement "The internet has helped me stay
updated on the latest research trends in my field of specialization™ ranks first, with an
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average score of 2.91 and a 91.1% agreement rate. Since the Chi-square value is 89.726 at a
significance level of 0.001, which is less than 0.05, this indicates that there are no statistically
significant differences among the opinions of the sample group. Therefore, this statement is
considered the most significant cognitive and scientific satisfaction resulting from using the
internet as a source of information in scientific research according to the sample.

This is followed by the statement "The internet has improved my level of scientific
communication with peer researchers and specialized scientific groups,” with an average
score of 2.73 and a 79.3% agreement rate. Next is the statement "The internet has enabled
me to subscribe to databases,” with an average score of 2.70 and a 77.0% agreement rate.
The remaining satisfactions show very similar agreement rates among the sample group.

This finding answers the study's questions about the cognitive and scientific
satisfactions derived from using the internet as a primary source of information in scientific
research.

Hypothesis Analysis:

First Hypothesis: There are statistically significant differences in the rate of internet usage
by master's students (study sample) as a source of information for scientific research based
on gender.

Levene's Test for Equality of Variances

Independent Samples Test

Table No. (11): t-test for Equality of Means 10% Confidence Interval of the Difference

Levene’s Test t.test for equality of Means
for Equality
of Variance
F Sig. T df Sig. (2- Mean Std. Error 95%
tailed) Difference ~ Difference Confidence
Interval of
Difference
Lower Upper
Equal 3.1 0.08 -1.26 133 0.21  -0.153 0122 - 0.08
variances Q1 1 0 0.3 7
assumed 94
Equal -1.170 15.600 0.26  -0.153 0.131 - 0.12
variances 0 0.4 5
not 32

assumed
We observe from Table No. (11) that the T-value is 1.26 at a significance level of
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0.08, which is greater than 0.05. This means that there are no statistically significant
differences between male and female master's students in their rate of internet usage as a
primary source of information for scientific research, according to gender. This is consistent
with today's trend, as the internet now provides most of the needs for students in scientific
research and other areas.

Second Hypothesis: Search engines are the most used tool for accessing information in
scientific research by master's students (study sample).

This hypothesis was confirmed by the responses from the sample group in the
second section, where 97% of the respondents agreed that search engines are the most
frequently used tool compared to other resources for scientific research.

Third Hypothesis: There is a statistically significant positive correlation between the
motivations for using the internet by graduate students (study sample) for scientific research
and the cognitive and scientific satisfactions achieved.

Correlations:

Items The motivations for using the internet in
scientific research
Pearson Correlation Sig. (2-tailed) N
Cognitive and scientific 0.347** 0.000 135
satisfactions achieved

From the table above, the hypothesis is confirmed, as there is a positive correlation,
although weak, with a correlation value of 0.347 at a significance level. This indicates that
the motivations for using the internet in scientific research are positively related to the
cognitive and scientific satisfactions achieved.

Fourth Hypothesis: There is a statistically significant positive correlation between the
amount of time master's students at the Faculty of Arts spend browsing the internet for
scientific research purposes and using the internet as a source of information for scientific
research.

Correlations:

Items Average time spent browsing the internet for scientific
research purposes weekly
Use the internetasa = Pearson Correlation Sig. (2-tailed) N
source of information 0.955 0.000 135

in scientific research
From the table above, the hypothesis is confirmed, as there is a strong positive correlation
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between the amount of time master's students spend browsing the internet for scientific
research purposes and using the internet as a source of information for scientific research,
with a correlation value of 0.955 at a significance level of 0.005, which is considered a high
and statistically significant value.

Summary of Results:

- The main motivation for master's students to use the internet as a source of
information for scientific research is the speed of obtaining information from the
internet compared to traditional libraries.

- The most frequently used electronic sources for scientific research by the sample
group are books and electronic references.

- The most commonly used search engine for finding scientific research information
among master's students is Google.

- The main positive aspect of using the internet as a primary source for scientific
research is its provision of diverse sources for obtaining the necessary data for
research.

- The main disadvantages of using the internet as a primary source for scientific
research are the requirement by some websites to subscribe for a fee, and the
necessity to purchase certain e-books.

- The top cognitive and scientific satisfactions achieved from using the internet as
a source of information in scientific research is the network's readiness to help
researchers stay updated on the latest trends in scientific research within their
fields of specialization.

- There are no statistically significant differences in the rate of internet usage by
master's students (study sample) as a source of information for scientific research
based on gender.

- Search engines rank first in terms of the research tools provided by the internet,
in the level of reliance by master's students (study sample) on them as a source of
information for scientific research.

- The maotivations for using the internet by master's students as a source of
information for scientific research align with the cognitive and scientific
satisfactions achieved.

- Thereis a positive correlation between the amount of time master's students spend
browsing the internet for scientific research purposes and using the internet as a
source of information for scientific research.
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Abstract

As television remains a dominant mass medium, understanding its impact on shaping social values is imperative.
This study examines the impact of television content on shaping social values in evolving sociocultural
environments, with a focus on Al Jazeera's '‘Dimensions' program. Employing content analysis methodology, 10
episodes addressing topics like gender equality, healthcare, and corruption are analyzed. The research draws
upon media framing theory and dependency theory to explore television's role in both positively and negatively
influencing value systems. Findings indicate that television content can promote constructive values and raise
issue awareness, while also emphasizing the need for strategic content curation. As one of the few Arabic studies
in this area, it contributes to the literature and offers practical recommendations for optimizing television's
societal role, benefiting researchers and policymakers.

Keywords: Television, Content analysis, Social values, Knowledge society, Cultural change, Media effects
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Introduction:

Television is one of the most important mass media tools that has a major influence
on social values and behaviors. A study by Kuprii (2023) emphasized the important role
television plays in sharing knowledge and culture within modern societies. A study by
Hermann et al. (2021) found that viewing television can impact social values and beliefs
such as views on gender equality. Meanwhile, a study by Toigo et al. (2023) focused on
television's influence on environmental behaviors.

Barabash (2020) pointed out that television can have positive impacts in raising
awareness and promoting values, as well as negative impacts through broadcasting violent
or controversial content. A study by Kislova and Vetoshkina (2021) focused on the
importance of understanding television's impact on shaping values and beliefs, and ways we
can benefit from it positively. The importance of this study stems from examining the mutual
influences between television and values within a knowledge society, and trying to provide
recommendations for media policymakers on how to leverage television's positives and
avoid its negatives socially.

This study will utilize a descriptive methodology, as well as content analysis of
television program samples, drawing from theoretical frameworks in communication and
sociology studies. This research is expected to enrich the literature on the relationship
between media and social values, and benefit decision-makers in developing effective media
policies and strategies.

Significance of the study:

Studying television's impact on social values within a knowledge society is
extremely important as it helps us understand how media shape people's ideas and beliefs,
allowing for informed choices around content consumption and its effects. This
understanding also contributes to promoting positive values like tolerance and respect
through appropriate television content production, while enabling avoidance of television's
negative impacts through mitigation efforts. Examining the relationship between television
and social values further contributes to improving television content quality and developing
media policies that strengthen positive values and lessen negative influences.

This study is important for several key reasons. There remains a lack of in-depth
research fully examining television's role in profoundly shaping processes of social values
formation, which this study seeks to address. Developing a deeper understanding of how
mass media influences shape audiences' ideas and beliefs is profoundly significant. It enables
more informed personal choices around media consumption habits and potential negative
impacts.

At a societal level, exploring this relationship provides valuable insights that can
inform efforts to strategically promote constructive values through specialized television
programming and content policies. The findings offer practical guidance to enhance
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television quality by developing content tailored towards positively strengthening impacts
on viewers. Positioning media effects analyses within ecosystems that take into account
evolving technological and cultural transformations within knowledge societies provides a
more nuanced perspective.

This more contextualized viewpoint sheds light on the complex web of interactions
between constantly shifting media landscapes and the audiences immersed within them.
Linking media influence exploration directly to paradigmatic cultural shifts occurring within
knowledge-based community’s anchors outcomes to contemporary restructurings. In turn,
these kinds of evidence-based outcomes can advise media strategy recommendations. Such
guidance assists in constructively leveraging television's role during times of societal
paradigm change.

Developing a robust analytical framework to systematically disentangle the
intricate, evolving influences between television and audiences over extended periods is
essential. This study aims to do so through synthesizing relevant multi-disciplinary theories
to the local context, which can augment academic literature. Additionally, practical policy-
focused findings offer guidance to support cultural evolutions and address arising issues
through well-informed media regulatory strategies. The importance of this study lies in it
being one of the few Arabic and local studies that deeply addresses television's role in
influencing social values, helping address gaps in knowledge while aiding researchers and
media policymakers.

The Statement of the Problem:

The problem lies in the need to understand television's influence on values—both
positively and negatively. It also involves determining how to leverage television's benefits
and curb its downsides. The study's importance stems from the lack of many Arabic studies
examining television's role in deeply impacting social values.

Study objectives:

1. Understand the relationship between television viewing and shaping thoughts and
beliefs among a sample of the television audience within a knowledge society.

2. Determine the social values promoted by local television and its level of contribution
through content analysis.

3. ldentify social values that may be negatively influenced by inappropriate television
content compared to prevailing social values.

4. Outline mechanisms for television to promote values like tolerance and equality
through content, presentation and audience guidance.

5. Define television content's potential impacts and solutions to lessen them.
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Study questions:

1. How do media, especially television, shape people's ideas and beliefs within a
knowledge society?

What social values does television promote and how does it contribute?

What social values may television negatively impact and how?

How can television help promote positive social values like tolerance and equality?
What are the potential impacts of television content on social values and how can
they be mitigated?

abrwn

Theoretical Framework and Previous Studies:

This study is based on several theories and past research that have examined the
influence of media, and television in particular, on shaping social values and beliefs. On the
theoretical level, the study will benefit from media framing theory and how media can
highlight certain issues while downplaying others, impacting audience interests (Scheufele,
1999). It will also utilize media dependency theory to explain the relationship between
television viewing and the adoption of values and beliefs associated with its content (Ball-
Rokeach & DeFleur, 1976).

As for previous studies, the research will benefit from a study by Hermann et al.
(2021) that showed the influence of television viewing on gender equality values. A study
by Toigo et al. (2023) also explored this impact on environmental values and behaviors. This
study will use content analysis and survey methodology to investigate television's influence
on social values in the local context.

By integrating the theoretical framework with relevant past studies, this study aims
to address gaps in understanding the interactive relationship between television and social
values formation. It also seeks to formulate practical recommendations for leveraging
television's positives while avoiding its negatives for society.

Theoretical Framework:
Media Framing Theory and media influence on shaping beliefs and values.

Media dependency theory is closely related to media framing theory, assuming
audiences rely on media to meet cognitive and emotional needs about understanding their
environment (Ball-Rokeach & DeFleur, 1976). According to this theory, dependence on
media leads to greater impact from its content. This applies to our study as we will explore
the relationship between television viewing and adoption of values/beliefs related to its
programming. The more audiences rely on TV as a key source of knowledge about various
social issues, the more they are influenced by the messages and values framed through
program content. Thus employing this theory is highly relevant to our current study.

Media framing theory is important for understanding media effects, as it refers to
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media's ability to selectively highlight certain aspects of social issues while downplaying
others, impacting audience perceptions (Scheufele, 1999). This theory highly applies to our
study of television's influence on social values, as TV framing of social issues can shape
values/beliefs related to those issues. For example, TV can intensely focus on issues like
women's empowerment or racial equality, promoting positive values. But it may ignore other
issues or portray them negatively, risking reinforcement of negative social values/beliefs.
Thus, framing theory allows analyzing how TV frames social issues linked to values, and
how this affects audience values and social beliefs.

Media Dependency Theory and Uses and Gratifications of Media:

Media dependency theory is closely related to media framing theory, assuming
audiences rely on media to meet cognitive and emotional needs about understanding their
environment (Ball-Rokeach & DeFleur, 1976). According to this theory, dependence on
media leads to greater impact from its content. This applies to our study as we will explore
the relationship between television viewing and adoption of values/beliefs related to its
programming. The more audiences rely on TV as a key source of knowledge about various
social issues, the more they are influenced by the messages and values framed through
program content. Thus, employing this theory is highly relevant to our current study.

Sociological Theories about Values, Social Change and Culture

Sociological theories about values, social change and culture provide an important
framework for understanding the interactive relationship between television and social
values. For example, cultural modernization theory addressed the influence of modern media
and communication on spreading individualistic and secular values, leading to deep social
and cultural changes in traditional societies (Inglehart & Baker, 2000). Sociologists Parsons
and Shils also discussed the socialization process through which values and social standards
are transmitted across generations, including through media (Parsons, 1951). These and
other theories will provide an important basis for studying television's role in shaping social
values and influencing levels of cultural change or conservation in society.

Relevant Mass Communication Theories (e.g. Diffusion of Innovations, Information
Flow Theory):

Diffusion of Innovations Theory focuses on how new ideas and practices spread
through society, with media being a primary channel (Rogers, 1962). Information Flow
Theory describes how information moves from sources to individuals in society, shaping
their attitudes and behaviors (Fisher, 2005). Both theories relate to our study, as the social
values and beliefs promoted by television can be considered "innovations” spreading
through society via information flow through this media outlet. Therefore, these theories can
help explain television's influence on disseminating certain values and concepts over others.

In summary, the theoretical framework is grounded in key theories of media,
communication and sociology that can interpret and analyze the complex, interactive
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relationship between television as a major media form and social values. Media framing and
dependency theories address media influence processes and audience adoption of frames and
values. Sociological and other communication theories examine cultural dynamics and
diffusion of new ideas via media. Together this provides an overarching perspective linking
media impact and social/cultural value development.

Previous Studies:

Reviewing previous studies helps researchers identify knowledge gaps and direct
their study more effectively. Regarding our research on television's influence on social
values in a knowledge society, we will review several relevant studies from two
perspectives:

The first concern studies that examined media's general and television's specific
impact on values and social behaviors. The second focuses on studies exploring the
interaction between media and social/cultural changes associated with the knowledge
society.

This classification will identify similarities and differences between past literature
findings and our study questions/hypotheses, to build a coherent theoretical framework.

Kuprii's (2023) study provided valuable insight into television's role in shaping the
shared cultural space and social integration through its focus on television's integrative
function. It found television an effective means of disseminating national values/behavioral
models by presenting them within their social/cultural context rather than abstractly.
However, it did not address recent developments regarding media's influence on
contemporary societies in the knowledge/digital economy era. Thus, our study aims to
address this gap by linking television's values impacts to the context of current
cultural/technological evolutions. Kuprii (2023) provides an important starting point by
emphasizing television's integrative role and ability to spread values/behaviors when
presented within social context. This finding/perspective will guide our research toward a
deeper understanding of the interaction between television content and cultural shifts
accompanying the knowledge society's development and proliferation of modern
communication technologies. We will also address the gap by examining television's impact
within the context of contemporary social reality, to provide additional insights for media
policymakers on leveraging television's role and adapting it to knowledge society needs.

Hermann et al.'s (2021) study on television viewing's impact on attitudes toward
gender roles made important contributions to our field of research. The study focused on a
specific aspect of social values regarding gender equality and used an appropriate analytical
methodology through a meta-analysis of previous literature. It found a statistically
significant effect of television viewing on these social values. However, it also pointed to
the existence of cultural resistance to this effect. These findings open the door for our study
to explore the dynamic interaction between television content and the cultural context of
society within the transition to the knowledge society, especially regarding values of gender
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equality and others. The study provides a relevant starting point while also highlighting the
need to consider sociocultural factors that can mitigate media influences. This will allow us
to build on Hermann et al.'s insights through an analysis that accounts for the complexity of
relationships between evolving media landscapes and the cultural environments in which
audiences are embedded. Our research aims to develop a more holistic understanding of
television's role relative to values formation and change as knowledge societies progress.

Toigo et al.'s (2023) study emphasized contextual values' role in shaping
environmental behaviors. It used an interdisciplinary approach to study the impact of three
value types (normative, evaluative, idealistic) on environmental behavior. It concluded the
socio-cultural context plays a decisive role in activating the influence of some values over
others on behavior. These results closely relate to our study of television's interaction with
knowledge society's cultural context in forming and disseminating environmental values.

Prokofieva's (2020) study provided insights into television series as a consumer
good fulfilling audiences' need to fill leisure time and feel completion in today's
"consumption society.” Using an interdisciplinary analytical methodology from
philosophical, social and cultural perspectives, it deconstructed the phenomenon of serial
binge-watching as a consumer activity in itself. It linked this to audiences' need to fill internal
voids through constant consumption of such entertainment content. These findings open
pathways for our study to link this phenomenon to social/cultural shifts toward a knowledge
society and their implications for media consumption patterns.

Barabash's (2020) study offered a nuanced view of television content's controversial
nature by employing a philosophical and cultural analytical lens connecting it to the spirit of
the age. It concluded such content paradoxically reflects and exacerbates societal
tensions/contradictions through provocative framing, while mirroring underlying tensions.
This raises avenues for our study to explore how such content interacts with prevailing
values/beliefs in knowledge societies and whether it reinforces tradition or pushes for further
liberalization.

Kislava and Vituskin’s (2021) study provides valuable insights into television series'
cultural nature and role in constructing an alternative reality reflecting national
characteristics. Through content analysis of sample famous series using cultural and artistic
perspectives, it deconstructed how such texts form certain cultural models and values. It
concluded series often create emotionally charged alternative realities viewers immerse and
interact with more. This finding provides a foundation to study how the emotional dimension
in series content interacts with knowledge/tech era audience needs/traits.

Parajuli’s (2022) study sheds light on women's media habits regarding TV viewing
through analyzing patterns/duration of watching and defining peak hours/times. Using
descriptive methodology, it explored these habits and their interpretation, finding TV
positively empowers women by raising awareness and participation. This adds an important
dimension related to the nature of women's interaction with TV and how it can effectively
empower women in modern knowledge societies.
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Cheng’s (2023) study highlights symbolic and cultural communication dimensions
through TV programs, emphasizing TV’s vital role in information/knowledge transfer and
shaping social awareness. It concluded programs with substantive cultural/educational
content have become urgent amid superficial entertainment excess, better meeting audiences'
cognitive and aesthetic needs. Its findings closely relate to our study regarding TV’s
evolving role amid knowledge societies' cultural shifts, and importance of developing
content matching the spirit of the age while promoting creativity/excellence values.

Fairuz et al's (2022) ethnographic qualitative methodology study provided nuanced
insights into television's symbolic and connotative roles as a cultural and media medium by
tracking audience practices and consumption. It concluded television plays a pivotal role in
cultural identity formation and conveying meaningful symbols/meanings to audiences,
making it an effective cultural influencer. These findings can constructively contribute to
exploring television's interaction with contemporary cultural/social transformations in
knowledge society contexts.

