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Abstract

In this research, we discuss the political use of legendary stories in Sudanese theatre, and how the
authors of these plays recreated and formulated them in a way that expresses the issues of
contemporary man and his position on authority. After introducing myth, its concept, and how
writers dealt with it, we then discussed the concept of theater, its origins, and the relationship of
myth to theater. We went to the applied study; It was applied to two Sudanese plays: My beloved
Nabtaa, by Hashim Siddiq, and The Tragedy of Yarwal, by Al Khatim Abdullah. The research
reached a number of results, the most important of which are:Myth has remained a resource for
writers in every era-The world of myth is not subject to fixed foundations in reality-Hashem Siddiq
recreated the legend of Sally Fohamer in a new guise to express the experience and aspirations of
modern man-Al-Khatim Adlan succeeded in creating a parallel text from the story of Yarul- The
two plays revealed the misuse of power and the tyranny of the rulers with high symbolism-
Awareness, knowledge, and the word are the basis of combating injustice and tyranny-Theater
remains the father of the arts because of the impact it leaves on people that shakes the throne of
rulers.

Keywaords: myth, theater, my beloved Nabtaa, the tragedy of Yarol
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Abstract

The study tackled the topic of Abu Ali alFarisi’s multiple views on the single grammatical case,
through his numerous works on grammar and the opinions attributed to him. The study aimed to
uncover al-Farisi grammatical doctrine and his position on scholars, particularly Sibawayh,; how
he addressed, analyzed and explained some Quranic readings, were investigated. The descriptive
approach, based on analysis and incomplete induction, along with description and observation,
was adopted. The study addressed five different themes and reached several results, including the
following: this study favored the abolition " lakin" (the lightened" lakin"), as it occurs abolished in
the Quranic readings as the stance espoused by majority of grammarians .The study supported the
permissibility of placing "an" if it occurs after "kun"(the word "kun", as it does not violate
analogical reasoning, in addition to its frequent occurrence in Arabic speech . The study revealed
a glimpse of al— Farisi’s visual tendency in some of his grammatical views.

Keywords: Alfarisi , Multiple , Grammatical, Case, Quranic reading
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the connection between modern pragmatic and functional linguistic approaches
and the early development of classical Arabic rhetoric—without making foundationalist claims or engaging
in arguments about precedence or appropriation of heritage. The study adopts a qualitative methodology that
combines description, analysis, extrapolation, and comparison. It analyzes rhetorical and critical texts by
prominent Arab scholars such as Al-Jahiz, Ibn Qutayba, Abu Hilal Al-Askari, and Abd al-Qaher Al-Jurjani,
linking their insights to contemporary models in functional linguistics, including the natural language user
model, functional grammar, and discursive functional grammar. The study concludes that classical Arab
rhetoricians, though not theoretically explicit, demonstrated a practical commitment to principles closely
aligned with modern discourse analysis—especially the notion that "every context has its discourse.” This
reflects an early pragmatic-functional awareness that has not received adequate scholarly attention. The
study recommends re-examining Arabic rhetorical heritage using modern linguistic frameworks to uncover its
depth and potential contributions to contemporary linguistic theory.

Keywords: Rhetoric, Functional Linguistics, Al-Jurjani, Functional Discourse Grammar, Discourse
Analysis, Meaning of Meaning
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Abstract

The study dealt with the most important topic, which is grammatical pauses with Qur’anic verses, these
verses that appear to be vague in contrast to the grammatical rule. It aims to remove this ambiguity and
clarifying the problems. | followed a descriptive analytical method and reached to several important results,
there is no ambiguity in verses of Quran and this due to misunderstanding for verses of Quran which un
ability to fully informed and knowing sects of Arab what their fascination with their language are not react to
his people of remembrance as hidden confused on them in sense and parsing of verse . Understanding the
meaning of the verse correctly that was revealed to him leads to its correct Arabic translation understanding
the meaning of the verse in the correct manner that was revealed to him leads to its correct it's Arabic
parsing. There are those who wanted to undermine the language of the Qur’an and distort the words of Allah
Almighty and recite verses from it. The Noble Qur’an is the original and the source that the grammarians
refer to when differing grammarians in the grammatical base the origin from which the evidence is derived,
and the opposite linguistic arguments. The Qur’an revealed seven letters, all of which are sufficient The Holy



Yo by 1/0€ suall olsl Lo lls a1l §ET £31 0 e Gomill Clandl ctama Jusr o (all gm0

Qur’an has various kinds of refinement in discourse and style, because of its significant psychological impact.
Because it attracts attention, awakens feelings, and causes minds to wonder and search, so that the meanings
are empowered in the soul wherever it is possible. One of the functions of parsing in the authentic Arabic
style is brevity, as by replacing a movement with a vowel or a letter with a letter the speaker dispenses with a
word or an entirely sentence .The study recommends that conducting studies in the rest of the verses whose
apparent contradiction is in origins of linguistic principles, as well as conducting studies in the noble
prophetic Hadiths whose apparent contradiction is ambiguity of a linguistic rule, paying attention to the
Arabic language and studying and mastering Arab styles of speech, especially the rules of grammar and
morphology, studying them deeply and exploring inside. Everyone who wants to deal with, understand and
contemplate the Qur’an must be provided with the necessary knowledge for that and to be familiar with what
the trustworthy scholars have said from the believers and followers and the scholars of interpretations and
linguists in this field.