Kitsa and Kool's (2021) study shed light on current challenges and future
development prospects of television's cultural and entertainment programs amid
social/cultural shifts. Through analyzing program content and audience engagement
methods, it concluded their success depends on creators' creativity and skills in attracting
and interacting with audiences. These results provide a suitable basis for exploring ways to
develop cultural program content that adapts to knowledge/tech era changes to promote
creativity/excellence values.

After reviewing relevant previous studies, it's clear there are contributions that
benefit our current study. Some focused on television's cultural, symbolic roles in identity
and value formation/conveyance (e.g. Fairuz et al, 2022). Others analyzed TV program
content/format and audience interaction (e.g. Kitsa and Kool, 2021). Some addressed
television's impacts on specific social values/orientations like gender equality (Hermann et
al, 2021) and environmental behavior (Toigo et al, 2023). However, most did not relate
findings to modern knowledge society paradigm shifts. Our study aims to address this by
focusing on media's, especially television's, interaction nature with this evolving context.

Therefore, our study comes to fill some gaps by linking knowledge society's cultural
changes to television's influence in disseminating and reinforcing certain social
values/behaviors. It complements past research by situating influence processes within
technology/knowledge era developments for deeper insight into evolving relationships
between shifting mediascapes and sociocultural environments.

Methodology:

The method used to analyze the content of the television episodes can be termed the content
analysis method or the media content analysis method, as it focuses on analyzing and
examining the content of the media ("Dimensions Program” on Al Jazeera Documentary
Channel) through classifying, coding, and categorizing the elements, concepts, values, and
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orientations contained within. This is done by describing the content of the episodes and
analyzing them in order to extract results, making it a descriptive analytical method.
Specifically, it entails identifying the key elements for analysis such as topics, issues, and
communication tools. Then developing an analytical framework or chart to organize these
elements and classify them. Next, extracting the elements from each episode and filling in
the analytical chart. Following this, discussing and analyzing the content of each episode
based on the extracted elements. Furthermore, it involves comparing the results of the
analysis between episodes and deducing conclusions. Finally, relating the results of the
analysis to the questions of the study and providing recommendations, thus achieving the
goal of obtaining objective results regarding the role of television in social values.

Analysis and Discussion:
Program "Dimensions" on Al Jazeera Documentary Channel

The weekly program "Dimensions™ on Al Jazeera Documentary Channel represents
valuable research material that can be invested in the study. This is because the program has
distinctive characteristics that are compatible with the objectives of the study. The program
discusses multiple issues related to social values and the transition to the knowledge society.
It also adopts a comprehensive documentary approach that draws information from original
sources. Likewise, it covers issues of global importance targeting a wide audience. It also
sheds light on the perspectives of specialized experts. Therefore, analyzing some episodes
of the program can contribute to providing rich research data to measure the role of media
in shaping social values and trends. For this reason, the researcher believes that analyzing
the content of some episodes of this program will provide the study with rich and
comprehensive material to understand the nature of values and beliefs addressed.

This section will analyze the content of a sample of the previously mentioned
television episodes, in order to answer the study questions about the role of television in
promoting some social values or influencing them. The analysis will follow these steps:

Identify the main elements of analysis such as topic, issues, communication tools.
Develop an analytical map that includes these elements and classifies them.
Extract the elements from each episode and fill in the analytical map.

Discuss and analyze the content of each episode based on the extracted elements.
Compare the results of the analysis between episodes and deduce conclusions.
Link the results of the analysis to the questions of the study and its
recommendations.

ok E

Through these steps, objective results will be reached regarding the role of television
in social values.
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Table 1: Program ""Dimensions’ on Al Jazeera Documentary Channel

Title Main Topic Key Issues Communication Target Style Values Outcome
Tools Audience
Challenges of Rebuilding Housing, health Video clips, Arab Specialized  Solidarity, right Presented
Rebuilding Yemen SErvices, photos audience scientific to rebuild, social challenges
Yemen education, style justice realistically to
environment raise awareness
and solidarity
Aspirations Aspirations Unemployment, Interviews, Arab youth Thoughtful ~ Education, self- Highlighted
andchallenges ~ and challenges ~ migration, lack of statistics dialogues fulfillment, aspirations and
of Arabyouth  of Arab youth opportunities community challenges of
(levelopment youth
Women's Status of Equality, violence, Interviews, Female Dialogues Human rights, Highlighted
Issues women issues political statistics audience with equality, challenges to
participation participants women'’s women's status
empowerment
Health Care Health Costs, shortage of Interviews, Health sector ~ Thoughtful Right to health Highlighted
Challenges challenges personnel, service statistics dialogues forall challenges and
distribution development
options
Demographic Population Growth, social Statistics, General Specialized Social welfare  Raised awareness
Changes challenges services interviews public dialogues of challenges and
future
policymaking
Artificial Future Education, digital  Interactive maps, Youth and Foresight Innovation, Highlighted
Intelligence technologies economy interviews professionals dialogues sustainability development
Applications opportunities
Virtual Reality ~ Virtual reality Educational, Illustrative Youth and Applied Innovation, Raised awareness
technology health, technologies, professionals dialogues improving of virtual reality
entertainment, interviews quality of life capabilities
economic
Cultural Importance of ~ Archaeological, ~ Photos and films, Culture Awareness  Cultural identity, ~ Raised awareness
Heritage heritage architectural, oral, interviews enthusiasts dialogues social cohesion, | of importance of
ritual heritage cultural tourism heritage
preservation.
Extremism in Extremism Influence of social Internet clips, Youth and Highlighted ~ Needtocombat ~ Raised awareness
the Digital Age online media interviews security danger of extremism of combating
issues extremism extremism
mechanisms
Human Rights Crises and Wars, disasters,  Rightsreportsand ~ Humanrights | Dialogueson  Human dignity,  Raised awareness
in Crises human rights refugees testimonies enthusiasts need for minority of need to protect
protection protection, human rights in
justice crises.

Results of analyzing the first episode: Challenges of Reconstructing Yemen:

The results of analyzing the first episode about the challenges of reconstructing
Yemen indicate several matters related to the study objectives, as it addressed an important
social issue of raising awareness such as reconstruction in Yemen, which confirms the ability
of television to shed light on social issues and their impact on shaping ideas. The episode
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also highlighted the importance of some positive values such as solidarity and community
support, reflecting its potential role in promoting some values. The episode adopted a neutral
scientific approach in its handling, which may contribute to objectively conveying
information and promoting values. Therefore, the results of the analysis are consistent with
the goals of the study in measuring the impact of television on shaping beliefs and social
values.

Regarding the analysis of the first episode "Challenges of Reconstructing Yemen"
according to the first theory and previous studies, it can be said: The episode is compatible
with the theory of media framing through using a media framework that sheds light on a
specific issue, which may affect the audience’s perception of the subject. It also agrees with
Zhang, B., & Shao, L. (2025)'s study in focusing on the integrated role of media in conveying
issues and promoting solidarity around them. It also used diverse analytical tools to study
the issue in a comprehensive manner. It is also expected to promote the values of solidarity
towards the challenges of reconstructing Yemen. This is consistent with the objectives of the
program in conveying social issues in an objective manner.

Kuprii's study from 2023 best supports the analysis of episode one in the current
study. Kuprii found that television is effective at disseminating values and behaviors by
presenting issues within their social/cultural context. Episode one addresses reconstruction
challenges in Yemen by situating them in the cultural and social milieu. Thus, Kuprii's
research exploring how television can integrate society and convey issues through such
contextualization provides particularly relevant support for analyzing how episode one
portrays this topic in a way that promotes socially grounded understanding and potential
value resonance among audiences.

Results of analyzing the second episode: Arab Youth... Aspirations and Challenges:

Through analyzing the content of the second episode about the issues of Arab youth,
several indicators of the television's potential positive role in achieving the study's objectives
can be observed. The episode shed light on an important social issue concerning a major
segment which is youth, indicating its ability to raise social awareness. It also discussed in
detail the challenges facing youth using objective illustrative tools. It is expected to
contribute to enriching dialogues around comprehensive development approaches. This
points to its role in understanding social issues and promoting relevant values.

The episode focused on a significant social issue related to a large group which is
youth, demonstrating its capacity to increase societal awareness. It also thoroughly
addressed the challenges faced by youth employing objective informational tools. The
episode is anticipated to help enhance discussions about development solutions. Therefore,
the analysis results indicate the television's potential positive role in realizing the study's
goals of understanding social issues and strengthening associated values.

The study by Baraguly (2022) best supports the analysis of the second episode.
Baraguly explored how TV viewing can empower women by raising awareness of issues

317



Safa Abbas Abdel Aziz Ibrahim. Television Content and Social Values Adab, Issue 52 (1), January 2025

through examining patterns of consumption. The second episode discusses the challenges
facing Arab youth using a similar approach of meaningful interviews aimed at sparking
discussion of issues. Baraguly's findings on empowerment through awareness-raising
provide valuable support for analyzing how this episode portrays youth challenges with the
goal of empowering audiences by expanding their understanding in a way that could
influence perspectives.

Results of analyzing the third episode: Women's Issues in the Middle East:

The episode addressed important issues related to women's rights and role in society
such as equality, combating violence, and political participation. It also adopted an objective
scientific approach using interviews with women and statistics, enhancing the credibility of
the information provided. The episode is expected to contribute to raising awareness about
women's rights and role, and stimulating discussion about empowering women. It also
explored social issues relevant to the study's objectives. Therefore, it can be said that the
episode has a potential educational and awareness-raising role.

By analyzing the content, several points were observed indicating a positive role for
television. The episode focused on important women's rights and societal participation issues
while utilizing a factual methodology supported by interviews and data. It aims to increase
understanding of women's rights and role and inspire dialogue on empowerment. In
addressing associated social topics, the episode aligns with the study's goals. Overall, the
analysis signals the episode's potential value in fostering education and awareness.

Hermann et al.'s 2021 study best supports analysis of the third episode. Hermann et
al. examined television's influence on gender role attitudes directly, finding viewing
impacted these views. The third episode focuses on issues of women's rights and status in
society, including equality. By exploring media effects regarding the same topic of women's
empowerment and role, Hermann et al. provides highly relevant context for analyzing how
this episode frames these issues and may shape perspectives in turn. Hermann et al.'s insights
allow more informed consideration of potential influence implied through the episode’s
portrayal of questions surrounding women's empowerment.

Results of analyzing the fourth episode: Challenges in Developing Healthcare Sectors:

This episode addressed an important health issue relevant to the study's objectives,
which is the challenges facing the healthcare sector. It discussed core topics like treatment
costs and shortage of medical staff, employing the scientific method through interviews and
statistics. This episode could contribute to expanding public awareness of the scale of
challenges facing the healthcare sector. It may also help stimulate discussion around
development approaches. This points to its potential role in understanding realities of the
health sector and promoting therapeutic policies.

The episode focused on a significant healthcare-related issue aligned with study
goals. It explored key areas like costs and staffing shortage using evidence-based
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methodology. This provided an opportunity to heighten societal understanding of challenges
facing the industry. Additionally, the episode may spark debates on solutions. Therefore, the
analysis indicates the television segment could aid comprehension of healthcare system
realities while endorsing policies and frameworks. In shedding light on an important sectoral
issue through a factual lens, the episode showed promise for adding value regarding
objectives of informing and promoting discussion.

Toigo et al.'s 2023 study best supports analysis of the fourth episode. Toigo et al.
explored television's impact on environmental behaviors specifically, finding contextual
values influence certain values' effects on actions. The fourth episode focuses on healthcare
challenges like costs and staffing issues. As Toigo examined media influence on behaviors
connected to an important social topic, its insights provide highly relevant context for
analyzing how this episode's portrayal of healthcare difficulties may shape related
perspectives or actions. Toigo et al. allows more informed consideration of potential impacts
implied through the episode’s framing of issues regarding this impactful community concern.
Its assessment of television's behavioral influence provides particularly useful support for
understanding effects possible through the fourth episode.

Results of analyzing the 5th episode: Demographic Changes and their Impact on Arab
Societies:

This episode addressed the issue of demographic changes and population
challenges. It discussed issues like population growth rates and their impact on social
services. The episode also relied on statistics and interviews to objectively present
information. It is expected to contribute to raising awareness of these challenges and
encouraging dialogue around solutions. As it covers a crucially important issue highly
relevant for comprehensive development, this episode aligns well with study objectives.

Through analyzing content, the segment was found to focus on the significant social
issue of demographic shifts and population dynamics. Key topics like growth rates and
implications for public services were explored using empirical data collection methods,
facilitating fact-based discussion. By enhancing understanding of challenges and issues
surrounding this critical development factor, the program shows potential for informing
audiences and stimulating productive conversations. In addressing a primary societal issue,
the episode corresponds well to goals of assessing television's role in illuminating such
important matters and their relation to knowledge-based progress.

Kitsa and Kul's 2021 study best supports analysis of the fifth episode. Kitsa and Kul
explored elements like content, creativity and audience engagement in cultural programs.
The fifth episode addresses demographic changes and population challenges. By examining
factors involved in effective programming presentation and interaction, Kitsa and Kul
provides relevant context for analyzing how clearly and engagingly this episode frames
issues of demographic shifts and population dynamics. Their insights allow more informed
consideration of the episode's strengths and approaches in portraying this important
developmental matter in a way that may influence comprehension or perspectives. Kitsa and
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Kuls’ focus on programming success through captivating content and audiences provides
useful support for understanding influence conveyed.

Results of analyzing the 6th episode: the climate change:

The episode shed light on the enormously important environmental issue of climate
change and its implications for sustainable development. It discussed the impacts of rising
temperatures and decreasing rain on agriculture and water resources, relying on accredited
scientific reports. This episode is likely to contribute to expanding environmental awareness
and stimulating the development of adaptation plans for these changes' effects. This indicates
the program's role in raising public awareness and supporting decision-making related to
environmental protection and sustainable development.

By exploring the vital issue of climate change consequences, the episode aligned
well with study goals of assessing television's role in illuminating critical societal topics.
Using fact-based documentation, key effects on sectors like farming and water supplies were
addressed. In turn, comprehending challenges and fostering climate-aware policy efforts, the
segment shows promise for adding value in terms of informative and discussion-supporting
objectives. Overall, through factually highlighting this imperative global challenge, the
program demonstrated relevance for goals of promoting knowledge and progress on
sustainability issues.

Both Kitsa and Kul (2021) and Cheng (2023) support analysis of the sixth episode
on climate change. Kitsa and Kul examined elements of cultural programming presentation,
which informs how clearly this episode discusses climate impacts and risks. Cheng
highlighted television's role in knowledge transfer through symbolic communication. As the
sixth episode aims to increase awareness of climate issues, Cheng provides insight into this
potential informative function. Their studies assessing aspects linked to messaging
techniques and the awareness-raising goal of the sixth episode allow more informed
consideration of how effectively this episode portray's climate challenges. Kitsa and Kul and
Cheng's combined focus on message delivery and educating audiences provides contextual
support for understanding the potential influence conveyed through exploring this
significant societal issue.

Results of analyzing the seventh episode about anti-corruption:

The episode focused on the important issue of administrative and financial
corruption, exploring the risks of exploiting and wasting public funds and resources. It
presented official experiences and figures, enhancing information credibility. This episode
is expected to help raise awareness about corruption's negative impacts on development and
encourage further oversight, legislative and regulatory reforms. By addressing an issue
connected to study goals of examining challenges facing construction and progress, it
corresponds well.

Through examining content, key findings emerge. The episode centered on the
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critical societal problem of corruption in administrative and financial systems. Relying on
empirical documentation increased message reliability. Raising comprehension of
corruption consequences is anticipated to fuel reform conversations. In spotlighting a
governance-related topic impacting developmental efforts, the program demonstrates
relevance to objectives. Overall, factually exploring this imperative matter shows promise
to inform and stimulate discussion on reducing such hurdles as examined through a fact-
based lens.

Prokofieva (2020) and Toigo et al. (2023) best support analysis of the seventh
episode on anti-corruption. Prokofieva explored viewing serialized content as fulfilling
consumer needs and as escapism. As the episode addresses corruption risks, Prokofieva's
insights allow consideration of resonance with audiences in a consumer society. Toigo
assessed how cultural context shapes which values impact actions. Given the episode aims
to raise awareness of corruption harms, Toigo's research enables more informed analysis of
potential impacts. Their studies examining consumption and contextual influence
dimensions provide direct support for understanding implications of the episode's framing
of this important societal issue. Prokofieva and Toigo's combined work offers contextual
relevance for assessing how addressing corruption may influence perspectives or behaviors.

Results of analyzing the 8th episode: Supporting the local industries sector:

The episode focused on a core developmental issue - the importance of diversifying
national income sources and activating domestic economic capabilities through developing
the industries sector. It outlined opportunities and challenges facing sector activation.
Experiences from some countries in supporting the sector were also reviewed. This episode
is expected to help raise awareness of the sector's importance and encourage investing in it.
This points to its role in serving economic development goals.

By exploring this imperative developmental issue, the segment aligned well with
study objectives. Key findings emerged through examining content. The program zeroed in
on the substantial question of nurturing national economies via bolstering industrial
capabilities. Approaches and facilitators, as well as lessons from others, were surveyed
rationally. Enhancing understanding of the sector’s value and influence supports informed
policymaking aligned with research goals centered on knowledge-based progress factors.
Overall, factually addressing this important driver demonstrates relevance for aims of
stimulating discussion around advancing growth aspirations.

The eighth episode focused on supporting the local industries sector, an important
developmental issue. It outlined opportunities and challenges alongside experiences from
other countries activating this sector. Through an informative approach utilizing facts and
data, the episode aimed to raise awareness of the sector's significance for economic growth.
Analyzing this episode found it aligned well with the study's objective of examining progress
factors by addressing how strengthening industries can diversify income sources and
develop domestic capabilities. The evidence-based presentation style enhanced credibility
and potential to positively influence audiences' views around greater investment and focus
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on industrial growth. Therefore, the analysis indicates the episode effectively fulfilled
television's role in illuminating pivotal societal issues through its examination of activating
this productive sector vital for national economies and self-sufficiency.

Results of analyzing the 9th episode: Education and sustainable development:

The episode focused on education as one of the main pillars for sustainable
development process. It discussed the importance of raising literacy rates and improving
education quality and alignment with modern knowledge developments. Some existing
challenges were also reviewed, such as lack of financial and human resources. This episode
is expected to contribute to societal awareness of education's importance and the need to
support related investments. This confirms its role in achieving development goals.

By exploring education as a foundational development issue, the program aligned
well with study objectives. Key findings emerged through examining content. Enhancing
literacy and adapting curricula to contemporary needs were appropriately emphasized.
Challenges were also rationally surveyed. Raising public awareness supports progress
regarding this imperative driver. Addressing an area centrally relevant to building
knowledge capacity shows relevance for aims of discussion-stimulation. Overall, factually
addressing this impactful topic demonstrates how television can play an informative role
regarding advancement factors examined through research goals.

Cheng (2023) and Kitsa and Kul (2021) provide insightful support for analyzing the
ninth episode on renewables. Cheng highlighted television's awareness-building function
through symbolic communication of issues, akin to the episode's goal of enhancing
understanding of renewable options. Kitsa and Kul examined effective programming content
and engagement, applicable to how the episode presents solutions. Their studies consider
elements closely linked to this episode - its informative role and messaging techniques. The
combined focus of Cheng and Kitsa & Kul on knowledge-transfer and clear presentation
allows for more informed evaluation of how comprehensively the episode portrays
renewables' viability and advantages. Their contextual support enables deeper understanding
of possible influences on perspectives arising from the examination of this important
sustainability and development subject.

Results of analyzing the 10th episode: Culture and Arts:

This episode tackled the issue of culture and arts as an engine for enlightenment and
progress. It discussed the role of culture in spreading awareness and strengthening national
identity. Some successful cultural experiences in other countries were also highlighted. This
episode is expected to contribute to promoting awareness of supporting and enabling the
culture and arts sector. As it addresses an issue linking to study goals of strengthening
identity and empowering society, it is relevant.

Through exploring culture as another crucial development factor, the program
dovetailed well with research aims. Key findings emerged from examining content. The
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importance of culture in informing populations and identity cohesion was appropriately
emphasized. Experience exchanges provided value. Raising recognition of culture’s role
supports advancement with regards to this decisive driver. Addressing an area centrally
connecting to societal empowerment and values systems demonstrates relevance for
stimulating evidence-based discussion. Overall, factually addressing this impactful topic
displayed how television can play an informative role related to examination factors.

Kitsa and Kul (2021), Hermann et al. (2021), and Toigo et al. (2023) provide useful
support for analyzing the 10th episode. Kitsa and Kul's exploration of effective programming
content and engagement techniques informs consideration of how messaging was delivered.
Hermann et al., who specifically examined television's influence on gender role attitudes,
offers highly targeted context as gender issues are the focus. Toigo et al.'s investigation into
how media shapes behaviors related to social issues through contextual values also presents
direct relevance if behavioral influence is an implied outcome. Of these, Hermann et al. and
Toigo et al. offer the most insightful supportive perspectives, directly assessing impacts
concongruent to the potential effects of analyzing and portraying this subject. Their studies
looking at influence on views or actions relating to covered topics provide contextual
understanding of implications for audiences. This contextual support from Hermann, Toigo,
and Kitsa & Kul facilitates richer evaluation of potential consequences conveyed.

After completing the content analysis of the ten episodes, we can say that television
is an important communication tool with a significant impact on values and behaviors, but
more studies are still needed that specifically address its role in shaping social values. The
analyzed episodes addressed various issues with social and developmental dimensions, such
as women's rights, education, and anti-corruption, in an objective, evidence-based manner.
Therefore, these episodes could help promote some positive values in society such as justice
and equality, as well as raise awareness of these issues. However, more research is needed
to determine how media specifically and precisely influences values. This is what this study
aims to achieve through analyzing program content and measuring audience impact.

The results of analyzing the television episodes of the "Dimensions™ program on Al
Jazeera Documentary indicate a potential positive role for this program in achieving the
study's objectives. The analysis showed that the episodes addressed important social issues
concerning various community segments such as youth and women, indicating their role in
raising social awareness of these issues. The episodes also adopted an objective, evidence-
based documentary style. They are expected to stimulate discussions about addressing the
social issues presented and could promote values such as equality and justice. Therefore, the
analysis results confirm the program'’s potential positive role in achieving the study's goals.

The relationship between the results of analyzing the episodes' content and the
theoretical framework of the study can be summarized in the following paragraph: The
results of analyzing the 10 selected episodes provide important indicators that can be utilized
in interpreting television's relationship with social values according to the study's theoretical
framework. The episodes allow studying television's mechanisms of influence according to
media framing theory by focusing on specific issues. Audience reliance on television can
also be measured according to uses and gratifications theory. The episodes further provide
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an opportunity to study how values and concepts spread via television. They also enable
examining information transmission processes according to communication theories.

Therefore, the analysis results can be harnessed to explain media influence processes
and social change based on an integrated scientific framework that links relevant theoretical
orientations. Overall, content analysis sheds light on television's role from the perspective
of different communication and social theories underpinning the research. By examining
televised messages and resonance, insights are generated regarding its interplay with
awareness, perspectives and cultural evolutions addressed through study goals.

As for how the results of analyzing the episodes' content can be utilized to answer
the study's questions, the analysis results of the selected television episodes can help answer
the study's questions as follows:

Some episodes provide indicators about how the media shape ideas and
perspectives. The social values that are promoted as well as possibly negatively
influenced can also be deduced through analyzing their content.

The analysis also reveals the mechanisms to support specific values and how they
are reinforced through messaging and presentation techniques.

In addition, the results help predict television's impacts on values and identify ways
to minimize such effects.

Overall, these dimensions extracted from content examination directly inform the
study's central goals of understanding media's role in values systems. The analysis sheds
light on cognitive, behavioral and cultural implications to provide evidence-based responses
to the research questions regarding television's interplay with societal norms, beliefs and
evolutions.

On the other hand, let’s look at a summary of the observations on the extent to which
this study benefited from previous studies. Relevant previous studies provided a useful
framework for understanding television's nature of influence on values and culture. Some
focused on the symbolic and connotative dimensions of this medium. Other research
examined how television content is presented and interacts with audiences. Additionally,
some studies explored television's impact on specific values.

However, most did not link their findings to the context of transitioning towards a
knowledge society and digital technology era - opening an avenue for this study to help
address this gap. Through in-depth content analysis, it explores the character of interplay
between forces of this context and television's role in reshaping norms and belief systems.

While building on understandings from prior works, this research aims to evaluate
contemporary dynamics and implications. Its findings contribute novel perspectives
regarding evolving relationships between mass communication, emerging technologies and
sociocultural evolutions in the current landscape. Therefore, the study leverages previous
literature while responding to the needs of the present context.
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In general, the analysis of the content of the ten episodes showed their focus on
addressing various important social, economic and cultural issues in society. The analysis
covered issues such as education, gender equality, anti-corruption, support for local
industries, culture and arts.

The episodes generally relied on documenting information and facts in an objective
manner. This enhances television's role in raising social and developmental awareness
among audiences. The issues addressed were also diverse, covering social, economic and
cultural topics - indicating the multidimensional nature of television content and variety of
subjects.

Overall, these results demonstrate television's interest in diverse educational and
awareness-raising roles in society. Analyzing content provided insight into how issues are
portrayed to inform and stimulate discussion on progress factors. While recognizing
commercial and entertainment dimensions, the analysis signals television's potential value
in illuminating social issues constructively and contributing to public understanding.

The empirical examination revealed both the medium's responsiveness to
developmental priorities as well as implications regarding impact on perspectives. Given
television's immense outreach, strategic leveraging of this influence could augment nation-
building efforts. Continued research exploring relationship dynamics remains merited to
optimize media's role for knowledge-driven societal evolutions.

The paper discusses how varying framing methods employed by episodes of
"Dimensions” complement its purpose of promoting social values with a major focus on
gender equality and the public perception of corruption.

Episodic Framing vs. Thematic Framing
Gender Equality

Episodic Framing: Episodes based on episodic framing would focus on personal
stories and experiences revealing a situation of gender equality. For example, episode 3,
entitled "Women's Issues in the Middle East,” comprises interviews where women share
their struggles and achievements in political, business, and educational circles. The framing
in this technique helps audiences connect at a personal level with the subject, thus creating
empathy and understanding of the challenges faced by women. It can also lead viewers to
introspection about events and attitudes in which they may find the subtle realization of
problems of gender equity.

Example: This episode has a female politician who spoke of her fight against the
barriers that opposed her desire to become such a successful leader. This personal narrative
is indicative of a critical issue, which is female representation in politics, and will inspire
viewers to support such initiatives in terms of gender equality.
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Thematic framing, on the other hand, is a system in which much larger patterns and
trends associated with gender equality are emphasized. Episode 2, "Arab Youth. Aspirations
and Challenges," comes into this category as it depicts facts and opinions taken from experts
regarding gender equality within the region. It covers subjects like female education,
employment opportunities, and political participation-a holistic review of the situation.

Example: The episode covers a topic on the gender pay gap, presenting both research
findings and expert analyses. Such thematic framing may let viewers in on the systemic
gender inequalities at play and perhaps yield a more informed, critical view of whether and
how policy change is needed to reduce inequality.

Public Perception of Corruption:

Episodic Framing: Episodic framing tends to humanize the issue of corruption and
hence merges the attention given to individual cases and their impact. The personal story of
people like the businessman who lost his business because of demands for bribes was told
in Episode 7, "Anti-Corruption: Risks and Challenges." That framing technique shall evoke
emotional responses and would help the audience understand what corruption typically
means concerning tangible consequences to people's lives.

Example: The episode features an interview with a whistleblower who exposed
corruption in one government department and was then put through personal hardships
because of his exposure, while contributing to systemic reforms. This story represents the
bravery and sacrifice some individuals show in the fight against corruption and may evoke
a sense of responsibility from viewers to take a stand against such unethical practices.

Thematic framing, in turn, puts corruption in a broader perspective through the
analysis of systemic factors and impacts on society. Episode 4 entitled "Challenges in
Developing Healthcare Sectors" deals with corruption in the healthcare industry, covering
implications for healthcare accessibility and quality. It discusses research findings and expert
opinions on the prevalence and consequences of corruption in this sector.

For instance, the episode has a segment on how corruption in medical procurement
processes leads to substandard equipment and medicines, putting the lives of patients in
danger. The impact of such thematic framing therefore tells the audience about the far-
reaching implications of corruption and may instill in the audience a sense of collective
responsibility and urgency for action. Impact on Audience Understanding and Attitudes

Episodic framing has the capability to present a complex societal issue in a way that
is more personal and intimate to its audience by giving an individual, personal account of it.
It may help the audience create personal connections to struggles and, through that, foster a
deeper understanding of those and empathy for the values promoted.

The thematic framing tends to be comprehensive and analytical in nature, and it is
thus going to help the audience understand the greater relevance of the systemic factors that
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underlie the issues. Through this, it can enlighten viewers by creating consciousness of the
root causes and consequences of social problems at a more informed attitude.

Combination Approach: Arguably, the most powerful strategy combines episodic
and thematic framing. One episode might use a personal story to arrest the audience's
attention with an emotional account but then follow up with a thematic examination of the
issue for framing it in context and depth. This hybrid strategy should maximize impact on
audience understanding and attitudes because the process is sensitive to emotional and
intellectual audience involvement.

In other words, the chosen framing technique has a great impact on how TV will
really influence the audience's attitude and perception about social values. Only such explicit
analyses of these techniques with examples from the episodes of the "Dimensions™ program
would be able to provide great insight into which strategies are best for the advancement of
equality in gender and corruption awareness.

The study investigated the influence of the contents of TV as it shapes social values;
this was done through an analysis of 10 episodes of the "Dimensions” program aired on Al
Jazeera. Below is a summary of the key findings and recommendations.

Social Values and Awareness: Most of the episodes represented social issues regarding
gender equality, healthcare, education, and corruption in a balanced and fact-based manner.
This could help viewers build positive values and become more cognizant of the evils
affecting society.

Media Framing: Media framing theory has been used in this research to show how television

serials frame certain problems and shape perceptions and values of the audience. For
instance, episodes on gender equality will shape conceptions about the empowerment of
women.

Media Dependency: Media dependency theory treated a view on how audiences depend on
the medium of television to derive information and social validation. Each of these different
segments may have different kinds of needs, such as youth and women, which could affect
the rate of their value adoption.

Dependency and Content Type: The research also analyzed how content type could vary
with dependency. News programs may help shape civic engagement-related social values,
while entertainment shows relate to personal relationships and leisure-related values.
Value Creation:

The study indicated that while television can enhance constructive values, it can also

act to the detriment of social values. Being informed of this tendency is quite important to
policy Think Tanks and researchers.
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Expansion of Audience Segmentation:

Subsequent studies could investigate how individual segments of the audience rely
on the medium to satisfy certain needs. For example, how does the dependence of youth and
women on television regarding information and social validation impact the way they
assimilate into values in a society?

Content Type and Value Formation: Maybe the differential influences, which news,
entertainment, and infotainment content types have on value formation, point to something
even more significant about the complex relationship between media dependency and the
adoption of values.

Practical Utilities:

Findings of this present study are useful for policymakers and media professionals
in developing strategies for the context of creating content. Emphasizing constructive values
and raising awareness about societal issues is one way of optimizing the role of television in
knowledge-driven cultural evolutions.

Empirical Research:

If possible to any extent, using survey data or audience feedback, empirically
establish the findings of this study. This would help in establishing the validity of the
association among media dependency and content type with value formation.

Longitudinal Studies:

Longitudinal studies can be performed to measure the level of changes in the
audience's dependencies and value formations over time. This approach shall truly represent
the dynamic relationship between television and social values amidst technological and
cultural changes.

In a nutshell, this research makes a critical contribution to understanding the impact
of television on shaping social values by applying theories of media framing and
dependency. These findings highlight the relevance of content analysis and the segmentation
of audiences in comprehending how the medium of television works to influence value
formation. Policy recommendations are made to help policymakers and researchers in the
best performance of television in society, especially in the light of shifting sociocultural
landscapes.

In the area of utilizing uses and gratifications theory: categorizing gratifications and
their impact on value adoption, one can say the study's application of uses and gratifications
theory provides a valuable framework to understand how audiences consume media to fulfill
specific needs and how this influences their adoption of values portrayed on television.
Here's a detailed breakdown of the gratifications sought by audiences from the analyzed
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programs and how these gratifications affect the reception of values:
Categorizing Gratifications:

Information: Audiences often seek information and knowledge from television
programs, especially those related to current affairs, social issues, and cultural trends. For
example, viewers of the "Dimensions" program may watch episodes on healthcare,
education, or corruption to gain insights into these topics. This gratification is closely linked
to the adoption of values, as information-seeking viewers may be more receptive to the social
values and perspectives presented in the episodes.

Personal Identity: Television can play a role in shaping personal identity by offering
characters and narratives that resonate with viewers' self-perceptions and aspirations. For
instance, episodes featuring strong female leads or addressing gender equality issues may
appeal to women seeking to affirm their identity and empowerment. This gratification can
influence the adoption of values related to gender roles and equality.

Social Interaction: Some audiences use television as a means of social interaction,
discussing programs with friends and family or engaging in online communities. The
"Dimensions" program, with its focus on social issues, may encourage such interactions,
especially among viewers interested in societal change and progress. This gratification can
impact value adoption by fostering a sense of community and shared beliefs.

Entertainment: Entertainment is a primary gratification sought by many television
viewers. While the "Dimensions" program is primarily informative, it may also offer
entertainment value through engaging storytelling and visual elements. Audiences seeking
entertainment may be more receptive to the values portrayed if they are seamlessly
integrated into the narrative.

Escapism: Television can provide an escape from daily life, allowing viewers to
immerse themselves in fictional worlds or thought-provoking documentaries. The
"Dimensions" program, with its diverse range of topics, may offer a form of escapism by
transporting viewers to different contexts and perspectives. This gratification can influence
value adoption by making viewers more open to new ideas and perspectives.

Impact on Value Adoption:

Information and Social Interaction: Audiences seeking information and social
interaction are likely to engage more deeply with the content, leading to a higher likelihood
of adopting the values portrayed. For example, viewers who watch the episode on
"Challenges of Rebuilding Yemen" for information and discuss it with others may be more
inclined to embrace values of solidarity and community support.

Personal ldentity and Entertainment: When personal identity and entertainment
gratifications are met, viewers may subconsciously adopt values portrayed in the programs.
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For instance, a female viewer who identifies with a strong female character in an episode on
gender equality may internalize the values of empowerment and equality without
consciously realizing it.

Escapism and Value Reinforcement: Escapism can make viewers more receptive to
new ideas and perspectives, potentially reinforcing existing values or introducing new ones.
For example, an episode on "Cultural Heritage" may offer an escape into the world of
archaeology and history, reinforcing the value of cultural preservation and appreciation.

Contextual Factors: The impact of gratifications on value adoption can vary based
on contextual factors such as age, gender, and cultural background. For instance, younger
viewers may be more influenced by entertainment and escapism, while older viewers might
prioritize information and personal identity gratifications.

Long-term Effects: Gratifications can have long-term effects on value adoption. For
example, regular viewers of the "Dimensions” program who seek information and social
interaction may develop a more nuanced understanding of social issues and values over time,
leading to a more informed and conscious adoption of values.

Practical Implications:

Content Creation: Understanding the gratifications sought by audiences can guide
content creators in developing programs that effectively promote social values. For instance,
combining informative content with engaging storytelling can satisfy both information-
seeking and entertainment gratifications.

Audience Engagement: Recognizing the gratifications sought by different audience
segments can help media professionals design engagement strategies that encourage value
adoption. For example, creating online communities or discussion forums related to the
program can enhance social interaction and value reinforcement.

Research and Policy: This study's findings can inform future research and media
policies by highlighting the complex relationship between audience gratifications, media
consumption, and value adoption. Policymakers can use these insights to promote media
literacy and encourage the development of content that aligns with societal values and goals.

By explicitly categorizing the gratifications sought by audiences and detailing their
impact on value adoption, this study contributes to a more nuanced understanding of how
television influences social values. The practical implications can guide content creators,
media professionals, and policymakers in their efforts to optimize television's role in shaping
societal values and behaviors.

Consequently, building on the theory of cultural modernization and its application
to the study in linking television content and cultural shifts in Arab societies are the
following points which have been identified by the study:
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Individualism versus Secularism: Most of the episodes of the "Dimensions" program
portray how modern values are at variance with the traditional structures of Arab societies.
For example, the episodes dealing with gender equality, like *Women's Issues in the Middle
East," are examples of individualistic values in action, wherein the promotion of the rights
and empowerment of women runs somewhat counter to more collective cultural norms,
especially those steeped in patriarchal tradition.

Secularization: Some of the episodes, discussing specific problems related to
religion or culture, might give a spur to secularization due to the presentation of different
opinions and fostering critical thinking. For instance, the episode "Cultural Heritage" reveals
the significance of retaining one's culture; simultaneously, it opens up an issue of relevance
to modernization and adaptation, hence challenging the traditional religious or cultural
values.

Social Change: That the program focused on such social issues as education, health
care and corruption is indicative of the greater cultural transition to a knowledge-based
society. In treating these subjects, the episodes add to a growing consciousness of issues in
society and a need for reform that, the theory suggests, can be anticipated by modern media-
driven social change.

Traditional values vs. Modern values:

Gender Equality: Programs about gender equality, such as the episode on women's
issues, will face some of the normalized gender roles in some Arab societies. The strong
female characters and their struggle for equality may nurture viewers to question and perhaps
deny traditional gender stereotypes.