Keywords: Ambiguity, Arabic Grammar,The Holy Qur’an
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Abstract

The Holy Quran guides to the upright path. It has given guidance, on the importance of preventing Aashuh
(covetousness and stinginess), in more than one place, including the words of God Almighty: {And who so
ever is saved from his own covetousness, such are they who will be the successful} [Al-Hashr: 9]. So this
study aimed to identify the concept of Aashuh, its connotations, and psychological dimensions, its sources and
factors, its effects on individuals and society, and how to prevent it. The descriptive analytical approach was
used to study the concept of Aashuh in the Quranic verses, and to deduce its psychological connotations and
how to prevent it. The study questions were answered, through four sections, and the most important results
that were reached are: The word Aashuh was mentioned in five places in the Holy Quran, and it became clear
from a psychological perspective that Aashuh is a formative psychological characteristic that exists in
humans, and it represents a strong psychological drive that requires control, as it is activated to satisfy an
internal psychological need that a person feels. It became clear that Aashuh has several sources and factors
that lead to its arousal and appearance. These sources and factors include: social problems, wars, and the
absence of faith. It became clear that Aashuh has negative effects on the personal and social levels of
behavior and psychological wellbeing. The methods of preventing Aashuh include following what is
subscribed in the Holly Quran as means of Alfalah (wining and success), self-efficacy, motives control,
emotional intelligence and problem-solving ability.

Keywaords: Covetousness and Stinginess (Aashuh), Prevention, Successful (Alfalah)
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Abstract

This study aims to trace the folk paintings of Sudanese life depicted poetically by Mohammed Al-Mahdi Al-
Majdhoub in his two collections "Nar Al-Majazib™ and "Al-Sharafa wal-Hijra". The study focuses specifically
on Al-Majdhoub’s Sudanese folk imagery due to its richness, aesthetic depth, and density. For the purpose of
this research, | selected his poems that are most abundant in folk representations and analyzed them using an
inductive approach, which was then applied through a descriptive-analytical method. The study highlights the
aesthetic features of his folk imagery and explores his poetic inclinations. It also clarifies some of his
colloquial expressions, which are among his most distinctive characteristics. His integration of Sudanese
vernacular vocabulary and his recurrent depiction of Sudanese folk scenes are strong indicators of his
adherence to the Sudanism school, while the vibrant liveliness of his poetic imagery stands as a testament to
its artistic beauty.

Keywords: Folk imagery, Sudanism, Colloquial vocabulary, Artistic depiction, Poetic aesthetics
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Abstract

The study dealt with the most important topic, which is grammatical pauses with Qur’anic verses, these This
study examines the impact of the transformation from the conventional interest-based banking system to the
Islamic banking system in financing the agricultural sector, The research adopts a descriptive—analytical and
comparative methodology, combining the examination of Islamic legal texts and juristic opinions with an
analysis of economic literature, and Shari’ah standards.The findings reveal that Islamic financing—
particularly through commodity-based contracts such as Salam, Muzara ‘a, Musaqat, Murabaha, Musharaka,
Mudaraba, and Qard Hasan—links capital to real economic activity and applies the principle of “al-ghunm
bi-al-ghurm” "profit accompanies risk". This reduces default rates, ensures the timely provision of
agricultural inputs, enhances productivity and price stability, and promotes distributive justice and social
solidarity, in contrast to the interest-based system which imposes fixed costs regardless of outcomes.However,
the study identifies several challenges hindering effective implementation, including weak agricultural
infrastructure, lack of qualified personnel, limited hedging instruments that comply with Shari’ah, and low
public awareness of Islamic financing methods.

The study recommends strengthening the legislative and regulatory framework, expanding training and
awareness programs, establishing special funds based on zakat, awqaf, and benevolent loans to support small
farmers, and encouraging partnership-based contracts in large agricultural projects.

Keywords: Islamic finance, interest-based finance, Salam, Muzara‘a, Murabaha, agricultural sector
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the impact of psychological and social support on the family roles of Sudanese
women affected by war. The study belongs to descriptive research and adopted the social survey method using
a sample approach, where the effects of both psychological and social support were analyzed independently.
Data were collected through a questionnaire applied electronically to a convenience sample of 175 Sudanese
women inside and outside Sudan whose family roles were affected by the war. The results showed that
psychological and social support have a positive and direct effect on empowering women to perform their
family roles, with psychological support being the most influential factor, having a higher mean than social
support. The results reflect the participants’ perspective on the importance of this support, and its validity
was reinforced using precise statistical tests. The results also revealed no statistically significant differences
in the effect of psychological and social support due to demographic variables, including age, marital status,
educational level, kinship, or family role. Based on the study’s results, the researcher recommends focusing
on enhancing psychological and social support for women affected by war through specialized programs and
organizations, to ensure their empowerment and promote family stability in conflict contexts.

Keywaords: Psychological support, social support, Sudanese women, war, family roles
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has formed the intellectual foundation of Iran’s post-1997 reformist movement (Mir-
Hosseini, 2006).

Though the notion that figh is temporal is not new—classical thinkers like al-
Ghazali made similar arguments in the eleventh century—Soroush and others have
revived this idea with renewed urgency and political relevance. Whether New
Religious Thinking will translate into substantive political reform remains uncertain.
Nevertheless, as Mir-Hosseini (2006) affirms, the process of desanctifying and
secularizing figh has now reached a point of no return (Mir-Hosseini, 2006).

Conclusion:

In its current form, Islamic feminism is not a monolithic or centrally
organized movement. It is richly diverse and often internally conflicted, owing to the
vast differences in governance, legal systems, and cultural practices across the
Muslim world. Some Islamic feminists advocate for secular reinterpretations of
Islam, while others seek a broader understanding of its sacred texts to reclaim
women’s rights from within the tradition. Despite facing formidable resistance—
social, political, and theological—Islamic feminists continue to engage in a dynamic
struggle for justice.

As Badran (2009) reminds us, “Religion and the cultures in which it is
imbricated are not going to go away. Nor are they monolithic and static” (Badran,
2009). This observation captures both the challenges and possibilities of the Islamic
feminist movement. It is a project that balances between tradition and
transformation, drawing strength from its inclusive, text-centered approach. By
addressing gender inequality through reinterpretation rather than rejection of sacred
texts, Islamic feminism remains accessible and resonant for many Muslim women
who seek justice without abandoning their faith. The movement’s continued vitality
lies in its ability to uncover, question, and reframe patriarchal readings of Islam while
remaining rooted in the very texts that have historically been used to marginalize
women.
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dangerous, and naturally subordinate. These ideas—particularly evident in the laws
governing marriage and divorce—have shaped Muslim societies and justified
systemic inequality. Thus, key elements such as unilateral divorce (talaq) and
polygyny are not divinely mandated, but juristic constructs born of patriarchal legal
reasoning (Mir-Hosseini, 2006).

One area where Islamic feminists unite in activism is the campaign against
so-called “honor Kkillings,” which disproportionately affect Turkish women,
including those in diaspora communities. Organizations such as AKDER
(Organization for Women’s Rights Against Discrimination) are actively working to
combat these crimes. Comprising mostly lawyers and judges, AKDER lobbies for
protective legislation, campaigns for women’s shelters, and counters religious
justifications of such violence by asserting that Islam does not permit mistreatment
of women (Vanzan, 2010).

As Mir-Hosseini (2006) points out, popular statements such as “Islam says,”
“the Qur’an states,” or “according to Sharia” often obscure the fact that these are
interpretive claims, not absolute truths. Rarely do such assertions acknowledge that
interpretations are subjective and varied, shaped by historical context and ideological
perspective. Moreover, a crucial distinction is often missed between faith—with its
moral and spiritual values—and organized religion—which includes legal,
institutional, and patriarchal frameworks. This failure to differentiate results in
rhetorical extremes: either glorifying Islam without addressing its abuses, or
condemning it entirely based on misuses of its teachings (Mir-Hosseini, 2006).

Among the most significant aims of Islamic feminism is the empowerment
of women through education. Goli Rezai-Rashti (2008) notes that in Iran, Islamic
feminism has been effective in promoting women's legal rights—especially in the
field of education—by working within an Islamic framework. She emphasizes that
Islamic feminists have not only gained public visibility but also succeeded in
encouraging legal reforms related to education, one of the most fruitful avenues for
change (Rashti, p. 47). Education, for many Islamic feminists, is the cornerstone of
liberation and long-term empowerment.

A noteworthy intellectual development within Islamic feminism is the
emergence of New Religious Thinking, particularly within Iran. Thinkers like
Abdolkarim Soroush have proposed a paradigm shift by distinguishing between
religion itself—sacred and unchanging—and religious knowledge, which is human,
mutable, and shaped by historical experience. Soroush’s interpretative-
epistemological framework critiques the rigidity of figh, arguing that it evolves with
time and societal change. His discourse, which supports pluralism and democracy,
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discipline is permitted under certain conditions, it must be measured and respectful
(Al-Qaradawi, 1995).

Polygamy is another contentious issue within Islamic feminism. Though the
Qur’an permits men to marry up to four wives, this allowance is framed within
specific social contexts—such as war, infertility, or illness. Al-Qaradawi (1995)
defends this practice as a compassionate response to demographic imbalances and
societal needs (Al-Qaradawi,1995). Nonetheless, modern legal reforms have
challenged polygamy. In Bosnia, for instance, family law prohibits polygamy,
ensures equal inheritance rights, and grants joint custody of children post-divorce.
Yet, informal “secret” marriages still occur, prompting Islamic feminists to advocate
both reinterpretation of sacred texts and adherence to progressive legal frameworks
(Vanzan, 2010).

One of the most notable legislative achievements influenced by Islamic
feminism occurred in Morocco in 2004. A landmark bill redefined marriage as an
equal partnership, granting women the right to divorce, protecting them from
unilateral repudiation (talaq), and securing equal rights in matters of child custody
and inheritance—all within a Sharia-based framework. This legal reform is widely
seen as a triumph of Islamic feminist advocacy, demonstrating the potential for
religious interpretation to coexist with gender justice.

Islamic feminists have found it essential to recover a suppressed historical
narrative and critically reread textual sources in order to demonstrate that the
inequalities enshrined in figh (Islamic jurisprudence) are neither divinely ordained
nor intrinsic to Islam. Rather, they are human constructs—products of patriarchal
interpretation. By exposing this constructed nature, Islamic feminists argue that such
inequalities contradict the Qur’an’s core message of divine justice and equality. As
Muhammad Syed (1938) observes, numerous Qur’anic verses affirm absolute
equality between men and women in terms of divine reward and punishment (e.qg.,
5:10-11, 4:124, 33:35, 40:40, 49:13). Commentators such as Abdullah Yusuf Ali
and Muhammad Ali support this egalitarian reading. Yusuf Ali asserts that the
Qur’an “not only recognizes the equal status of the sexes but insists on it,” while
Muhammad Ali emphasizes that Qur’anic verse 33:35 affirms women’s equal
spiritual potential (Syed, 1938).

The majority of Islamic feminist scholars focus on tafsir (Qur’anic exegesis)
to uncover this inherent egalitarianism. They locate the roots of gender inequality
not in the Qur’an, but in the legal traditions and cultural practices of early Muslim
societies. According to Mir-Hosseini (2006), gender-biased assumptions were
assimilated into Islamic jurisprudence through a set of socio-theological premises:
women were seen as created for men, inferior, in need of protection, sexually
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Susko, a professor of International Relations at Sarajevo University and activist with
the NGO Nabhla, encapsulates this view. She contends that feminism is unnecessary
if Islam is correctly understood because the religion does not regard women as
inferior. However, she attributes women's subordinate status in many Muslim
societies to widespread misinterpretations of the Qur’an and Sunnah, as well as the
lack of access to original sources and proper education (Vanzan, 2010). For Susko,
feminism in Islam is less about altering religion and more about restoring its
authentic, egalitarian message within contemporary contexts.