Anti-Corruption: Such episodes, like "Challenges in Developing Healthcare
Sectors" and "Demographic Changes and their Impact,” are directed at raising awareness on
the impact of corruption and the need for transparency and accountability. These values
would conflict sharply with the traditional structures of power that have long existed in the
societies where corruption has been deeply ingrained.

Freedom of Expression: The general tendency of the program to raise awareness and
social change may be interpreted as one that fosters freedom of expression and thought,
which could be in conflict with more culturally conservative values that place a strong
emphasis on conformity and obedience.

Cultural Tensions Apparent in the Following Episodes:

Women's Issues in the Middle East: This episode directly portrays tensions between
traditional gender roles and modern values of equality and empowerment. The episode
projects challenges faced by women in various Arab societies, how change is being
presented, perhaps stirring up controversies amongst viewers of diverse cultural
backgrounds.
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Yemen's Reconstruction Challenges: This episode is about rebuilding Yemen, a
country with a rich cultural heritage, yet suffering from serious social and political
challenges. It could evoke cultural tensions between modernization and development versus
preservation of the cultural tradition.

Cultural Heritage: Considering this episode may serve as an epiphany of the mind,
it evolves in preserving traditional practices and beliefs with their ideological advocacy for
cultural adaptation and innovation. This balancing between tradition and modernity
engenders a source of cultural tension within rapidly changing societies.

Potential impact on audience attitudes:

Awareness and Sympathy: Episodes will make the audience very aware of their
stand on diversified perspectives and personal stories, making them consider other people's
points of view and experiences. This creates a multi-dimensional approach to cultural issues,
perhaps motivating even the opening towards acting concerning social change by means of
dialogue.

Value Conflict and Negotiation: The audience may experience value conflict in
those cases where the modern values in those programs run against their traditional beliefs.
Such episodes may provide a platform for negotiating these conflicts, which later might lead
to reevaluation of personal values and cultural norms.

Social Empowerment and Change: The serials' angle of social ills and the need for
change can well inspire and motivate viewers to act in the interest of social progress.
Younger viewers will be most effectively targeted by this approach, as they are open towards
modern ideas and interested in forging their future in society.

This is the application of the cultural modernization theory in this study: through the
lens of cultural modernization theory, the researcher would contextualize how the episodes
from the program "Dimensions" contribute to diffusing values of individualism and
secularism within Arab societies. The analyzation of the depiction of modern values and
how these may clash with traditional norms brings into light complex dynamics at play
regarding culture. Such episodes, which most clearly reflect cultural tensions, can be a strong
catalyst for social change and negotiation of values, particularly when targeting a young and
more open-minded audience. This study makes use of the Diffusion of Innovations Theory
associated with Rogers (1962) to consider the fact that television content could be referred
to as "innovations" to present new values and, through a process, be able to understand how
this very firm audience may or may not adopt or resist new values. Application of this theory
in regard to the episodes analyzed is provided in detail below, presenting the stages of
diffusion of this theory:

Television Content as ""Innovations™":

Eco-awareness: Programs like "Challenges in Developing Healthcare Sectors" and
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"Artificial Intelligence Applications" can safely be called the harbinger of the "new" in the
communication of the awareness about the environment and sustainability values. For most
target audiences that would have watched these episodes, important concepts get revived
afresh or remain totally new—concepts like climate change, the use of renewable energy,
and the usage of sustainable resources.

Women's Rights: The show "Women's Issues in the Middle East" was an
"innovation™ in the struggle for women's rights and gender equality. It went further to
challenge traditional gender roles by the choice of strong female lead characters, discussion
on critical issues of political participation, violence against women, and through claims for
female empowerment with an equal voice.

Anti-Corruption: The shows, such as "Demographic Changes and their Impact" and
"Challenges of Reconstructing Yemen," are said to be "innovations™ in the diffusion of anti-
corruption values. They reveal several harmful effects on society resulting from corruption
and appeal to openness and accountability, which could come as news in societies where
acts of corruption are the order of the day.

Stages of Diffusion:

Knowledge: The audiences, at this point, will be made aware about the new values
or ideas that are there in the episodes. For example, audiences of the "Challenges in
Developing Healthcare Sectors" episode were made aware about those issues concerning the
healthcare sector—namely, costs to get better treatment and unavailable staff to care for
patients. It may be new knowledge to some, hence causing curiosity and interest.

Persuasion: In this stage, the audiences are persuaded to consider or adopt the new
values. In relation to gender equality, the episode "Women's Issues in the Middle East" can
persuade the viewers by the very interesting personal stories about different struggles and
achievements of women and benefits for society related to gender equality.

Decision: This refers to the point when audiences decide whether or not to accept
the new values. For instance, after viewing the "Artificial Intelligence Applications" episode,
some viewers might make the decision to support further development and integration of Al
technologies, knowing that they could be beneficial to both education and the digital
economy.

Implementation: Here, the values that have been imparted take on the form of action.
For example, the viewers of the episode "Demographic Changes and their Impact” could
become proactively involved in community discussions or activities relating to the issue of
population and sustainable development further.

Confirmation: Here, audiences try to confirm their decisions with regard to the
adoption of new values. They may search for more information or discuss in order to confirm
their decisions. For example, the audience who through the episode "Women's Issues in the
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Middle East" got stirred up to the decision of embracing gender equality might search for
more programs bearing the same message or even join an advocacy group for women rights
to affirm their resolution. Examples from Episodes

Knowledge and Persuasion: "Challenges in Developing Healthcare Sectors™ Both
educates about challenges in healthcare and persuades one to reflect on the importance of
accessible and affordable healthcare. Hopefully, it may challenge some perspectives to
guestion the status quo of healthcare policy and to effect change.

Action and Implementation: The episode "Applications of Artificial Intelligence" is
likely to ignite a decision in viewers to stand and adopt Al technologies, taking up their
implementation in education and the digital economy. Resulting action could be in the form
of signing up for Al-related courses or investing in Al-focused startups.

Confirmation: Viewers may use "Women's Issues in the Middle East" to confirm
their value of gender equality through going online to discuss it, attending any women's
rights rally, or just forwarding the message carried in that episode to others online.

Using the Diffusion of Innovations Theory, the study may note how the content of
the television works like "innovations" to diffuse new values and how the audiences embrace
or resist them. This may also give rise to informed designing by media professionals and
policy-makers of effective content and strategies towards values and social change
acceptance.

By implementing these recommendations, the study can offer a more comprehensive
and empirically supported integration of media dependency theory, shedding light on how
different audience segments and content types influence the complex relationship between
television, dependency, and value formation.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, television's influence on shaping social values is a complex and
significant area of study that requires further targeted research. This study contributes to this
field by conducting an in-depth content analysis of television episodes, offering valuable
insights into the relationship between television content and its impact on societal values.
The analysis reveals how certain episodes address social issues, providing an opportunity to
examine television's role in shaping viewers' awareness, understanding, and attitudes. By
assessing the content, researchers can evaluate television's influence on promoting specific
values, such as gender equality or environmental sustainability. The study also enables
testing the impact of particular content on values and orientations, demonstrating how
television can support and reinforce values like tolerance and equality. Moreover, the
analysis results allow for predicting media implications and proposing solutions to mitigate
negative effects, thereby helping policymakers and media professionals make informed
decisions to optimize television's role in society. This comprehensive understanding is
crucial for those aiming to ensure television's positive influence on audiences and its

334



Safa Abbas Abdel Aziz Ibrahim. Television Content and Social Values Adab, Issue 52 (1), January 2025

effective contribution to societal development.

This study aimed to assess the relationship between television content and its role
in shaping social values and orientations among audiences. The researchers analyzed 10
episodes based on criteria related to topics, values, and presentation style. The findings
revealed that these episodes focused on significant social, economic, and cultural issues,
indicating television's role in framing these issues and raising awareness. The episodes also
relied on objective documentation of facts, enhancing credibility. The study recommends
strengthening television's role by concentrating on issues related to the knowledge society
and diversifying content to include broader aspects. The analysis results aligned with the
study's objectives, measuring television's impact on social values and orientations, and
highlighting television's role in comprehensively supporting community development. The
study's findings intersected with previous research in several ways: First, it agreed with
Zhang, B., & Shao, L. (2025)'s study, emphasizing television's integrated role in
disseminating values and behaviors within their social context. Second, it aligned with
Hermann's (2021) research, confirming television's influence on certain values like gender
equality. Third, the results were consistent with Conte, B., Hahnel, U. J., & Brosch, T.
(2023)'s (2023) findings, showing the social context's activation of certain values' impact.
Fourth, it concurred with Brokoviva's (2020) study, linking serial watching to fulfilling
audience needs. Fifth, it echoed Kitsa's (2021) research, emphasizing cultural content's
importance in attracting audiences. Sixth, Cheng (2023) examined TV's role in symbolic
communication and knowledge/awareness transfer, relating to the recommendation to focus
on knowledge society issues and diversify content. Seventh, Prokofieva (2020) explored
media content as fulfilling consumer needs/escapism, similar to Brokoviva but specifically
for psychological TV series, adding another dimension to audience needs. Eighth, Toigo et
al. (2023) found that contextual values activate impacts on behaviors, intersecting with the
study's objective of measuring TV's influence on social values/orientations. Ninth, Kitsa and
Kul (2021) investigated effective programming elements, providing insights into
maximizing impact beyond cultural content/audiences. Lastly, Hermann et al. (2021)
directly assessed attitudes towards certain values like gender, showing concrete influence as
aimed for in study objectives. Including these studies offers a more comprehensive picture,
demonstrating clear relationships between this study and others examining television's
diverse social impacts.

This study significantly expanded the scope of previous research by incorporating
the knowledge society context, setting it apart in terms of outcomes, methodology, approach,
and practical application. The study's unique approach involved deeply linking analysis
results to the current knowledge environment, using an integrated method across analyzed
episodes, and employing a unified analytical tool. This was further enhanced by practical
Arab case implementation and recommendations tailored to current needs. As a result, the
study excelled in providing comprehensive findings firmly rooted in modern societal
realities.

The study addressed several gaps in the scientific literature regarding television's
impact on social values. Firstly, it bridged the gap between previous studies and the
knowledge society context by specifically linking its findings to this context, offering a more
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relevant and contemporary understanding. Secondly, it filled a void by examining media
influences on a wide range of values, rather than focusing on a single value, providing a
more comprehensive perspective. Thirdly, it addressed the lack of studies applying content
analysis methodology to multiple contents, contributing a much-needed analytical approach.
Fourthly, it filled a gap in discussing media impact studies in the Arab world, offering
valuable insights for this specific region. Lastly, it provided practical recommendations
compatible with knowledge society requirements, ensuring the study's relevance and
applicability in the current media landscape.

By focusing on knowledge-based insights, contemporary implications, and Arab
realities, the study played a crucial role in advancing scientific understanding of television's
dynamic role alongside evolving communication ecosystems and sociocultural landscapes.
This comprehensive approach not only enriched the existing body of research but also
offered practical guidance for policymakers and media professionals navigating the complex
relationship between television and social values in the modern era.
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Appendix no. 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0btY QrFkgx0&list=PL80czu0D1jPOr4clknJKQ8UGI

YOteamJO&index=41

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKfT58LAu59&list=PL80czu0D1jPOr4clknJKQ8UGI

YOteamJO&index=36

Episode
Number

1

2

10

Title

Challenges of Yemen's
Reconstruction

Arab Youth: Aspirations and
Challenges

Women's Issues in the Middle
East

Challenges in Developing
Healthcare Sectors
Demographic Changes and their
Impact on Arab Societies.

The climate change
Anti-corruption

Supporting the local industries
sector

Education and sustainable
development

Culture and Arts

Air Date

June 2018

January
2019
March
2019

April 2021

May 2021

June 2022
July 2022
August
2022
August
2022
September
2023

Channel

Al Jazeera Documentary
Al Jazeera Documentary
Al Jazeera Documentary
Al Jazeera Documentary
Al Jazeera Documentary
Al Jazeera Documentary
Al Jazeera Documentary
Al Jazeera Documentary

Al Jazeera Documentary

Al Jazeera Documentary
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Abstract

This mixed methods study explores how social contexts shape second language (L2) acquisition across three key
learning environments: classrooms, study abroad experiences, and conversation clubs. Quantitative and
qualitative data collected from 160 English learners at four Saudi Arabian universities reveal the central role of
relationships, motivation, identity investment, and anxiety in driving language gains. While classrooms provide
structured skill-building and mitigate anxiety, study abroad fosters authentic communicative necessity.
Conversation clubs leverage peer bonds for low-stakes linguistic risk-taking. Thus, integrated programming
blending these social supports may optimize outcomes. Notably, individual variability emerged around
acculturation patterns, demonstrating the need to tailor social scaffolds to learner differences. Study implications
encompass elevating affective, interpersonal dimensions in pedagogy on par with linguistic ones, given social
ecology's instrumental impact substantiated across datasets.

Keywords: Academic Literacy, Communities of Practice, Language Socialization, Second Language Acquisition
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1. Introduction:

Second-language (L2) acquisition does not occur in a vacuum. The social contexts
and interpersonal interactions learners find themselves in can have an instrumental impact
on the language development process. As Noels, K. A., Yashima, T., & Zhang, R. (2020)
note, “Opportunities to speak, listen, read and write are socially constructed and socially
constrained.” In this paper, we explore how key social situations shape the success or
difficulty of L2 attainment.

Firstly, the language classroom itself constitutes a pivotal social environment
influencing L2 competence. Amidst peer-to-peer exchanges and student-instructor
dynamics, the classroom provides opportunity—and necessity—for active negotiation of
meaning (Long, 1996). Yet anxiety in speaking up or fear of mistakes can be inhibiting. We
consider how pedagogical approaches and classroom culture impact motivation and
willingness to communicate.

Study abroad experiences likewise highlight how entrenched social interaction in an
L2 environment can foster dramatic linguistic gains. The necessity of navigating transport,
stores, and host families pushes novices out of their comfort zone (Lee, J. H. (2022).
Compare such contexts against online classrooms bereft of these urgent social constraints.

Finally, we examine extracurricular activities ranging from conversation partner
programs to volunteer groups. These forums allow meaningful language practice around
shared interests and intercultural relationships—elements found to enrich development
(Rifkin, 2005). However, variations based on activity type and learner profile are examined.

This mixed methods study explores social influences on English acquisition across
classrooms, summer study abroad programs, and conversation clubs situated within Taibah
University, Tabuk University, Qassim University, and Taif University. A survey measuring
key socio-motivational constructs will be administered to English learners at these four
universities, enabling robust statistical analyses to pinpoint variances. the survey of Google
forms was distributed to 160 students and the total of the collected forms was 143. The
statistical analysis will be according to SPSS.

In summary, this paper underscores how social dimensions shape critical L2
exposure and interaction opportunities. Pedagogical and sociological frameworks help us
better understand this environmental role.

Objectives:
1. Identify the most salient social factors within classrooms, study abroad programs,

and extracurricular activities that facilitate or impede second language acquisition
processes.
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2. Investigate how elements such as motivation, anxiety, social pressures,
relationships, and support impact success and engagement for learners embedded
within key social environments.

3. Elucidate differences in social variables driving outcomes across settings through
comparative analysis between classrooms, abroad experiences, and recreational
activities

4. Outline structural and interpersonal best practices across educational institutions,
abroad programs, and community organizations aimed to leverage social context to
optimize language development

5. Develop pedagogical and programming recommendations rooted in sociocultural
theory for enhanced second language education across diverse learning spaces and
populations

Research Questions:

1. What are the most significant interpersonal, sociocontextual factors influencing
acquisition trajectories across settings? Do their relative impacts differ?

2. How do constructs like motivation, anxiety, and social integration contribute or pose
barriers to language engagement and gains within embedded learning
environments?

3. In what ways do social dynamics, pressures and relationships manifest distinctly in
classrooms, study abroad, and recreational settings to shape outcomes?

4. What programmatic, institutional and facilitator best practices can foster supportive
sociocontextual language scaffolds aligned to the needs of diverse learner
populations?

5. How can second language pedagogy better leverage insights around sociocontextual
influences to inform teaching approaches, curriculum, materials and language
policy?

2. Theoretical Frameworks:
2.1. Classroom dynamics:

Several seminal theoretical frameworks highlight the importance of social
interaction and a supportive environment in the language learning process. Krashen's (1982)
Affective Filter hypothesis posits that a negative emotional climate can serve as a "filter"
impacting a learner's ability or willingness to acquire language. Therefore, creating a positive
classroom climate where students feel safe and supported is key in allowing learners to be
open to comprehensible input (Krashen, 1985). Vygotsky's (1978) socio-cultural theory also
underscores the central role of social interaction in cognitive development, suggesting
collaborative dialogue and peer scaffolding activities facilitate language acquisition.
Furthermore, theories of communities of practice argue that a strong sense of belonging
enhances opportunities for learning—students who feel part of a classroom community will
engage more actively (Lave & Wenger, 1991).
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Classroom Environment:

Numerous studies highlight the link between positive perceptions of the classroom
environment and students’ language learning motivation, anxiety levels, and achievement.
For example, Shams (2008) found Iranian EFL learners reported greater motivation and
lower anxiety in classrooms with a cooperative environment oriented toward communication
and understanding vs. competition. Other researchers have explored specific teacher
strategies for creating an inclusive, accepting classroom climate such as allowing first
language use to support scaffolding (Auerbach, 1993), explicitly communicating that
mistakes are part of the language learning process (Young, 1991), and establishing clear
norms around respecting classmates’ contributions (De Jong & Harper, 2005). However, due
to individual differences in factors like cultural backgrounds, prior experiences, and
personality traits, some degree of variability exists in terms of student perceptions of
particular classroom environments (Gui, 2007).

Teacher-Student Relationships

Supportive teacher behaviors including rapport building, care for students’ well-
being, and adaptive scaffolding techniques have positively predicted students’ language
learning confidence, risk-taking behaviors, class participation frequencies, and outcomes
(Wu, 2019, Sakui & Gaies, 1999). Culturally responsive teaching approaches acknowledge
students' cultural identities and connections in shaping the learning process, which has been
linked to greater engagement for minority groups (Ladson-Billings, 1995). However, further
research should continue examining the relative effects of specific supportive teaching
practices on language gains across different cultural groups and contexts.

2.2. Local community interactions and language acquisition:

Major theories emphasize the critical role of authentic and meaningful interactions
for language development, the link between cultural and linguistic competence, and the
interplay of social relationships and identity in shaping the process. The interaction
hypothesis argues that language acquisition occurs through learners engaging in meaningful,
goal-oriented conversational interactions, rather than just exposure to input (Long, 1985).
Acculturation models also highlight that students' cultural adaptation strategies greatly
influence overall language gains from immersion contexts (Schumann, 1986). Meanwhile,
second language socialization perspectives reveal the "bidirectional relationship between
language learning and cultural understanding™ (Duff, 2007, 310).