This feminist re-reading of Islamic texts gained momentum in the early
1990s, with scholars like Farid Esack offering transformative interpretations
grounded in ijtihad. His work, along with others, reflects an intent not to apologize
for Islam, but to reshape how its doctrines are applied in social and legal settings
(Badran, 2009).

Among the most contested areas of Islamic jurisprudence is the question of
women’s clothing. Traditional interpretations of hadith and Qur’anic verses have
often emphasized modesty and gender differentiation in dress. One oft-
cited hadithfrom Abu Hurairah reports that the Prophet said: “I will not be a witness
for two types of people who are destined for the Fire... women who, although clothed,
are yet naked, seducing and being seduced” (Al-Qaradawi, 1995). This hadith
associates moral decay with immodesty, illustrating how interpretations of women’s
dress codes are often linked to broader discourses on social and political control.

The Qur’an also encourages men and women to dress in ways that reflect
their gender and comportment. Violating these expectations is considered a deviation
from the natural social order (Al-Qaradawi, 1995, p. 43). Islamic feminists have
pushed back against this gender essentialism, aiming to deconstruct the moral burden
disproportionately placed on women. They argue that Islamic ethics—compassion,
generosity, and devotion to God—apply equally to men and women (Sakaranaho,
2008). In this framework, morality is emphasized over rigid notions of equality, with
the Turkish adage Esitlik haksizlvktir (“equality is injustice”) encapsulating the view
that goodness transcends gender (Sakaranaho, 2008).

The concept of tesettlir (modest dress) is thus viewed not as a burden
exclusive to women, but as a shared moral obligation. Within marital relationships,
Islamic law recognizes reciprocal rights and responsibilities between spouses. The
Qur’an affirms this mutual respect, though it also grants men a degree of authority,
especially as providers (Al-Qaradawi, 1995). A hadith recorded by Abu Dawud and
Ibn Hibban, for instance, states that a husband must clothe and feed his wife as he
does himself and may not strike her face or demean her (Al-Qaradawi, 1995). While
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Eastern societies, including those influenced by Islam, family constitutes a
significant source of social capital and identity. As Darraj (1999) points out, Arab
feminists are less inclined to prioritize individual autonomy over collective well-
being (Darraj, 1999). In these contexts, a woman’s faith and family serve as assets
rather than constraints.

Ultimately, Islamic feminism maintains that the Qur’an affirms the essential
equality of all human beings. However, this ideal has been undermined by patriarchal
ideologies embedded in historical jurisprudence. Islamic legal theory (figh), which
took shape in the ninth century, reflects the cultural and gender norms of its time. It
is this patriarchal interpretation of religious law—rather than the foundational texts
themselves—that continues to shape contemporary expressions of Sharia.

A central concern for Islamic feminists lies in the interpretation of
the Hadith—the reported sayings and deeds of the Prophet Muhammad. While
some hadiths are authentic, others have questionable provenance, and many have
been employed selectively or out of context to reinforce patriarchal practices. For
this reason, Islamic feminists prioritize direct engagement with the Qur’an, Islam’s
foundational text, using traditional methods of ijtihad (independent reasoning)
and tafsir (Qur’anic interpretation) to reframe Islamic doctrine in ways that uphold
gender justice (Badran, 2009).

The issue of hadith authenticity has long been a matter of concern within
Islamic  scholarship  itself. Abdul Hamid Mutawalli asserts that
any hadith contradicting the Qur’an, conflicting with established historical facts, or
describing implausible scenarios should not be considered reliable. This view
underscores the need for critical engagement with Islamic traditions—particularly
those that have been historically interpreted and transmitted by male scholars.
Indeed, the entire edifice of classical Islamic jurisprudence rests on interpretations
made exclusively by men. As Hassan (1999) notes, male scholars have shaped the
ontological, theological, sociological, and eschatological understandings of Muslim
women by interpreting foundational sources such as the Qur’an, Sunnah, Hadith,
and figh (Hassan, 1999). Within Islamic theology, Sharia (literally “the way”) is
understood as the totality of God’s will as revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. In
contrast, figh—Tliterally “understanding”—is the human effort to derive legal rules
from these sacred sources. Unlike Sharia, which is sacred and immutable, figh is
human, temporal, and thus subject to change (Mir-Hosseini, 2006). However,
patriarchal figh interpretations have often been mistaken for divine law, effectively
curtailing Muslim women’s legal and social rights.

This discrepancy between original Islamic teachings and their patriarchal
reinterpretations is a key motivation behind the Islamic feminist movement. Dzevada
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institutions. Many Western feminist theorists regard religion as a primary institution
perpetuating women’s subordination. As Simone de Beauvoir famously wrote in The
Second Sex, “Man enjoys the great advantage of having a God endorse the codes he
writes; and since man exercises a sovereign authority over woman, it is especially
fortunate that this authority has been vested in him by the Supreme Being” (de
Beauvoir, 2011). This view starkly contrasts with Islamic feminists, who argue that
gender inequality stems not from the sacred texts themselves, but from their
patriarchal interpretations.

Nevertheless, early Islamic feminists found resonance with certain
nineteenth-century Western feminists, especially in their shared critique of religious
texts. While many contemporary Western feminists have distanced themselves from
religion, early figures like Mary Wollstonecraft and Elizabeth Cady Stanton did not
reject sacred texts outright. Instead, they appealed to the higher moral principles of
religion to advocate for gender equality. Wollstonecraft, in A Vindication of the
Rights of Woman (1792), invoked biblical references to defend women's equal moral
status. Stanton, writing in the late nineteenth century, compiled The Woman's Bible,
placing feminist demands within a religious framework (Mir-Hosseini, 2006).

The divergent trajectories of Western and Islamic feminism can largely be
explained by their geopolitical contexts. As Susan Muaddi Darraj (1999) notes, while
Western feminism was shaped by Enlightenment rationalism and Cartesian dualism,
Islamic feminism emerged in postcolonial, war-torn societies shaped by nationalism
and economic disparity (Darraj, 1999). As Badran and Cooke (1990) argue, Arab
feminism developed under Western colonial rule and has often been dismissed as
either anti-religious or a tool of Western imperialism. Consequently, Arab feminists
face a triple struggle: against patriarchy within their own societies, against colonial
domination, and against nationalist forces that portray feminism as unpatriotic
(Darraj, 1999).

Another key distinction lies in Islamic feminism’s stance toward male
authority. Unlike traditional Western feminism, which often positions itself in
opposition to male dominance, many Islamic feminists do not identify men as
adversaries. In Turkey, so-called tirban/: (veiled) feminists have insisted that men
are not their oppressors but their “friends and helpmates” (Sakaranaho, 2008). They
emphasize that their goal is not to overturn traditional gender roles entirely, but to
achieve freedom and equity within them. Islamic feminism promotes gender justice
while acknowledging inherent differences between the sexes, often encapsulated in
the principle of being “equal but different” (Sakaranaho, 2008).

Islamic feminism also tends to prioritize communal and familial roles,
whereas Western feminism is often more individualistic in its orientation. In many
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A distinctive feature of Islamic feminism is its transnational nature. It is both
global and decentralized, not confined to specific geographic or linguistic contexts.
This widespread presence refutes claims by religious conservatives that only native
Arabic speakers possess the authority to interpret the Qur’an. Scholars like Amina
Wadud in the United States and Iranian theologians such as Azam Taleghani
challenge such assertions. Pakistani scholar Asma Barlas (Vanzan, 2010) contends
that “interpreting does not necessarily require a mastery of Arabic since
interpretation is not an exercise in philology.”

The reinterpretation of sacred texts by Islamic feminists has resulted in
tangible shifts in legal discourse and the social positioning of Muslim women.
According to Vanzan (2010), these efforts "reinforce the idea that women, be they
secular or religious, are struggling for the same common goal, i.e., to improve their
conditions of life" (Vanzan, 2010). The reinterpretive project has allowed women to
challenge the authority of the ulama (religious scholars) and bring gender equity to
the forefront of both religious and political discussions.

Despite shared goals, tensions often arise between secular and Islamic
feminist factions, especially when navigating political landscapes. This division was
apparent in Yemen in 1997 when a broad coalition of women succeeded in blocking
a regressive personal status law, only to later splinter under political pressures
(Badran, 2009). Nowhere are these divisions more visible than in Turkey.

In Turkey, feminist activism began in earnest in the 1980s, driven by women
from diverse ideological backgrounds. Initially led by former leftist activists,
feminist groups launched public awareness campaigns and feminist publications
such as Kaktus and Feminist (Sakaranaho, 2008). However, by the mid-1980s, a new
wave of university students and academics began publicly embracing Islamic
identity by adopting modest dress, including headscarves and long coats. The state
responded with a ban on veiling in universities, prompting widespread protests
known as the tirban(headscarf) movement. Eventually, Islamic dress (tesettir)
became normalized across Turkish cities, including Istanbul (Sakaranaho, 2008).
This shift alarmed secular feminists, particularly within Kemalist circles, leading to
a renewed defense of Turkish secularism. By the late 1980s, the Turkish women’s
movement had effectively fractured into two competing camps: one secular-liberal
and the other Islamic in orientation (Sakaranaho, 2008). These internal divisions
underscore the complexities of the Islamic feminist movement and the importance
of distinguishing it from Western feminism.

Unlike its Western counterpart, Islamic feminism emerged in a context where
religion remains a central pillar of identity. From its inception in the latter half of the
twentieth century, Western feminism has frequently been in tension with religious
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activist Shamima Shaikh and her colleagues, both women and men, embraced the
term in their activism during the 1990s. By the mid-1990s, Islamic feminism had
become a widely recognized term, created and disseminated by Muslims throughout
the global umma (Badran, 2009).

Some women explicitly identified as Islamic feminists from the outset. These
included contributors to Zanan, South African religious scholars and activists, and
members of Malaysia’s Sisters in Islam organization. In Europe, Patrizia Khadija,
the current vice president of Italy’s largest Muslim association, publicly endorsed
the goals of Islamic feminism. She noted, “I am very close to the Islamic feminism’s
discourse, because it works on the interpretation of the holy texts and therefore it
goes to the very heart of the matter. In fact, the arbitrary exercise of power against
women...is due to the misinterpretation of some Qur’anic verses inside certain
Muslim communities” (Vanzan, 2010).

Nevertheless, not all female Muslim thinkers and writers who contributed to
the movement identify with the label. For instance, Moroccan sociologist Fatima
Mernissi—author of Women and Islam: An Historical and Theological
Enquiry(originally published in French in 1978 as Le harem politique and translated
into English in 1991)—is widely regarded as one of the intellectual foremothers of
Islamic feminism. Yet, she considered herself a secular feminist, rather than an
Islamic one (Badran, 2009).

Islamic feminism primarily employs Islamic discourse—though not
exclusively—as the foundation for advocating women’s rights, gender equality, and
social justice. While different Islamic feminist movements and figures have pursued
various goals, one overarching objective remains consistent: to demonstrate that the
Qur’anic text itself is not inherently misogynistic, and in fact promotes respect for
women and acknowledges their equality. The movement challenges the notion that
male authority over women is divinely ordained, instead attributing this imbalance
to patriarchal societies and cultural conservatism rather than to the religion itself.