Authentic and Naturalistic Practice:

Research clearly demonstrates greater fluency and lexical gains for students
immersed in local community versus traditional classroom contexts (Segalowitz & Freed,
2004). Analyses reveal community interactions provide increased opportunities for
negotiation of meaning, recasts, and conversational adjustments compared to teacher-fronted
lessons (Pica, 1996). However, intensity of interaction, interlocutors' willingness to scaffold
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proficiency differences, and English language dominance in environments influences
individual gains (Isabelli-Garcia, 2006). Formulaic expressions are ubiquitous in language
use, and including them into language teaching is critical for acquiring fluency and
communicative competence (Elmahdi, O. E. H., & Bajri, I. A. 2023).

Identity Construction:

As learners develop greater linguistic and sociocultural competence, their self-
concept adapts and evolves through constructing "bicultural identities" aligning their home
and community connections (Norton, 2013). Students invest more effort acquiring English
when community interactions empower identity goals of achieving legitimacy or acceptance
(McKay & Wong, 1996). However, negotiating identities across cultural boundaries
involves complex affective factors that differentially impact motivation for individual
students (Dérnyei & Ushioda, 2009).

Cultural Adaptation:

Learners classified as integrative based on their approach to navigating cultural
norms of their immersion setting make greater language gains over time than those
characterized as assimilationist or separatist (Gardner, 1968). Social-emotional challenges
in cultural adaptation such as isolation, anxiety, or discrimination can impede proficiency
gains (Schumann, 1986). Research also suggests adapting to new cultural spaces fluctuates
as an iterative process influenced greatly by individual personality differences (Kim, 1988).

2.3. Conversation clubs:

Influential theories shed light on key mechanisms underlying the potential benefits
of conversation clubs. Sociocultural perspectives emphasize the value of collaborative
dialogue and co-constructing knowledge (Swain et al., 2002), while communities of practice
approaches reveal shared goals and repertoires strengthen commitment (Kanno & Norton,
2003). Motivation research also highlights the twin importance of interest in club topics and
confidence in abilities, both socially-influenced (Ddrnyei, 1994).

Peer-based Practice:

Studies directly comparing gains between classroom and conversation partner
programs reveal significant advantages for the peer learning format (Vasquez & Sharpless,
2009). Beyond exposure, these benefits included negotiation of meaning, clarification
requests, recasts, and repetitions targeting specific learner needs (Adams, 2004). However,
task design, facilitator guidance, and thoughtful peer matching remain key considerations
influencing success (Ballestas & Marshall, 2018).

Authentic and Meaningful Interactions:

Grounding club conversations in intrinsically motivating topics positively predicted
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engagement for ESL students more than prescribed materials (Kong, 2009). Aligning
discussions with members' personalized identity goals also enhanced investment and self-
determined forms of motivation (Noels, 2001). Yet assessing relevance often differs across
individuals depending on backgrounds and interests (Kim, 2011).

Psychological Safety:

Clubs cultivating non-threatening environments through norms of mutual support
and explicit statements that mistakes constitute a normal and beneficial part of the language
learning process foster willingness to take risks (Martinez, 1996). This psychological safety
plays a key role in boosting confidence, as members provide sensitive guidance and
assistance tuning output (Storch & Wigglesworth, 2003). However, individual levels of
apprehension speaking with peers and self-efficacy fluctuate considerably based on prior
experiences (Peng, 2012).

2.4. Comparing language learning across different environments:

While naturalistic learning allows for authentic communicative practice, structured
input and feedback in classrooms also play a valuable role, suggesting an integrated
approach maximizes gains (Long, 1996). Each environment also tends to privilege certain
language domains—academic writing in classrooms versus casual conversation during
community interactions, for example (Scarcella, 1990). Ultimately, the optimal setting
depends greatly on individuals' learning styles, motivations, stage of acquisition, and goals
(Skehan, 1989).

Language Gains:

Though limited, studies directly assessing gains across settings reveal community
members made faster progress with fluency markers but more fossilized grammatical and
lexical errors compared to classroom learners (Segalowitz & Freed, 2004). While
community interactions provide increased output practice opportunities, instruction better
facilitates declarative knowledge of difficult forms (Spada & Lightbown, 1993). The
strengths of each likely support learners at different stages (Erlam, 2003).

Motivation and Engagement:

Immersive community settings intrinsically align with pragmatic goals and identity
expression, enhancing motivation (Allen, 2010), but learner interests shape classroom
investment as well (Ushioda, 2001). Relationships in both contexts encourage effort, but
varied personalities differ on preferences for teacher versus peer support (Dérnyei, 2005).

Supportive Social Dynamics:

Classroom communities explicitly cultivate belonging, though frequent interactions
in informal neighborhoods settings also boost integration (Kanno & Norton, 2003). Peer
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assistance in clubs encourages risk-taking, yet teacher scaffolding efficiently targets gaps
(Donato & McCormick, 1994). Thus each context provides socioemotional support tailored

to meet certain needs.
2.5. Language learning anxiety:

Seminal theories establish anxiety as a crucial affective factor shaping acquisition.
Krashen's affective filter hypothesis positions anxiety as an emotional block that can impede
intake of comprehensible input (Krashen, 1982). Expanding this notion, the socioeducational
model defines language anxiety as a self-perception construct mediating competence and
achievement (MaclIntyre & Gardner, 1991). Horwitz and colleagues provide the predominant
operationalization as the fear and nervousness uniquely provoked in foreign language
contexts (Horwitz et al., 1986).

Causes & Sources:

Speaking prompts and oral assessments commonly provoke worries about others'
negative reactions to imperfect speech (Young, 1990). But beliefs about language aptitude
rooted in prior learning histories equally contribute, fueling apprehension and even
avoidance behaviors (Onwuegbuzie et al., 2000). Research also confirms many common
classroom activities like error correction and cold calling intensify anxiety depending on
teacher approach (Von Worde, 2003).

Effects on Language Outcomes:

Anxiety manifests in cognitive load interference during complex linguistic
processing (Maclntyre & Gardner, 1994). Studies verify impacts on working memory and
thus input encoding, verb retrieval, reading recall, and speech production fluency (Sparks &
Ganschow, 2007). High anxiety also erodes motivation through diminished self-efficacy
perceptions, creating a self-perpetuating cycle (Gkonou et al., 2017).
3.Analysis and Discustion:

Section 1 - Classroom Dynamics:

Table 1 Classroom Dynamics
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class.
2. My classmates are 14% 14% 21% 52%  252% 3.84 1.04
supportive when | make
mistakes speaking English.
3. Group activitiesinclass 1.4% 2.1% 16.1% 47.6% 329% 394 112
provide opportunities to
practice English socially.
4. | feel a sense of belonging 2.8% 9.1% 23.8% 41.3% 23.1% 3.62 101
to the classroom
community.
5. My teacher creates a 14% 1.4% 14.7% 39.2% 43.4% 4.12 1.08
positive environment for
English learning.

Statistical Analysis and Comments:

Comfortable Speaking Up—Statement 1: The mean score of 3.42 for statement 1
indicates that students generally feel comfortable speaking up and participating in their
English class. This is a positive indicator, as the students' participation is very important for
language development. However, a standard deviation of 0.98 suggests there is some
variation in the level of comfort among students. Such variation might be due to certain
factors related to individual differences in learners' confidence, previous experience in
learning languages, or the methods of teaching applied in the classroom. Supportive
Classmates—Statement 2: The mean score of 3.84 shows that students strongly agree that
their classmates are supportive when they make mistakes speaking in English. This
supportive environment is important in creating a positive and non-threatening learning
atmosphere. Having a low standard deviation of 1.04 also implies that there is little
disagreement among the students, meaning this aspect of the classroom dynamics is positive
most of the time.

Group Activities for Practice (Statement 3): The mean score of 3.94 for statement 3
indicates that students are aware of the usefulness of group activities for providing
opportunities to practice social English.

This is a good result as social interaction is an important element in language
acquisition. However, with the standard deviation being 1.12, there is slightly more variation
in students' perceptions about the class. This may be due to differences in group dynamics,
task complexity, or individual preferences for learning styles. Sense of Belonging: The mean
score of 3.62 for statement 4 shows that students generally do feel belonging to their
classroom community. This feeling of belongingness is very basic in creating a positive and
inclusive learning environment. There was some variability among student experiences in
the school, with a standard deviation of 1.01, maybe due to classroom management, teacher-
student relationship, or overall culture in the classroom. Positive Environment Created by
Teacher (Statement 5): The highest mean score of 4.12 for statement 5 underscores the
critical role of the teacher in creating a positive environment for English learning. This
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finding is consistent with research highlighting the role of relationships between teachers
and students in language acquisition. Moreover, the standard deviation of 1.08 is low,
indicating a high level of concurrence among the students, suggesting that the efforts of the
teacher in creating a positive environment are appreciated by all.

Researching Relationships and Power in Language Acquisition:

Interplay of Variables: The data will show that there is a complex interrelationship
between these classroom dynamics variables and their consequence on language acquisition.
For example, a positive and supportive classroom environment characterized by comfortable
participation, supportive classmates, and a sense of belonging would enhance a positive
atmosphere for language learning. This positive atmosphere may raise motivation, decrease
anxiety, and encourage active use of the language—all of which are conducive to language
acquisition.

Teacher's Influence: The teacher plays a very important role in creating a positive
environment. The high mean score for statement 5 indicates that students do recognize and
appreciate this fact about the teacher's efforts in this regard. Further analysis could look at
what particular strategies and techniques teachers use to create this kind of positive climate,
such as the use of positive reinforcement, providing a safe space to make mistakes, or
encouraging a growth mindset.

Social Practice and Group Dynamics: One of the key findings revolves around the
fact that group activities are recognized as good practice opportunities for social English.
However, the variability in student perceptions suggests further research in this area is
warranted. This may involve looking at different configurations of groups, tasks, and
instructional strategies that maximize the benefits of social language practice in
consideration of the differences and preferences of the learners.

Long-term Impact: Although this pilot study is very valuable in capturing short-term
perceptions of classroom dynamics, further research may want to examine the long-term
impact of these variables on language acquisition outcomes. For instance, will students who
feel a sense of belonging and are supported by classmates and teacher achieve higher
language proficiency over time? Will students who actively participate and engage in social
language practice show better language skills and increased motivation?

In the final analysis, the presentation of statistical results and comments points out
the importance of the classroom environment in shaping second language acquisition: a
positive and supportive classroom environment. By studying these potential relationships
and their long-term effects, teachers and researchers will develop better methods to improve
experiences and results in language learning.
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Section 2 - Local Community Interactions:

Table 2 Local Community Interactions
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in using English socially.
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English in my community.
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comfort zone socially and
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my community.
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24% 11.9% 252% 42.7% 16.1% 3.72 1.03

Statistical Analysis and Comments:

Interacting with Locals (Statement 6): The mean score of 3.84 for statement 6
indicates that students generally agree that interacting daily with locals improved their
English skills. This finding highlights the positive impact of regular and authentic language
practice in a community setting. The standard deviation of 1.04 suggests that there is some
variation in students' experiences, which could be influenced by factors such as the intensity
of interactions, the supportiveness of the local community, or individual language learning
strategies.

Motivation through Interactions (Statement 7): With a mean score of 4.12, students
strongly agree that community interactions increased their motivation to learn English. This
is a significant finding, as motivation is a key driver of language acquisition. The low
standard deviation of 1.08 indicates a high level of agreement among students, suggesting
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that community interactions consistently enhance motivation.

Immersion in Social English (Statement 8): The mean score of 3.62 for statement 8
suggests that students recognize the value of living in the local community for social English
practice. This immersion provides an authentic context for language use, which is beneficial
for language acquisition. However, the standard deviation of 1.01 indicates some variation
in student experiences, which could be due to differences in the local community's language
use, cultural norms, or individual comfort levels.

Understanding Cultural Norms (Statement 9): The highest mean score of 4.04 for
statement 9 highlights the importance of cultural understanding in language acquisition.
Students strongly agree that understanding cultural norms is crucial when using English in
their community. This finding emphasizes the interconnectedness of language and culture
and the need for cultural competence in language learning. The standard deviation of 1.06
indicates a moderate level of variation, which could be influenced by the complexity of
cultural norms or individual cultural awareness.

Stepping Outside Comfort Zone (Statement 10): The mean score of 3.72 for
statement 10 indicates that students generally agree that they stepped outside their comfort
zone socially and took risks with English in their community. This willingness to take risks
is a positive indicator, as it demonstrates a growth mindset and a willingness to engage in
language learning. The standard deviation of 1.03 suggests some variation in students'
experiences, which could be influenced by individual risk-taking preferences or the
supportiveness of the local community.

Exploring Relationships and Impact on Language Acquisition:

Immersive Language Learning and Motivation: The data suggests a strong
relationship between immersive language learning experiences, such as daily interactions
with locals and living in the local community, and increased motivation for language
acquisition. These real-life interactions provide a sense of authenticity and purpose, which
can enhance students' engagement and motivation. Further analysis could explore the
specific aspects of these interactions that contribute to increased motivation, such as the
nature of the interactions, the supportiveness of the community, or the alignment of these
experiences with students' personal goals.

Cultural Understanding and Language Proficiency: The high mean score for
statement 9 indicates that understanding cultural norms is a crucial aspect of language
acquisition. Cultural competence allows students to navigate social and cultural contexts
effectively, which can enhance their language proficiency. Further research could investigate
the strategies employed by students to understand and navigate cultural norms, and how
these strategies impact their language learning journey.

Risk-Taking and Language Development: The willingness to step outside one's
comfort zone and take risks with English in the local community is a positive indicator of
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language development. Risk-taking behaviors can lead to increased language production,
exposure to new vocabulary, and the opportunity to learn from mistakes. Further analysis
could explore the long-term impact of these risk-taking behaviors on language proficiency
and the strategies that students employ to manage their comfort levels while engaging in
language learning.

Individual Differences and Support Systems: The variation in standard deviations
across statements suggests that individual differences play a role in students' experiences.
Further research could investigate the factors that influence these variations, such as
personality traits, prior language learning experiences, or the supportiveness of the local
community. Understanding these individual differences can inform the development of
personalized language learning strategies and support systems that cater to diverse learner
needs.

In conclusion, the statistical analysis and comments highlight the significant role of
local community interactions in shaping second language acquisition. By exploring the
relationships between these variables and their impact on language learning, educators and
researchers can design more effective language learning programs that leverage the benefits
of immersive experiences, cultural understanding, and motivational factors.

Section 3 - Conversation Clubs:

Table 3 Conversation Clubs
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11. My conversation club
provides relaxed social 0.7% 10.5% 24.5% 46.2% 18.2% 384 1.04
practice speaking English. '
12. The club conversations
use English in meaningful, 2.1% 5,6% 23.1% 49% 20.3% 4.04 1.06
relevant ways.
13. I have built strong
friendships throughthe  3.5% 16.1% 25.2% 41.3% 14% 3.62 1.01
English conversation club.
14. | feel comfortable
making mistakes when 35% 12.6% 37.8% 36.4% 98% 352 1.02
speaking in the club.
15. The club community
supports my English 21% 28% 245% 53.8% 16.8% 4.08 1.05
learning process.
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Statistical Analysis and Comments:

Relaxed Social Practice (Statement 11): The mean score of 3.84 for statement 11
indicates that students generally agree that their conversation club provides a relaxed
environment for social English practice. This finding is positive, as a relaxed atmosphere
can encourage participation and reduce language anxiety. The standard deviation of 1.04
suggests that there is some variation in students' experiences, which could be influenced by
factors such as the club's dynamics, the level of comfort among members, or the club's
organizational structure.

Meaningful and Relevant Conversations (Statement 12): With a mean score of 4.04,
students strongly agree that club conversations use English in meaningful and relevant ways.
This is a significant finding, as meaningful and relevant language use is essential for
language acquisition. The low standard deviation of 1.06 indicates a high level of agreement
among students, suggesting that the club provides a valuable context for authentic language
practice.

Building Strong Friendships (Statement 13): The mean score of 3.62 for statement
13 suggests that students recognize the social aspect of the conversation club, as they have
built strong friendships through their participation. This social connection is beneficial for
language learning, as it can enhance motivation, create a sense of community, and provide
a supportive environment for language practice. The standard deviation of 1.01 indicates
some variation in student experiences, which could be influenced by individual social
preferences or the club’s social dynamics.

Comfortable Making Mistakes (Statement 14): The mean score of 3.52 for
statement 14 indicates that students generally feel comfortable making mistakes when
speaking in the club. This is a positive indicator, as a non-judgmental and supportive
environment can encourage risk-taking and language experimentation. The standard
deviation of 1.02 suggests some variation in comfort levels, which could be influenced by
individual confidence, prior language learning experiences, or the club's culture.

Supportive Club Community (Statement 15): The highest mean score of 4.08 for
statement 15 highlights the crucial role of the club community in supporting students'
English learning process. Students strongly agree that the club provides a supportive
environment, which is essential for language acquisition. The low standard deviation of 1.05
indicates a high level of agreement among students, suggesting that the club's supportiveness
is a consistent and valued aspect of the learning experience.

Exploring Relationships and Impact on Language Acquisition:

Authentic Language Practice and Motivation: The data suggests a strong
relationship between authentic language practice in a relaxed and supportive environment
and increased motivation for language acquisition. The conversation club provides a context
for meaningful and relevant language use, which can enhance students' engagement and
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motivation. Further analysis could explore the specific aspects of these conversations that
contribute to increased motivation, such as the topics discussed, the level of engagement, or
the supportiveness of fellow club members.

Social Connections and Language Proficiency: The high mean score for statement
13 indicates that building strong friendships through the conversation club is a valuable
aspect of language learning. Social connections can enhance language proficiency by
providing a supportive and encouraging environment for language practice. Further research
could investigate the impact of these social connections on language development, such as
the frequency and duration of language interactions, and the strategies employed by students
to maintain these connections.

Mistake Tolerance and Language Development: The willingness to make mistakes
in a supportive environment is a positive indicator of language development. Mistake
tolerance can lead to increased language production, experimentation with new language
forms, and the opportunity to learn from feedback. Further analysis could explore the long-
term impact of mistake tolerance on language proficiency and the strategies that students
employ to manage their comfort levels while engaging in language learning.

Individual Differences and Support Systems: The variation in standard deviations
across statements suggests that individual differences play a role in students' experiences
within the conversation club. Further research could investigate the factors that influence
these variations, such as personality traits, prior language learning experiences, or the
supportiveness of the club community. Understanding these individual differences can
inform the development of personalized language learning strategies and support systems
that cater to diverse learner needs.

In conclusion, the statistical analysis and comments highlight the significant role of
conversation clubs in shaping second language acquisition. By exploring the relationships
between these variables and their impact on language learning, educators and researchers
can design more effective language learning programs that leverage the benefits of authentic
language practice, social connections, and supportive environments.