To this end, Islamic feminists engage deeply with religious scholarship,
undertaking rigorous study and reinterpretation of sacred texts. Their efforts include
revisiting the Qur’an, the Hadith, and legal traditions. For example, scholars such as
Amina Wadud, Riffat Hassan, and Fatima Naseef focus primarily on Qur’anic
exegesis. Others, including Aziza al-Hibri and Shaheen Sardar Ali, critically
examine legal interpretations and Sharia-backed statutes. Meanwhile, figures like
Fatima Mernissi and Hidayet Tuksal have reanalyzed the Hadith with a feminist lens
(Badran, 2009).
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within a spiritual and Islamic framework. As Mir-Hosseini (2006) states, one of the
central tenets of Islamic feminism is that it is “a gender discourse that argues for
equality within an Islamic framework” (Mir-Hosseini, 2006).

Despite its theological grounding, Islamic feminism has not always been
universally recognized as feminist in nature. In Opening the Gates, Badran and
Cooke introduce the concept of “invisible feminism” to describe early feminist
consciousness among Arab women. According to Darraj (1999), “early feminist
consciousness and voices were for the most part hidden from the ‘larger world’ or
confined to the world of women while female seclusion and the segregation of the
sexes prevailed. Much of the Arab women’s feminist expression has eluded people
because of its invisibility” (Darraj, 1999). This observation reveals the complexities
of feminist articulation in patriarchal and segregated societies.

There is no singular or monolithic definition of Islamic feminism, just as
there is no uniform model of the Islamic feminist. Anna Vanzan (2010) emphasizes
that the term represents a multifaceted reality: “Rather, the locution implies a
diversified reality of women who fight for their rights in an Islamic frame, either in
the country of origin or in a migratory context. The phenomenon popularly called
‘Islamic feminism’ embraces a variety of Muslim women who fight for their rights
while simultaneously affirming a strong religious identity” (Vanzan, 2010). While
some of these women engage in gender-conscious reinterpretations of the Qur’an
and other sacred texts, others work through social activism—yet all seek justice and
gender equality rooted in Islamic teachings.

The Islamic feminist movement, as it is more formally recognized today,
began with the contributions of Iranian women scholars such as Afsaneh Najmabadi
and Ziba Mir-Hosseini. From Iran, the movement quickly spread to other Muslim-
majority societies, including Egypt and Turkey, and to diasporic communities across
Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Maghreb (Badran, 2009). These feminist scholars and
activists aimed to defend the rights of Muslim women globally, while differentiating
themselves from Western feminist paradigms. Their vision of gender equality was
one that sought harmony with Islamic principles rather than opposition to them.

Najmabadi and Mir-Hosseini helped to popularize the term Islamic
feminism through contributions to Zanan, a Tehran-based women’s journal founded
by Shahla Sherkat in 1992 (Badran, 2009). The term resonated across the Islamic
world and gained increasing traction in academic and activist circles. Saudi scholar
Mai Yamani used it in her 1996 book Feminism and Islam, while Turkish scholars
Yesim Arat, Feride Acar, and Nilufer Gole (whose book The Forbidden Modern was
published in Turkish in 1991 and translated into English in 1996) also employed the
term to describe a new feminist current emerging in Turkey. Similarly, South African
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Introduction:

The emergence of the Third-Wave feminist movement has amplified new
voices across the Middle East, advocating for a reimagined framework of feminism
grounded in Islamic principles. A significant number of Islamic feminists from the
Middle East and North Africa—regions where this movement has gained
considerable traction—emphatically maintain that their critique is not directed
against Islam itself. Rather, they challenge the patriarchal interpretations of Islamic
doctrine, particularly those rooted in traditional readings of the Qur’an. These
activists seek to demonstrate that Islam and feminism are not inherently
incompatible. On the contrary, they argue that the pursuit of gender equality can
coexist harmoniously with Islamic teachings, including those found in Sharia law.

Islamic feminists frequently utilize religious texts to support their claims,
aiming to reconcile their commitment to gender justice with their spiritual identity.
Their approach is largely inductive, drawing from the principles of Islamic
jurisprudence (figh) and its interpretive traditions. They contend that the rights of
women are enshrined in the Qur’an, but that these rights have historically been
overshadowed or distorted by patriarchal readings of scripture and subsequent
exegetical works. In response, Islamic feminists advocate for the rejection of
androcentric interpretations of the Qur’an. They promote the adoption of a
hermeneutic framework centered on women's lived experiences and perspectives.
Through this lens, the Qur’an can serve as a tool for advocating gender equity rather
than reinforcing gender hierarchies.

This paper seeks to offer a preliminary analysis of both patriarchal and
feminist hermeneutics of the Qur’an, focusing specifically on key issues such as
women’s dress codes, marriage, and gender equality. The central question guiding
this exploration is whether the patriarchal interpretation of Islamic texts constitutes
the primary source of women's oppression in the Islamic world. Prior to this analysis,
however, it is essential to clearly define the term Islamic feminism and examine the
socio-political and historical contexts that gave rise to feminist discourse in Muslim-
majority societies.

Discussion:

In her seminal article Feminism in Islam, Margot Badran (2009) defines
Islamic feminism as “a feminist discourse and practice articulated within an Islamic
paradigm. Islamic feminism, which derives its understanding and mandate from the
Qur’an, seeks rights and justice for women, and for men, in the totality of their
existence” (Badran, 2009). This definition underscores a foundational characteristic
of Islamic feminism: it is not positioned outside of religious life but operates firmly
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4/ Continuous Evaluation: Institutions should monitor Al tools for accuracy,
fairness, and responsiveness to curricula.
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personalization in lesson planning while raising important ethical and professional
concerns. The results align with the research questions as follows:

1/ RQ1: Al contributes to automation by reducing teachers’ workload
in preparing materials (78% agreement).

2/ RQ2: Al supports personalization by generating differentiated
resources (65% agreement).

3/ RQ3: Teachers identified benefits but also barriers such as privacy
concerns (42%) and lack of training.

4/ RQ4: Teachers perceive Al as a supportive tool, not a replacement,
highlighting the importance of professional expertise.

Together, these findings confirm AI’s supportive but not substitutive role in
lesson planning.

11. Limitations

This study has several limitations. First, it focuses on university teachers in
Saudi Arabia, which may limit generalizability to other contexts. Second, the data
relied on self-reported perceptions rather than direct classroom observation. Third,
while ChatGPT was the primary tool identified, other Al platforms may yield
different outcomes. Finally, the absence of advanced inferential analysis restricts the
statistical depth.

12. Ethical Considerations

The study adhered to established ethical guidelines. Informed consent was
obtained from all participants, both written (via survey agreement forms) and verbal
(during interviews). All participants were assured of confidentiality and anonymity,
and data were stored securely in password-protected files. Identifying details were
removed to prevent disclosure. The research process respected participant autonomy
and data privacy, in alignment with institutional and international ethical standards.

13. Recommendations

1/ Institutional Training Programs: Provide structured training for teachers
to effectively integrate Al into lesson planning.

2/ Policy Development: Establish guidelines on ethical Al use, data privacy,
and accountability.

3/ Blended Planning Models: Encourage approaches where Al automates
routine tasks but teachers retain pedagogical control.
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8.1 Statistical Considerations

While this study incorporated limited inferential statistical analyses (such as
t-tests and Pearson correlations) to examine relationships between key variables, the
primary focus remained on descriptive trends due to the exploratory nature of the
research. Future studies with larger and more diverse samples could employ more
advanced inferential techniques (e.g., regression modeling or multivariate analysis)
to provide deeper insights into the factors influencing teachers’ adoption and
perceptions of Al in lesson planning.

In addition to descriptive statistics, inferential analyses were conducted to
explore relationships and group differences among key variables. An independent-
samples #-test was used to examine whether teachers’ perceptions of Al efficiency
and personalization differed based on teaching experience (less than 10 years vs.
more than 10 years). Results indicated a significant difference in perceived efficiency
(1(118) =2.43, p <.05), with more experienced teachers reporting higher efficiency
gains from Al tools. Furthermore, a Pearson correlation analysis was performed to
investigate the relationship between the frequency of Al use and perceived
personalization effectiveness. The results revealed a moderate positive correlation (»
= .47, p < .01), suggesting that increased use of Al tools is associated with greater
perceived personalization in lesson planning. These findings strengthen the
empirical evidence of the study and highlight how teaching experience and Al usage
patterns influence teachers’ perceptions of Al-supported lesson planning.

9. Discussion

This study highlights both the opportunities and challenges of using Al for
lesson planning. Consistent with Chen et al. (2020), findings confirm AI’s efficiency
in generating adaptive materials, but concerns mirror Zhang & Aslan (2021), who
note risks of bias and privacy issues. Teachers’ cautious approach suggests that Al
is best understood as an augmentative rather than a substitutive tool (Williamson &
Piattoeva, 2020).

The integration of Al demands careful policy design, professional training,
and ongoing evaluation. Limitations include over-reliance on descriptive statistics
and the scope of Al tools (limited primarily to ChatGPT). Nevertheless, this study
adds empirical evidence from Saudi Arabian university teachers, enriching the global
perspective on Al in education.

10. Findings

The findings demonstrate that Al significantly enhances efficiency and
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Qualitative analysis revealed three key themes:

Time-saving benefits — Teachers emphasized automation of repetitive tasks.
Enhanced differentiation — Teachers highlighted AI’s capacity to adapt to
varied student needs.

3. Barriers to adoption — Concerns about trust, ethical issues, and insufficient
training were frequent.

4. Representative teacher quotes include: “Al generates lesson frameworks
faster than I ever could, but I still adapt them for my class context,” and “It
helps personalize content, but I don’t fully trust it without review.”

N —

Teachers’ Perceptions of Al in Lesson Planning
80}

Percentage (%)
= N w B 19,1
o [=) (=] o o

o

Efficiency Personalization Challenges

Figure 1. Teachers’ Perceptions of Al in Lesson Planning (Efficiency,
Personalization, Concerns)

Challenges

Benefits

Figure 2. Benefits vs. Challenges of Al in Lesson Planning
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algorithmic bias, and the potential for over-reliance on technology raise important
questions about the role of Al in education. Williamson and Piattoeva (2020) argue
that Al should be viewed as a tool to support, rather than replace, human educators.
Furthermore, the successful integration of Al into education requires addressing
issues such as digital literacy among educators, equitable access to technology, and
the development of policies and frameworks that ensure ethical and responsible use
of Al in educational settings.

7.6. Research Gap

While existing literature provides valuable insights into the applications of
Al in education, there remains a need for more empirical research focused
specifically on Al in lesson planning. Most studies have concentrated on Al's role in
assessment, adaptive learning systems, and student support services, leaving a gap
in understanding how Al can reshape the daily planning process for teachers. Future
research should explore how Al can support teachers in balancing efficiency,
personalization, and professional autonomy in lesson planning. Investigating the
perspectives of educators, students, and other stakeholders will provide a more
comprehensive understanding of the benefits and challenges associated with Al
integration in lesson planning.

1. Data Analysis

Quantitative data collected from the survey were analyzed using descriptive
statistics (frequencies, percentages, and means) to summarize participants’
perceptions of AI’s impact on lesson planning. Additionally, inferential statistical
tests, including independent-samples t-tests and Pearson correlation analyses, were
conducted where appropriate to explore relationships between participants’ teaching
experience, frequency of Al use, and perceived benefits.