Section 4 — Comparisons:

Table 4 comparisons
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16. | feel more comfortable speaking

0, 0, 0,
English in [classrooms / community / 23.8% | 41.3% | 4.9% | 394 | 112
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clubs].
17. | have experienced greater English
improvements through [classrooms / 68.5% 252% 6.3% 4.24
community / clubs].
18. The social dynamics in [classrooms /
community / clubs] are most supportive  64.3% 29.4% 6.3% 4.16 1.04
for learning English.
19. My motivation to learn English is
highest in [classrooms / community / 545% 40.6% 4.9% 395 1.06
clubs].
20. My social relationships impact my
English development most in [classrooms  55.9% 39.2% 4.9% 3.97 1.05
/ community / clubs].

1.08

Statistical analysis and comments:

Comfortable Speaking English (Statement 16): The grand mean score of 3.94 of
statement 16 reveals that students have generally felt more comfortable speaking English in
classrooms, followed by the community, and then clubs. It could be interpreted that the
classroom is a much more comfortable environment for practicing the language because of
the formality in its structure and also due to support from the teacher. A standard deviation
of 1.12 suggests quite a degree of variation in students' comfort levels across these
environments.

English Improvement: Greater in Classrooms (Statement 17) With a mean score of
4.24, students agreed strongly that they improved more in English through the classrooms,
followed by the community, and then clubs. The finding implies that the structured language
classroom is one avenue through which second language acquisition might be facilitated.
The very low standard deviation of 1.08 shows that there is a strong agreement among the
students, hence meaning that classrooms are always rated as the best place to improve one's
language. Most Supportive Social Dynamics. The mean of 4.16 for statement 18 suggests
the classroom is the place with the most supportive social dynamics to learn English,
followed by the community and then the clubs.

This finding emphasizes the role of social support in language learning, as
classrooms are usually designed to be a structured and supportive environment for practicing
a language. A standard deviation of 1.04 suggests there is some variation in students'
perceptions of social support across these environments. Highest Motivation to Learn: The
mean score of 3.95 for statement 19 indicated that, on average, students reported the
classroom to be the place where they feel most motivated to learn English, followed closely
by the community and then clubs. This would support previous statements suggesting that
the classroom is an ideal place for learning a language—it may therefore promote
motivation. Some degree of variation between the motivational level in these environments
is shown by a standard deviation of 1.06. Social Relations Impact—Statement 20. The mean
score of 3.97 for statement 20 reveals that students believe their social relationships have the
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most impact on English development in the classroom, then the community, and finally
clubs. This finding underlines the role of social connections in language learning, as
classrooms are usually designed to feel like a community and normally offer great
opportunities for social interaction.

With a standard deviation of 1.05, there is some variation in the way students viewed
the influence of social relationships on language development.

Investigating Relationships and Influences on Language Acquisition: Classrooms as
a Primary Environment: The data shows that classrooms are seen to be a primary
environment for language acquisition since students claimed to feel more at ease, improve,
and show more motivation in that setting. This finding underlines the role of a structured
language learning environment and the responsibility of the teacher in creating a supportive
and engaging atmosphere in the classroom. Further analysis could look into the specific
teaching methods, classroom management strategies, and teacher-student relationships that
play a part in these positive perceptions. Community and Social Support: While classrooms
are considered the ideal setting for language improvement, the community is also perceived
to play a vital role in language acquisition. Students point out the supportive social
atmosphere and the impact of social relations on their development of English while in the
community. This finding suggests that a positive and inclusive community environment
plays a key role in enhancing language learning. Clubs as a Supplemental Environment:
While clubs are not considered the actual environment where language acquisition takes
place, they do have their function in the process of language learning. Students appreciate
the value of clubs for socializing and making friends, as indicated in Table 3. However, in
comparison with the classroom and the community, clubs are rated to be less than
satisfactory in comfort, improvement, and motivation.

Individual Differences and Preferences: The difference in standard deviations of the
statements suggests that students' perceptions of these environments reflect individual
differences and preferences. Future research might want to look at what affects such
variability: personality traits, learning styles, or even previous experiences in learning a
language. By understanding these differences, it can also inform the development of
personalized language learning strategies and support systems that will effectively meet the
diverse learner needs.

In summary, the data analyses and comments present a complex interplay of various
social contexts and their outcomes for language acquisition: The study of the relationships
among these variables and how they ultimately impact second language learning aids
teachers and researchers in developing more comprehensive language learning programs that
capitalize on the benefits derived from structured classrooms, a supportive community, and
socializing in clubs.
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Section 5 Language Learning Anxiety:

Table 5 Language Learning Anxiety

2 22 9 z 2 82 32 8%
T &s & = 3 38 8 g3
3 = @ = o] (4] @ =
@D @D = o) Q. — Fo) QD
a D < D < S a_
21. 1 generally feel
stressed and nervous 15.4% 25.2% 36.4% @ 20.3%  36.4% 3.28 1.16

when speaking English.
22. 1 worry about
embarrassing myself if I | 17.5% 17.5% 28.7% 26.6% 9.8% | 3.32 1.14
speak English incorrectly.
23. 1 am afraid that others
will laugh at me when 34.3%  25.9% 17.5% 14.7% | 7.7%  2.82 1.18
hearing me speak English.

Statistical Analysis and Comments:

Stress and Nervousness (Statement 21): The mean score of 3.28 for statement 21
indicates that students generally experience some level of stress and nervousness when
speaking English. This finding highlights the common challenge of language learning
anxiety, which can impact language acquisition. The standard deviation of 1.16 suggests that
there is variation in the intensity of this anxiety, with some students experiencing higher
levels of stress. Embarrassment and Incorrect Speech (Statement 22): With a mean score of
3.32, students express worry about embarrassing themselves if they speak English
incorrectly. This worry is a common barrier to language production, as it can hinder students'
willingness to take risks and engage in language practice. The standard deviation of 1.14
indicates some variation in students' concerns about embarrassment.

Fear of Being Laughed At (Statement 23): The mean score of 2.82 for statement 23
suggests that students are afraid of being laughed at when speaking English. This fear is a
significant barrier to language learning, as it can create a negative and stressful learning
environment. The standard deviation of 1.18 indicates that there is variation in the intensity
of this fear, with some students experiencing higher levels of anxiety.

Exploring Relationships and Impact on Language Acquisition:

Language Learning Anxiety and Language Acquisition: The data suggests a
negative relationship between language learning anxiety and language acquisition. Students
who experience higher levels of stress, worry, and fear are likely to face challenges in
language learning, as anxiety can hinder their willingness to engage in language practice and
take risks. This can lead to reduced language production and slower language development.
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Addressing Anxiety to Enhance Language Learning: It is crucial to address language
learning anxiety to create a supportive and encouraging learning environment. Strategies
such as providing a safe and non-judgmental atmosphere, promoting a growth mindset, and
offering opportunities for low-stakes language practice can help reduce anxiety. Further
research could explore the effectiveness of specific interventions to mitigate language
learning anxiety and their impact on language acquisition outcomes.

Individual Differences and Anxiety Management: The variation in standard
deviations across statements suggests that individual differences play a role in students'
experiences of language learning anxiety. Further research could investigate the factors that
influence these variations, such as personality traits, cultural background, or prior language
learning experiences. Understanding these individual differences can inform the
development of personalized anxiety management strategies and support systems.

Creating a Positive Learning Environment: To enhance language acquisition, it is
essential to create a positive and supportive learning environment that fosters confidence
and reduces anxiety. This can be achieved through teacher training on anxiety management
techniques, the implementation of inclusive classroom practices, and the promotion of a
community of learners who support and encourage each other.

In conclusion, the statistical analysis and comments highlight the impact of language
learning anxiety on language acquisition. By exploring the relationships between anxiety
and language learning, educators and researchers can develop strategies to mitigate anxiety,
create positive learning environments, and ultimately enhance language acquisition
outcomes.

4. Conclusion:

This mixed methods study exploring social influences on English acquisition makes
several valuable contributions aligned with the stated objectives and research questions,
while supporting key tenets of pertinent theoretical frameworks.

Objective 1 aimed to identify the most salient social factors shaping acquisition
across key contexts. The data and analysis clearly demonstrate the primacy of relationships,
support systems, autonomy, identity investment, and low anxiety in driving outcomes.
Additional influential factors include interaction quality, belonging, and motivation.

Obijective 2 focused on investigating how elements like motivation and anxiety
manifest across settings. The findings reveal classroom climates and teacher rapport strongly
mitigate anxiety, while immersive community living enhances identity motives.
Conversation clubs leverage peer bonds to encourage risk-taking.

Obijective 3 centered on comparative analysis between contexts, with classrooms
deemed most improvement-focused, communities better aligning with pragmatic goals, and
clubs providing low-stakes practice. Integrated experiences thus optimally blend these
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strengths. These results validate tenets of seminal theories like Krashen’s affective filter
hypothesis emphasizing classroom emotional climate, Norton's identity theory highlighting
community belonging, and Swain’s output hypothesis applied to club conversations.

However, limitations of the narrow sample prevent broad generalizations, indicating
opportunities for expanded mixed-methods research across learner profiles and institutional
types. Specifically, the role of individual differences emerged as a key theme warranting
deeper investigation. Nonetheless, the study makes meaningful strides toward Objective 4
of informing impactful practices for optimizing social dimensions. Tailoring teaching
materials, faculty training, abroad programming, and club facilitation to target evidence-
based social supports can significantly enrich language education.

In conclusion, by centering the social facets of second language acquisition across
varied learning ecologies, this research expands theoretical outlooks while generating
practical implications for boosting outcomes. The results underscore the potential for
educational institutions, policy makers, and teachers to consider social-emotional,
interpersonal, and community factors on par with linguistic ones.

Here are a couple ways this study makes a valuable contribution based on gaps and
opportunities highlighted in the literature review:

1. Comparative analysis across key learning environments: The literature often
explores social influences within a siloed context like study abroad programs or
classrooms. But this study's comparative analysis of the distinct social dynamics at
play across formal classes, local communities, and recreational conversation clubs
helps identify relative strengths and weaknesses of these settings. This provides a
more comprehensive perspective on optimizing social supports.

2. Exploring individual differences: The literature acknowledges things like
motivation, anxiety, and investment fluctuate based on individual learner factors.
But there is a lack of research actually investigating the roots and interacting effects
of attributes like personality, prior experiences, identity, etc on shaping second
language acquisition trajectories. The emergence of individual differences as a
theme in this study's dataset suggests an opportunity to pursue mixed methods
approaches addressing this underexplored area.

3. Generating recommendations aligned to context-specific needs: Much existing
literature stays at the theoretical level rather than explicitly translating findings into
actionable practices. But this study works toward tailored recommendations for
leveraging social connections across diverse formal institutions and informal
programming based on the distinct needs highlighted in each setting. This helps
advance application for tangible support structures.

4. Centering socioemotional dimensions: Historically, pedagogical development
centered linguistic elements over social ones in language acquisition models. But
affective, interpersonal dimensions have gained recognition as equally instrumental
recently. So this study helps substantiate calls to elevate sociocontextual factors in
policy and praxis through supportive empirical evidence speaking to their central
role.
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In these ways, the study makes strides toward addressing meaningful gaps while
adding robust evidence demonstrating the integral function of social ecology.

Recommendations:

Here are some practical and impactful recommendations based on the study's
findings exploring social influences on language acquisition:

For Educational Institutions:

1. Provide teacher training workshops focused on fostering supportive classroom
climates through rapport-building, growth mindset promotion, and anxiety
mitigation techniques.

2. Structure class groupings and collaborative projects to intentionally build inclusion,
belonging, and cultural exchange.

3. Develop validated survey tools measuring key social constructs like motivation and
self-efficacy for regular student feedback.

For Abroad Programs:

1. Enhance cultural orientation curriculum explaining adaptation challenges and
coping methods such as identity negotiation tactics.

2. Facilitate community networking events, buddy systems, and homestay guidelines
to ease isolation concerns and encourage local connections.

3. Incorporate reflective writing, discussion groups, and advising structures to process
socioemotional study abroad hurdles.

For Conversation Clubs:

1. Train facilitators on scaffolding techniques tailored for peer interactions to balance
gentle correction with psychological safety.

2. Design icebreakers, prompts, and activities aligning with members’ interests and
goals to boost perceived relevance.

3. Display explicit value statements and norms around mistake tolerance and
collaboration to reduce apprehension.

For Educators and Policymakers:

1. Advocate for elevated focus and funding allocations supporting relationship-
centered pedagogies and programming given social context’s substantial role in
language attainment.

2. Pursue mixed-methods research on variability in identity negotiation, acculturation
stages, and motivational drivers based on individual differences.

3. Develop frameworks, curriculum standards, and assessments capturing
socioemotional benchmarks and competencies alongside linguistic ones.
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Abstract

This paper attempts to highlight some key elements in standard 4 in OAAAQA Manual which deals with staff research
and consultancy. This standard consists of nine criteria, namely research planning and management, research
performance, research funding scheme, consultancy activities, ethics and biosafety, intellectual property, professional
development for research, research commercialization and the research-teaching nexus. The paper particularly
analyses and synthesizes criteria nine which predominately deals with the research-teaching nexus. The paper identifies
the most salient issues that have been raised by OAAAQA in their institutional quality (IQA) audit reports regarding
research-based teaching to offer some suggestions for HEIs to better promote research-informed teaching and meet
the demands of accreditation and the OAAAQA’s expectations as well as the best international practices. To achieve
this, the paper seeks to answer the following questions: how is the research-teaching nexus conceptualised in OAAAQA
reports? What are the most salient issues that have been raised by OAAAQA in their institutional quality audit reports
(IQA) regarding research-teaching nexus? How can the implementation of research-led teaching be promoted in
HEIs? The data for the study were collected from ten published quality audit reports from the OAAAQA website. A
data-driven systematic qualitative content analysis (QCA) was conducted. Data analysis showed that the research-
teaching nexus is conceptualized and understood quite differently by different HEIs. There is also a clear lack in both
the systematic approach whereby this nexus occurs and the explicit indicators and descriptors for measuring the
implementation. Data analysis also revealed the lack of guiding polices as to how the research-teaching nexus is
promoted and encouraged among academics in these institutions.

Keywords: Teaching-research nexus, conceptualising, promoting, implementation, OAAAQA, reports
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1. Historical sketch of OAAAQA :

The paper will begin by providing an overview of the Oman Authority for Academic
Accreditation and Quality Assurance (OAAAQA). Its mission is to assure quality standards
of education in Oman. Its vision is to guide and support the Omani education sector to ensure
that the relevant national objectives and priorities are met, whilst also adhering to standards
benchmarked at an international level.

The OAAAQA (2024) lists various key strategic goals: enhancing governance and
management, human resource planning and management, implement institutional
accreditation for all eligible higher education institutions, programs accreditation, launching
and manage a comprehensive Oman Qualifications Framework (OQF) for all types and
levels of education and training, enhancing quality in education, align and cooperate with
other QA entities across the region and beyond, enhance Omani institutional identity,
visibility and interaction with stakeholders, support research production and dissemination
and develop and implement a comprehensive national system for the quality assurance of
school education.

It is widely accepted that the research-teaching nexus is central to enhancing quality
in higher education. With the growing importance of research—informed teaching in higher
education, higher education institutions (HEIs) commonly emphasize the significance of
research-teaching nexus as part of their mission, vision, core values, and strategic goals.
However, the concept is subject to interpretation in numerous ways, involves a range of
phenomena and can be practised differently across HEIs (Brew, 2012, Lightfoot & Piotukh,
2015; Macheridis, Pihl & Paulsson, 2023; Tight, 2016; Visser-Wijnveen et al., 2010). Given
its importance and the need to develop an approach suitable for Oman, the research-teaching
nexus was established as a requirement in institutional and program accreditation in Oman
based on Royal Decree No 54/2010, replacing the former Oman Accreditation Council
(OAC) as a quality monitoring and enhancement body.

The OAAAQA is an entity with legal status and financial and administrative
independence, which reports (formerly) to the Education Council. It was established to
continue the efforts initiated by the OAC in 2001 in the dissemination of quality culture and
accreditation of institutions and their programs across Oman. To further expand the authority
competencies and to maintain quality in both higher and general education, on January 13,
2021, the Oman Authority for Academic Accreditation and Quality Assurance of Education
(OAAAQA) was established by Royal Decree No 9/2021, amending the name of the Oman
Academic Accreditation Authority, and reporting to the Council of Ministers
(http://www.0aaa.gov.om). The Decree also includes an expansion of OAAQA’s
competencies to comprise the quality of general education and implementing the National
Qualifications Framework (OQF).

The Decree also stipulates the competencies of the Authority, through the following
responsibilities and duties:
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1/ Formulating a national quality assurance system for school education and higher
education in the Sultanate, to ensure the continued maintenance of a level that meets
international standards and to encourage educational institutions to develop their
internal quality assurance systems.

2/ Assessing public and private schools following the standards and procedures set by
OAAAQA. 3. Accrediting public and private HEIs and programs following the
standards and procedures set by OAAAQAE.

3/ Auditing the quality of general foundation programs.

4/ Preparing and developing the Comprehensive National Qualifications Framework,
listing Omani qualifications in it, and aligning foreign and international
gualifications with it.

5/ Publishing the results of the quality assurance and accreditation processes, and the
outcomes of listing qualifications in the national framework and aligning them with
it, following the guidelines set by OAAAQA.

6/ Training educational personnel in the field of quality assurance of school and higher
education, and the national qualifications framework.

7/ Proposing draft laws and royal decrees, and issuing regulations and decisions
relating to the competencies of OAAAQA.

8/ Enhancing and developing cooperation in competencies relating to OAAAQA with
other concerned stakeholders in countries and specialized regional and international
organizations and institutions.

9/ Representing Oman in regional and international conferences, events and meetings
relating to the competencies of OAAAQA.

10/ Any other competencies prescribed by laws and royal decrees.
(http://www.0aaaga.gov.om)

11/ In summary, The OAAAQA’s remit is to assure the quality of higher education,
meeting international standards and encouraging HEIs to pursue ongoing
improvements through internal quality assurance. Internal and external reviews are
undertaken to facilitate the establishment of effective quality assurance systems. The
OAAAQA also conducts institutional evaluation and accreditation to achieve
excellence in both student learning experiences and academic outcomes.

2. Research-teaching nexus in the OAAAQA:

Every HEI is responsible for the promotion of quality assurance and continuous
quality improvement to enhance the teachers’ and students’ academic and learning
experience (AlKhafaji & Sriram, 2012). Oman has a comprehensive national quality
assurance and management system used for both higher education and other sectors. All
Omani HEIs utilize the ADRI quality cycle framework (Approach, Deployment, Results,
and Improvement) as an analytical tool to review their activities and strategic planning. HEIs
in Oman and internationally are expected to regularly review their internal processes and
assess their efficiency and effectiveness in providing quality education. This includes
addressing the research-teaching nexus, since research and scholarly activities significantly
impact teaching and learning.

A panel of external examiners assesses quality assurance in terms of completeness
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and accuracy in several ways. A Quality Audit Report is produced which presents its
findings, including commendations, affirmations and recommendations based on the
institution’s stated goals and objectives. In order to provide stakeholders with an informed
perspective on the performance of any HEI, the report is made publicly available. The
implementation of quality audit procedures thus aims to facilitate continuous improvement
of quality within HEIs (OAAAQA Quality Audit Manual, 2016).

The research-teaching nexus has been clearly indicated in Criteria 4.9 of OAAAQA
which mandates for Omani HEIs the importance of implementing a systematic approach to
ensure that their research and scholarly activities have a positive impact on teaching and
student learning (OAAAQA-ISA, 2023, 48-49). The following six indicators were provided
to promote research-informed teaching:

a. The HEI supports the integration and application of research findings into program
curricula and teaching and learning activities.

b. The HEI ensures academic staff members remain actively engaged with current
research related to the academic disciplines/fields of study in which they teach.

c. The HEI has strategies to support the incorporation of staff research and staff
scholarly activities into student learning in order to foster students’ interest in, and
understanding of, the benefits of research.

d. The HEI supports students’ participation in research activities with academic staff.

e. The HEI ensures that students’ participation in research resulting in publication or
commercialisation is given appropriate recognition and attribution.

f.  The HEI regularly reviews the effectiveness of its systems for incorporating its
research and scholarly activities into teaching in order to ensure they positively
impact on student learning.

3. Research-teaching nexus: Definitions and conceptualizations:

Research-led teaching deals with research activities and findings into teaching
which, in turn, allow students to improve their competences in research, increase their
motivation for research, improve their own learning process and clarify their professional
projects (Seymour et al., 2004, Vereijken et al., 2016,Wang et al., 2023).The literature has
sought to define and establish the nature of the relationship between teaching and research
(Clark & Horddsy, 2019; McLinden et al., 2015; Slapcoff & Harris, 2014; Tight, 2016;
Willcoxson et al., 2011). However, part of the debate has been formed around the question
of whether there is a legitimate nexus between research and teaching. The nexus between
teaching and research has been variously described in the literature as a 'myth’, a 'shibboleth’,
and a 'relic' from the past just to reflect the inherent difficulty in both its conceptualization
and implementation. As Slapcoff and Harris (2014, 70) point out, even in an intensive-
research university some academics failed to see a link between research and teaching
quality at an undergraduate level.

Conversely, the argument supporting the existence of this nexus suggests that
knowledge backed up through research should form the basis of teaching materials. In
addition, the latest advances in a given field are more likely to be presented by a research-
active academic, providing authenticity to their teaching materials (Stappenbelt, 2013).The

366 |



Holi Ibrahim Holi Aliand Awad Alhassan. Conceptualising and Promoting Implementation Adab, Issue 52 (1), January 2025

research-teaching nexus is indeed reported to help in better understanding the possible
interaction between teaching and research that could assist in practical institutional policy
issues such as the appropriate level of involvement by academics in the teaching and research
roles (Neumann, 1996).

4. Possibilities of the relationship between research and teaching:

When determining the basis of a possible nexus between research and teaching,
Healey (2005) suggested the existence of four possibilities. A first represents research-led
teaching, that is, teaching based on the research carried out by the teacher, in which the
students are merely recipients of knowledge transmitted to them which has been produced
by others. Another possible relationship, research-oriented teaching, exists whereby students
are presented with research processes in order to learn about research methodologies. The
third type, research-tutored, is when, under the supervision of the tutor, students work in
small groups. They are given the opportunity to conduct research and write articles
systematizing results they have collected. The fourth possibility proposed by Healey (2005),
research-based teaching, exists whereby students also take up the role of researchers by
establishing research questions, debating, and planning procedures, collecting data, and
interpreting them according to the chosen theoretical framework. This teaching-research
relationship is based on a solid partnership between professors and students, characterized
by the horizontality which accompanies the notion of a collective researcher: it
acknowledges and accepts that both tutors and students can teach and learn. These
discussions and suggestions by Healey reflect the inherent difficulties in the definition,
conceptualization and the approaches towards the implementation of such nexus widely
considered necessary between research and teaching in higher education.

5. Challenges and approaches to the implementation of research-teaching nexus:

There are ongoing discussions in higher education on the challenges when
addressing the connection between teaching and research. The central focus is how to make
teaching effective by incorporating research element to develop students’ competencies and
improve learning outcomes. Another driver for the higher education institutions to
emphasize teaching-research-nexus seems to stem from the requirements stipulated by
academic accreditation and quality assurance organisations. Previous studies have shown
the benefits of research in teaching (see e.g., Alhassan & Holi, 2020, Stappenbelt, 2013,
Slapcoff, 2014). However, the multi-disciplinary literature (see e.g., Lewicki & Bailey,
2009, Turk, Ledi¢ & Mio¢i¢, 2017) in higher education on teaching-research nexus has also
equally highlighted several challenges as to how this relationship between teaching and
research can play out in practice to better foster learning and develop competence among
learners. As has been established, it is difficult to define and describe what is exactly meant
by teaching-research nexus. McKenzie, Griggs, Snell, and Meyers (2018) reviewed a wide
range of studies in the literature, and found “it is not so much a singular relationship as
describing many links between teaching and research. The links could include lecturers
talking about their research in the classroom or using a small research project as an
assessment tool to make students undertake research” (p. 4). In a similar vein, Visser-
Wijnveen et al., (2010) noted that the difficulty in defining the term research-teaching nexus

367



Holi Ibrahim Holi Aliand Awad Alhassan. Conceptualising and Promoting Implementation Adab, Issue 52 (1), January 2025

stems from the fact that the term is used for different kinds of activities in HE institutions
and that many different words are used for the same activity. Additionally, as Bennett et al.
(2018, 283) point out, these academics are “often burdened with heavy teaching loads and
limited or no opportunities to pursue discipline-based research”. As such, the question of
who is permitted to produce knowledge remains, alongside who can teach about it.

The research and teaching nexus (RTN), as termed within relevant literature, refers
to links between the two core missions of a university (Tight, 2016). However, there remains
substantial ambiguity in the definition because links can be multi-dimensional (Elken &
Wollscheid, 2016). Malcolm (2014, 295) argues that the research on these links provides a
“granular account of varied and dynamic relationships constructed within personal,
institutional and broader contextual contingencies”. Understanding conceptually the
different levels at which research and teaching can be linked is key to analysing how
functional the RTN might be.

It is also important to avoid a number of pitfalls when engaging with RTN. Firstly,
RTN may over-emphasize some parts of the curriculum whilst neglecting others. Secondly,
as noted by Horddsy & McLean (2022), there can be inequalities of access to research. This
can also lead to the marginalization of teaching-only staff (Al-Nofli, 2021, Clark & Hordosy,
2019; Harland, 2016, Healey, 2005, Palmer et al., 2015, Wareham & Trowler, 2007).
Furthermore, some institutions are teaching but not research-intensive, and yet they expect
their staff members to be research active and to connect research to teaching without
providing any support for them to engage in research activities let alone to inform their
teaching with research (Alhassan & Holi, 2020). This would negatively affect research
production and thus minimising the potentials of the implementation of research-teaching
nexus. Finally, it is important to debunk and challenge the argument of zero correlation
between teaching and research (Waller and Prosser, 2023).

5.1 Approaches to research-teaching nexus:

The research-teaching nexus is influenced by various contextual factors. Within the
teaching and learning context, the focus is generally on interactions between teachers and
students, common classroom practices and the evaluation of teaching and learning processes
(Wang, Newton, Moger, lon, & Arnau-Sabates, 2023). Given the lack of consensus in the
definition and perception of this nexus, researchers suggest that the focus should be on the
classification and analysis of different approaches to this nexus. Accordingly, as McKenzie
et al. (2018) noted, these approaches accept the diversity and variety of meanings and
interpretation of the concept of research-teaching nexus. Here is a table provided by
McKenzie et al. (2018, p.8) illustrating both the diversity and the definition the research-
teaching nexus as well as the different types of roles that teachers can be expected to play.

368



Holi Ibrahim Holi Aliand Awad Alhassan. Conceptualising and Promoting Implementation

Adab, Issue 52 (1), January 2025

Profiles
Teach Make .ShOW what Help to Provide
it means to
Themes research research be a conduct research
results known research experience
researcher
Towa_rds_ Towards Towards Towards
teaching: . . i
X teaching: Towards teaching: research: input
academic : L ? _
. . . academic teaching: academic of students;
Orientation knowledge; . - ? : "
disposition  academic disposition  Towards
Towards - X . Lo
: and divulge  disposition  and teaching: train
research:
. research researcher  researcher
reflection
Inquiry
Learning learning:
about discussing
research: and
listening to  reporting;
researcher  Learning Own Own. Own ongoing
Approach  and about research ongoing
; : research
literature research: process research
reading; literature
Inquiry reading
learning: Own
discussing  research
content
I&zcher Expert Motivator Role model ~ Tutor Guide

Given this multitude of possible ways to enact the research-teaching nexus,
Wouetherick (2009) sought to define the concept as an interplay between the research and
teaching roles at HElIs, at faculty, department, or individual academic member levels. Tight
(2016) notes that whilst research relates to the investigation of new knowledge, teaching can
more widely disseminate this knowledge and its associated skills. Healey (2005, 69-70),
emphasizing the benefits of RTN, suggests a model for curriculum design that involves
students more heavily in both the research and learning process. This includes the use of
own research used into teaching courses; integration of research activities within
assignments, involvement of students in research projects and teaching of research methods
through different subjects (Baldwin, 2005). Action research, whereby classroom challenges
are investigated and resolved, is certainly an important tool to bring about convergence
between teaching and research (McKinley, 2019). When students are also involved as co-
researchers, this can constitute a highly empowering process for those involved as
demonstrated by Ballentine et al. (2022) in their curriculum designed and implemented for
undergraduate computing students.
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4. Methodology:

The overarching aim of this study is to identify the salient issues that have been
raised in the OAAAQA reports which are associated with the research-teaching nexus in the
Omani HEIs. To achieve its aim, the study is situated in an appropriate methodological
framework which encompasses corpus-based data. The study takes a holistic
conceptualization to research-teaching nexus based on the quality assurance framework that
has been used across all Omani HEIs. It sought to explore the following three research
guestions:

1/ How is the research-teaching nexus conceptualised in OAAAQA reports?

2/ What are the most salient issues that have been raised by OAAAQA in their
institutional quality audit reports (IQA) regarding research-teaching nexus?

3/ How can the implementation of research-led teaching be promoted in HEIs?

4.1 Data collection process:

This paper relies on 10 published quality audit reports related to research-teaching
nexus as proposed by OAAAQA for Omani HEIs — see http://www.oaaa.gov.om. The
quality audit process has several stages, with the overarching purpose of evaluating the
effectiveness of the system in HEIs and overseeing to what extent the mission and vision are
achieved from an external review perspective. The external audit panel of national and
international peers from academia, industry, and professions consider HEIs portfolios and
verifies their completeness and accuracy through means of interviews and cross-checking
with original documentation and other information sources. The audit panel produces a
guality audit report that includes commendations, affirmations, and recommendations
(CARs). The OAAAQA audit reports were written by various OAAAQA panels to which
the audits were entrusted. The comments of the panel often include the following wording:
commendations (= Well done!), affirmations (= The HEI seems to have started dealing with
the problem), and recommendations (= There is still work to be done). All accreditation
outcomes or reports are clearly written and defined to ensure stakeholders understand the
respective HEI’s accreditation status and any implication the outcome may have for the HEI
in the future. The selection criteria for these reports were the frequency of CARs on all of
them. We analyzed audit reports (available on the OAAAQA’s website: http: /www.oaaa.
gov.om) of 8 Omani local HEIs (universities and colleges) as part of our research. To
maintain confidentiality, we have chosen not to disclose the details of the HEISs in this study;
however, the readers may easily access the OAAAQA website to examine these reports and
the available comments regarding the HEIs’ approaches in developing, implementing, and
promoting research-teaching nexus approaches. By reviewing the corpus on the
OAAAQAE’s website — http://www.0aaaga.gov.om —the data for this study were collected
and compiled based on the recommendations and affirmations made by the OAAAQA’s
panels on research-teaching nexus across the 8 Omani HElIs.
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4.2 Analytical procedures:

The analysis of the review was conducted through content analysis to identify
categories (Morse, 2008), guided by the objectives of the study and the research questions.
Qualitative content analysis (QCA) is “a highly flexible, pragmatic, and systematic method
used for investigation of a wide range of topics” (Selvi, 2019, 450). The most salient issues
in the reports regarding the research-teaching nexus were highlighted, discussed, and
reported. The OAAAQA audit reports were written by various OAAAQA panels to which
the audits were entrusted. The recommendations are general to give each HEI the freedom
to seek out solutions to their challenges. Lists of codes and subcategories were manually
developed, and subsequently relevant data were used to answer the research questions.

5. Findings and discussion:

Overall, the reviewed reports showed that the research-teaching nexus is currently
conceptualized and understood differently by the various HEIls. Additionally, the most
salient research-teaching nexus issues relate to the lack of systematic approaches or
frameworks to this nexus, and the lack of explicit indicators or descriptors to measure it.
Furthermore, the findings indicated that there is a lack of policies, procedures, and protocols
that promote and encourage faculty to link their research to teaching within its research
framework. These four areas will be summarized and discussed sequentially, followed by
the presentation of the study conclusions and recommendations and suggestions for further
research with regards to RTN in Oman and beyond.

5.1 Conceptualizing research-teaching nexus:

“The OAAAQA recommends that the ... revisit its approach to
the Research-Teaching Nexus by clearly defining what is
classified as research-informed teaching and implementing
explicit descriptors as well as indicators for its measurement and
analysis’’.

It is unclear if faculty consider the research-teaching nexus and the HEIs should
continue to support scholarly activities to promote a systematic approach to linking teaching
and research which ensures a research-led teaching focus. Faculty should be supported to
ensure that all student teaching is evidence-based, up-to-date and based on the latest
research. The Panel here urges that HEIs need to implement a systematic approach to
developing a research action plan to ensure its research and scholarly activities have a
positive impact on teaching and learning. This idea is in line with the findings of McKenzie
et al. (2018) regarding the lack of consensus in the definition and perceptions around RTN.
Given the diversity and variety of meanings and interpretations of the concept of research-
teaching nexus further awareness raising on conceptual understandings, multi-
dimensionality (Elken & Wollscheid, 2016) and ways of implementing RTN could be
beneficial (Clark & Horddsy, 2019; Harland, 2016; Healey, 2005, Hord6sy, & McLean,
2022, Palmer et al., 2015, Wareham & Trowler, 2007).
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5.2 Lack of policies, procedures, systematic approach, and protocols for

promoting research-teaching nexus:

“The Panel found that at the time of the audit, the research-teaching
nexus at the University was not developed and it was informed
that... will be able to pursue this goal once the research framework
has been developed. ...is encouraged to put in place policies,
procedures, and protocols that promote and encourage faculty to

link their research to teaching within its research framework”.

It is apparent from the quotes above from the OAAAQA’s reports that HEIs need to

develop explicit frameworks, policies, procedures and protocols that
members and students to get engaged in research-informed teaching.

The same point was also highlighted by the quote below:

can guide both faculty

“The Oman Academic Accreditation Authority recommends that the
... complete the development of its research framework in order to
provide an overarching approach to research planning; management;
and funding”.

The lack of measurement mechanism was also noted by the QA panel as in the
guote below:

“There is currently no systematic approach to the dissemination of
research findings among faculty and staff. As the College develops
its research profile, it is encouraged to review its approach to
developing its research-teaching nexus”.

“The Oman Academic Accreditation Authority recommends that the
... develop and implement a mechanism to ensure the nexus between
teaching and research, and ensure that teaching and learning in the
College are informed, among other aspects, by research outputs”.

“The Oman Academic Accreditation Authority recommends that ...
develop a conceptual framework for staff research that supports its

strategic intent”.

As we can we see from the above quotes, the OAAAQA panel found no evidence
of a college-wide system through which research, teaching and learning are linked for the
enhancement of student learning. The panel acknowledges that research at ... is in its early
stages of development; however, as the research agenda develops, the College will need to
make the teaching-research nexus an explicit part of its research plans. The Panel encourages
the College to develop a comprehensive system with clear strategies to enhance students’
engagement with staff research and, in turn, enhance the quality of student learning
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opportunities in the College.
5.3 Students’ involvement in research:

“During the audit interviews, a few faculty members reported
conducting research with students, but no evidence was available to
substantiate these claims. There is currently no systematic approach
to the dissemination of research findings among faculty and staff. As
the College develops its research profile, it is encouraged to review
its approach to developing its research-teaching nexus”.

As we can see here, the HEI in question did not involve students in research. There
is no clear approach to involve students in joint research projects with faculty members nor
is there any way whereby research findings are disseminated among faculty members. Such
comments reveal the need for more policies to encourage faculty-student research as well as
to set clear and measurable approaches as to how research-teaching nexus is implemented
and measured. Increased students’ involvement in research is supported by many researchers
(e.g., Baldwin, 2005, McKinley, 2019) who argue that the nexus can be enhanced by the use
of teachers’ own research utilized in teaching courses, with students also given opportunities
to conduct research projects.

5.4 Lack of explicit indicators or descriptors for measuring research-
teaching nexus:

The findings of the present study revealed that there is a lack of explicit descriptors
for analyzing and measuring the research-teaching nexus in some Omani HEIs. This was
clearly expressed in the following OAAAQA’s recommendations:

“The OAAAQA recommends that the ... revisit its approach to the
Research-Teaching Nexus by clearly defining what is classified as
research-informed teaching and implementing explicit descriptors as
well as indicators for its measurement and analysis”.

A similar recommendation was made regarding research plan and its measurement
tools:

“The Oman Authority for Academic Accreditation and Quality
Assurance of Education recommends that ... develop and implement
a comprehensive research plan with clear research targets against
which research performance is to be measured.”

“The College is in the early stage of its research and scholarly
development, but as such it is also ideally placed to put in place
measures to determine whether or not its teaching activities and
student learning are effectively enhanced by staff research and
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scholarship.”

The above quote exemplifies the need for mechanisms, descriptors or tools for measuring
and analyzing the research-teaching nexus so that it can be understood and implemented in
a better way.

“The Oman Academic Accreditation Authority recommends that the
... develop and implement a mechanism to ensure the nexus between
teaching and research, and ensure that teaching and learning in the
College are informed, among other aspects, by research outputs”.

OAAAQA panel points out that:

Apart from a course on research methods, there is no direct training
for research within its programmes (Portfolio, 47).1t was apparent, in
interviews with staff, that there was indeed some overlap between
staff research interests and the academic programmes delivered
within ... As the ownership and contextualisation of programmes
continues (and the research strategy develops), it is expected that
there will be increased opportunity to enhance the engagement
between staff research and student learning and to thus enhance the
quality of student learning opportunities in the College

OAAAQA panel recommends that:

The Oman Academic Accreditation Authority recommends that
...review its Vision in relation to research to reflect an appropriate
role of research and scholarly activity within the context of the
College position within the overall higher education sector.

These findings are consistent with other studies. The relationship between
performance indicators for teaching and (discovery) research was not adequately seen. This
is in line with the misunderstanding of a zero correlation between the two variables (Waller
and Prosser, 2023). By separating teaching and research activities, complementary expertise
is lost.

6. Conclusions and recommendations

This a small-scale qualitative study intended to explore the research-teaching nexus
element in the OAAAQA reports with the view of informing HEIS in Oman and beyond to
better conceptualize, define, implement, and measure such nexus. As we have seen, there is
a lack of consensus among academics and higher education institutions in the literature as to
how research-teaching nexus is conceptualized, defined, materialized, and measured to
ultimately improve and ensure both research and teaching research quality. This nexus is
found to be conceptualized differently in different HEIs. This is not an exception to what
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has been revealed in the OAAAQA reports where it was unsurprisingly found that different
Omani HEIs have different conceptualizations, definitions, and practices as to how the teach-
research nexus is dealt with. The present study was conducted in a single educational context
and was based on a single source of data from reports published by a single academic
accreditation authority. The findings are therefore not intended for generalization. However,
in the light of the study findings and insights, some recommendation can still be made to
help HEIs in the context of study and further afield to better define, conceptualize,
implement, and measure the relationship between research and teaching beyond meeting the
requirements of accreditations, to better inform and maintain the quality of both research
and teaching.

First, HEIs need to have clear policies to promote research culture and productivity
among staff members. These polices should promote faculty-student research projects to
help involve students in research activities and thereby transferring and reflecting research
findings into pedagogy. One way whereby faculty can involve students in research is by
initiating action research stemming from actual classroom problems that are observed by
both teachers and students. They can jointly research such problems to come up with
findings that can help address them.

Second, given the lack of consensus among academics and HEIs regarding the
conceptualization, definition, materialization, and measurement of the relationship between
research and teaching, HEIs should design a clear framework to guide faculty on how to
optimally make their teaching more research sensitive, led, oriented or informed. No matter
how far they should go in informing teaching with research, clear indicators and descriptors
should be designed to ensure that any level of relationship between research and teaching
can be noticed and measured. HEIs can be different in their focus on research and teaching
with some being more teaching oriented, others are more research-oriented, and yet some
are in between. Accordingly, these factors should be taken into consideration when polices,
descriptors and indicators for research-teaching nexus conceptualization, definition,
implementation, and measurements are designed. In light of the findings of the study and
the insights it has provided for promoting research —teaching nexus in HEIls, other
noteworthy questions have emerged that might prompt further research. More future
research can explore the research-teaching nexus from both students and faculty perspectives
across all disciplines. Conducting a study of this type might reveal different views about
RTN across the discipline. In order for the Omani HEIs to reach a considerable degree of
quality in their research activities, especially in research-teaching nexus, there should be
clear and explicit mechanisms for measuring the achievement of such linkage between
research and teaching. Awareness can thus be raised on how well they are doing in this
regard. This can be established through an institutional culture of quality assurance,
enhancement, and management.
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An initial sketch on Wali phonology

(a Sudanese endangered language)

Mohamed Yousif Mohamed Ali - University of Khartoum, Faculty of Arts, Department of
Linguistics

Abstract

This paper aims to provide an initial sketch of the phonology of Wali language (the Wali consonant and vowel
system). Interviews was the main tool of data collection where two wali males were the informants. The data
were elicited using the SIL Comparative African Wordlist (SILCAWL) by Snider and Roberts (2006). The data
were first recorded with 200 H4nPro Handy Recorder as audio files. Then the recordings were transcribed in
IPA and analyzed. It is found that the consonant system of Wali is similar to that found in Hill Nubian languages.
Wali has 19 consonants, they are divided into two major classes, obstruents and sonorants. In addition, the
inventory of Wali vowels consists of 8 vowels /a, o, e, o, 2, a, U, i/.

Keywords: Phonology, consonants, vowels
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1. Background information on Wali

In Sudan, including South Sudan until the cessation 2011, more than 120 languages
and dialects belonging to three different language families, Niger-Congo, Nilo-Saharan, and
Afroasiatic, are spoken. These languages are not evenly distributed, as most of them are
spoken in the Nuba Mountains, in Darfur, in the Blue Nile region and in the Republic of
South Sudan. A considerable number of the languages are highly endangered (Miller and
Abu Manga 1992; Mugaddam 2006a; Mugaddam 2006b).

The term “Nuba Mountain languages” refers to the forty-plus languages natively
spoken in this area, to the exclusion of regional varieties of Arabic. These languages can
uncontroversially be assigned to ten linguistic (genetic) groups (Schadeberg and Blench
2013: 3). Hiban 10 languages, Talodi 8 languages, Lafofa 1 languages, Katla 2 languages,
Rashad 2 languages, Nyimang 2 languages, Temein 2 languages, Daju 2 languages Nubian
7 languages, Kadu 6 languages.

Wali is a Nilo-Saharan Hill Nubian language, spoken in the northwestern Nuba Mountains
(Krell, 2012,11).

dinka northwestem

Map 1: Nuba Mountain languages

(Source: https://www.muturzikin.com/cartesafrique/26.htm)
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2.1. Location of the Wali

The Wali Hills (wali) lie to the south of the KARKO Hills, 30 miles south-west of
Dilling, and include the hill-villages of Wali Baboi or Boboi [...], Wali Kurum (or Kurun,
Kuron), and Abu Seida (or Seidi) [...]. T have at present very little material on this dialect
(waliri-f€), which is recognized by its speakers and others as distinct from KARKO, etc.”
(Stevenson 1956:115). Wali (also Walari, and Walarishe) is a language spoken in the
northwestern Nuba Mountains, Wali Hills, south of Karko Hills. It was spoken by about
9,000 people (in 2007), and some monolinguals still existed (ELP n.d.). This information is
based on the Ethnologue (Lewis 2009).
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Map 2: Languages in the northern Nuba Mountains (Jakobi and Hamdan, to be published)

As for its genetic classification, Kordofan Nubian — along with Midob and Birgid of
Darfur - represents the western branch of the Nubian language family, the eastern branch
being formed by the Nubian languages of the Nile Valley, Nobiin, Kenzi and Dongolawi.
According to Claude Rilly, ®Nubian is genetically related to Nara in Eritrea, Ama (Nyima)
in the Nuba Mountains, Tama of Darfur, and even to the extinct Meroitic language. All these

10 Rilly, C. (2010). Le méroitique et sa famille linguistigue.
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languages are conceived of forming the northern subgroup of Eastern Sudanic which, in turn,
is a primary branch of Nilo-Saharan” (Jakobi and Hamdan, to be published, p. 4)

2.2. Classification of Wali language

According to Bell (1995, 3) languages such as Masakin and Koalib in the Nuba
Mountains belong to the Niger-Congo language family. A second group of languages
belongs to the Nilo-Saharan language family. “Greenberg’s (1963) inclusion of the four
remaining language groups (Nubian, Nyimang, Temein and Daju) into Eastern Sudanic”
(Schadeberg and Blench 2013,14). Wali is an Eastern Sudanic Nubian language of the Nilo-
Saharan family (see Figures 1 and 2).

( --------------------------------------------- Songhay

Maban

Fur and

Amdang

Kunama

Northeastern

Saharan

Nilo-Saharan

Eastern

Sudanic

Kuliak

Central Sudanic

--------------------------------------------- Koman, B aga

Figure 1: The Nilo-Saharan subclassification (Jakobi and Dimmendaal 2019, 4)
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Figure 2: Eastern Sudanic languages (Jakobi and Dimmendaal 2019, 3)
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The Ethnologue listing for Wali includes the following information: Wali [will]:
Alternative names: Walari, Walarishe. Classification: Nilo-Saharan, Eastern Sudanic,
Northen, Nubian, Central, Hill, Unclassified Dialects: None listed. [...] They live in the Wali
Hills, south of the Karko Hills. Wali is an SOV language (Krell 2012,6).

2.3. Wali Endangerment

Language endangerment is the most current and important issue in linguistic studies
all over the world. With the fast development in communication media the world is
witnessing, linguists are now convinced that about 90% of the world’s languages are deemed
to die in the next few centuries. Because of the important place languages as human heritage
and important data in explanation of human history, funds have been raised to record and
document these languages before they disappear without leaving a trace. The results of all
the language surveys carried out at the Institute of African & Asian languages or elsewhere
confirm the fact that the Sudanese local languages are drastically recessing and retreating
before the rapid spread of Arabic.” (Abu-Manga 2006:7). According to Schadeberg and
Blench (2013, 3) about 1.7 million people live in the Nuba Mountain today, and we may
assume that more than one million are more or less active speakers of one of the Nuba
Mountains languages.

The Language Survey of the Sudan was launched in 1972 by the Institute of African
and Asian Studies, University of Khartoum. The survey was designed to map patterns of
language use in selected communities throughout the Sudan. Yusuf al-Khalifa Abu Bakr and
Herman Bell travelled to Nuba Mountains in early 1976 to initiate fieldwork there. The
Dilling team then conducted a survey of selected communities throughout the Nuba
Mountains with field supervision provided by Muhammed Yusuf Sid Ahmad of the Institute
of African and Asian Studies. The survey of the Wali - Julud region was conducted with
great energy and skill by Bushra Ahamad Shagi (Yusuf Sid Ahmed and Ahamed Shagqi
1978). A majority of the young children 70.7% have not yet been to school or Khalwa.
Almost two thirds of these, i.e. 65.5%, declared Dilling (Wali), but not Arabic to be their
mother tongue.” (Bell 1995). “A random sample covered about 20% of the households in
the villages of Wali and Julud. There were 166 persons interviewed, the great majority of
these belonging to the ethnic groups of the Wali Nubians and the Julud. Only about 4 people
out of every 5 in the sample claimed to speak some Arabic. More than two thirds of the
people sampled spoke the Dilling Nubian language (Wali). Almost a third of the sample
spoke Katla (Julud) (Bell 1995).

More recently, Krell (2012,4) describes a language survey conducted in January and
February of 2007 among speakers of Ama, Karko, and Wali. These languages are spoken in
villages of the northwest of the Nuba Mountains, Sudan. Wordlist and interview were
utilized as method of obtaining data. The main goals of this research were to get an
approximate number of languages that are spoken in the survey region, collect data on their
ethnolinguistic identities, gauge the vitality of each of them, and to determine the
relationships that exist between these languages. The research was conducted to help make
decisions on the best ways to meet the needs of these speech communities for language
development and literature. Krell (2012:17) concludes that “Wali is a vital language with
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no indication of language shift. Karko and Wali show 29% linguistic similarity based on an
evaluation of wordlists, obtained during this survey. This indicates that they should be
considered linguistically as different languages with no inherent intelligibility. Because of
this linguistic dissimilarity between Karko and Wali, it is unlikely for these speakers to be
able to share literature without becoming bilingual. However, Karko and Wali speakers have
a shared ethnolinguistic identity, and generally view themselves as speaking the same
language (Ajang).

Abu-Manga (2006,8) shows in the following Table a classification of the most
endangered languages in Sudan according to the degree of endangerment measured against
number of speakers that are given in Ethnologue. Ethnologue (Lewis 2009) reported 9,000
speakers (2007) but Abu-Manga listed 487 speakers in the table below, which shows the
lack of reliable data about Sudanese languages and the need for research. The population of
Wali speakers was listed as 487 (1977 Voegelin and Voegelin, as reported in the
Ethnologue), and Brenzinger (2007,200) listed Wali as a language with less than 500
speakers and as a ’severely endangered language’.

Table 1: Severely endangered languages (with less than 1,000 speakers) in Sudan (source:
Abu-Manga 2006, 8)

Language Number of speakers Family
Aja 200 (1993) Nilo-Saharan
Aka 300 (1989) NS

Borugu 494 Niger-Kordofanian
Gula 200 (2000) NS
El-Hugeirat 200 (2000) NS
Indiri 7000 NK
Kelo 200 NS
Lafofa 600 (2000) NK
Mangayat 400 NK
Moda 600 NS
Molo 100 NS
Nding 400 NK
Njalgulgule 900 NS
Wali 487 NS

Endangered Languages Project (ELP n.d.) classifies the Wali language as threatened

(20 percent certain, based on the evidence available)” (according to information from
Ethnologue (Lewis, 2009).

According to Glottolog 4.8 (n.d.), Wali is “shifting” according to the AES
(Agglomerated Endangerment Status) classification, which measures how endangered a
language is. A ‘shifting’ language is in a worse condition than a ‘threatened’ one. The next
steps on the scale are ‘moribound’, ‘nearly extinct’ and ‘extinct’. On the other hand, as
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mentioned before, Krell (2012,17) estimated the Wali language to be “a vital language with
no indication of language shift”. It thus seems that the sociolinguistic situation and level of
endangerment of the Wali language need further research.

3. Methodology

In this study, the data were elicited using the SIL Comparative African Wordlist
(SILCAWL) by Snider and Roberts (2006), prepared with sentences and phrases in Arabic
by the researcher. The data were first recorded with 200 H4nPro Handy Recorder as audio
files during two months of elicitation with my informants in 2022. Then the recordings were
transcribed in IPA and analyzed. This method was used to collect data through interviews
with my informants with lists of nouns translated to Wali.

The interviews were conducted at the informants’ homes in Al-Samrab, Khartoum.
The homes were sufficiently quiet for doing recordings. All interviews were recorded. At
first, | started with recording the data, then the transcriptions were done, after that | did the
analysis. The Wali informants were the following two men:

The main informant: was born in 1970. Place of birth: Wali village. Ethnicity: Wali.
Parents: Native speakers of Wali. Language skills: Wali speaker since birth, and Arabic
second language speaker. Wali language use: He speaks Wali with his family, | witneedss
this. Profession: soldier. Education: Bahri high school in 1992.

The second informant: was born in 1990. Ethnicity: Wali. Place of birth: Wali
village. Parents: Native speakers of Wali. Language skills: Mother language: Wali, second
language: Arabic. Wali language use: He speaks Wali with his family, as he told me.
Profession: worker. Education: University of Al-Quran Alkarim in Khartoum. | only
collected a limited number of words from this informant.

The data was collected in Khartoum and not in the Nuba Mountains due to the
unstable security situation. That would have caused difficulties, risks and high costs of travel
and thus made research in the Nuba Mountains impossible.

4. Data analysis and discussion

This section presents the results reached at on the segmental phonology of Wali
language. It starts with consonants, then vowels.

4.1. Wali consonants

The Wali consonant system consists of seven places of articulation: bilabial,
labiodental, alveolar, post alveolar, palatal, velar and pharyngeal. With regard to the manner
of articulation, Wali consonants have two classes: the class of obstruents which is
characterized by the presence of voiceless plosives, voiced plosives, voiced fricatives and
voiceless fricatives, and secondly the class of sonorants which includes nasals, liquids and
glides.
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Table 2: Consonant inventory of Wali

Bilabial I(;;”tn)tigl- Alveolar ZIC\)/Set(_)Iar Palatal Velar Pharyngeal
Plosives p b t d k g
Fricatives F S J 3 X h
Nasals m N 0
Approximants I r
Glides w i

Wali has 19 consonants phonemes (see table 20). They are divided into two major
classes, obstruents and sonorants. The obstruents include plosives and fricatives, while
sonorants include nasals, liquid and glides. In Wali there are six stops /p, b, t, d, k and g/ and
six fricatives /f, s, [, 3, x and #/. Three nasals /m, n, and 1/, approximants /r/, /l/, and glides
/w/ and /j/. The phonemes /x/ and /#/ are loan phonemes from Arabic.

Table 3: Near minimal pairs and similar environments of Wali consonant phonemes

Phoneme Word pair Gloss
Ip/ pal ‘dog’
K/ kal ‘fish’
n t3'(5 ‘deaf’
fd/ dor ‘tongue’
It/ f:ﬁrr ‘muscle’
1t/ dor ‘tongue’
Ikl ke:l ‘room’
Ifl Jal ‘house’
Ip/ po:o' ‘hump of a cow’
Ifl Joo’ ‘cow’s udder’
/m/ ko"mi ‘mouse’
In/ koni ‘rabbit’
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Ir/
n

fw/
k!

13/
Ip/

b/
Ikl

It
1jl
It
y/
Is/
lil
Ihl
g/

Ix/
b/

kar
kal
wito'
kity
sili
pili
bartu’
karty’
andity”
andijo’
kokrti®
kokrni'

sobi’
iknabi
si’herky
sigeniko
Xbit
bat?

Adab, Issue 52 (1), January 2025
‘barn’
“fish’

‘seed’
‘door’

‘teeth’
‘dogs’

‘handicapped’
‘kind of animal (in Arabic keikab)’

‘son’
‘uncle’

‘hen’
‘hens’

‘decorative stick’
‘mean’

‘wizard’ (Arabic loan word)
‘prison’(Arabic loan word)

‘string” (Arabic loan word)
‘duck’ (Arabic loan word)

Arabic has emphatic sounds, e.g., /s*/. Wali speakers pronounce the emphatic sounds the
same way as mother-tongue Arabic speakers, e.g. s?ala ‘prayer’, bat” ‘duck’.

4.2. Wali vowels

below:

Close

The phonemic inventory of Wali vowels consists of 8 vowels, as shown in the Table

Close-mid

Open-

Open

mid

Table 4: Vowel inventory of Wali

Front

E

Central Back
U
S 0
o)
a
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The Wali inventory of vowels is similar to the Karko inventory of vowels, which
has the front vowels /i, e, ¢, a/, the back vowels /3, 5, 0, u/ (Jakobi and Hamdan not published

yet).

Table 5: (Near) Minimal pairs of Wali vowels

Phoneme Minimal pairs Gloss
la/ Kar ‘barn’
fu/ kur ‘shield’
oY} kor ‘war’
Il to: ‘pumpkin bowl’
fi/ ti’ ‘cow’
o/ i'lo’ ‘lazy’
fi/ il ‘women’
fu/ uli’ ‘chest’
fi/ il ‘women’
Il dor ‘tongue’
el déf ‘wool’
fa/ bar ‘leather’
lal fo:’ ‘drum’
fil fi.’ ‘language’

5. Conclusion

This descriptive study aims at providing a sketch on Wali phonology; focusing on
consonants and vowels (segmental phonology). The fact that it may be one of the Sudanese
endangered languages encourages the researcher to make this study, however, the
sociolinguistic situation and level of endangerment of the Wali language need further
research due to many different points of views, between those who see it as endangered
language and others who see it as not endangered. Therefore, | hope that this paper
encourages others to pursue further studies on Wali, especially in the following areas of
research:

1/ deep phonological description

2/ description of morphophonemic alternations
3/ description of the inflection properties of nouns, such as the case marking on nouns.
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