Qualitative data from the semi-structured interviews were analyzed using a
thematic analysis approach. Transcripts were open-coded to identify initial concepts,
followed by axial coding to group codes into broader categories and emergent
themes. To ensure the reliability and trustworthiness of the analysis, two independent
researchers coded a subset of the data, achieving a high level of inter-coder
agreement (Cohen’s k = 0.87). Discrepancies were discussed and resolved
collaboratively to refine the coding framework.

Quantitative results showed that 78% of teachers reported Al significantly
reduced the time required to prepare lesson plans. Additionally, 65% noted enhanced
personalization for diverse learners, while 42% expressed concerns about data
privacy and over-reliance on technology.
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content to meet the needs of diverse learners. Popenici and Kerr (2017) discuss the
potential of Al to automate aspects of lesson planning, thereby reducing the
administrative burden on teachers and allowing them to focus more on instructional
delivery. Platforms like Squirrel Al and Century Tech utilize Al algorithms to
analyze student performance data and recommend personalized learning pathways.
These systems can suggest appropriate resources, activities, and assessments tailored
to individual student needs, promoting a more personalized and efficient approach
to lesson planning (Chen et al., 2020). Despite the advantages, the adoption of Al in
lesson planning is not without challenges. Zhang and Aslan (2021) highlight
concerns related to data privacy, algorithmic bias, and the need for transparency in
Al decision-making processes. Educators must be equipped with the necessary skills
and knowledge to critically evaluate Al-generated recommendations and integrate
them effectively into their teaching practices.

7.4. Al and Personalization of Instruction

Personalized learning, which tailors educational experiences to individual
student needs, preferences, and abilities, is a central goal of contemporary education.
Al technologies play a crucial role in facilitating personalized instruction by
analyzing vast amounts of student data to identify learning patterns and predict
outcomes. Baker and Inventado (2014) note that Al systems can provide real-time
feedback, adjust learning pathways, and recommend resources that align with each
student's learning profile. Kumar et al. (2021) further emphasize that Al-enabled
personalized learning can enhance student engagement, motivation, and academic
achievement by addressing the unique needs of each learner. However, the
implementation of personalized learning through AI presents several challenges.
Zhang & Aslan (2021) discuss critical challenges associated with the integration of
artificial intelligence in education, including data privacy concerns, the digital
divide, and the necessity of ensuring equitable access to Al tools. They further
emphasize that the effectiveness of personalized learning is highly dependent on the
quality of the data collected, the design and transparency of Al algorithms, and the
ability of educators to interpret and apply Al-generated insights effectively in their
instructional practices.

7.5. Opportunities and Limitations

The integration of Al into education offers numerous opportunities, including
increased efficiency, enhanced personalization, and improved student outcomes. Al
can automate administrative tasks, provide data-driven insights, and support
differentiated instruction strategies, thereby allowing educators to focus more on
teaching and less on routine tasks. However, the adoption of Al in education also
presents several limitations and challenges. Ethical concerns related to data privacy,
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7. Literature Review
7.1 Artificial Intelligence in Education

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is revolutionizing education by enhancing
teaching and learning processes. Al technologies, such as intelligent tutoring
systems, learning analytics, and adaptive learning platforms, have been integrated
into various educational settings to support both educators and students. According
to Holmes et al. (2019), AI applications in education range from automating
administrative tasks to providing personalized learning experiences. These
technologies enable real-time data analysis, allowing for timely interventions and
support tailored to individual learner needs. Recent systematic reviews have
highlighted the growing role of Al in education. For instance, a study by Garzon,
Kinshuk, and Baldiris (2022) emphasize the potential of artificial intelligence to
improve educational outcomes through personalized learning pathways and more
efficient resource allocation. However, they argue that the successful
implementation of Al in education requires careful attention to ethical
considerations, data privacy concerns, and the provision of ongoing professional
development to enable teachers to integrate these technologies effectively into their
classrooms.

7.2. Lesson Planning: Challenges and Importance

Lesson planning 1s a fundamental aspect of effective teaching, providing a
structured approach to delivering curriculum content and achieving educational
objectives. Richards and Bohlke (2011) assert that well-designed lesson plans
facilitate student engagement, promote active learning, and ensure alignment with
learning standards. However, teachers often encounter challenges in the lesson
planning process, including time constraints, large class sizes, and the need to
accommodate diverse learning styles and abilities (Konig et al., 2020). Traditional
lesson planning methods, while valuable, may not fully address the complexities of
modern classrooms. The increasing diversity of student populations and the rapid
pace of curriculum changes necessitate more dynamic and flexible approaches to
lesson design. Al technologies offer promising solutions to these challenges by
automating routine tasks, providing data-driven insights, and supporting
differentiated instruction strategies.

7.3. Al in Automating Lesson Planning

The integration of Al into lesson planning processes has gained significant
attention in recent years. Al-powered tools can assist educators in generating lesson
plans, aligning instructional materials with curriculum standards, and adapting
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6.1 Sampling Method and Participants

A purposive sampling strategy was employed to recruit participants with
prior experience in using artificial intelligence tools for lesson planning. The study
sample consisted of 120 university teachers from various disciplines in Saudi Arabia,
each with 10-15 years of teaching experience their age 35 — 50 years 60 male and
60 female post graduates. Teacher of English by profession familiarity with Al
platforms such as ChatGPT. From this group, a subsample of 15 participants took
part in semi-structured interviews, providing in-depth qualitative insights into their
experiences, perceptions, and strategies for integrating Al into instructional
planning.

6.2 Al Tools Used

The primary artificial intelligence tool examined in this study was ChatGPT,
a generative language model widely used by educators to support instructional
design. Participants reported using ChatGPT to generate lesson objectives, structure
instructional sequences, adapt materials for diverse learners, and create differentiated
activities aligned with curriculum requirements. In addition, some participants
mentioned experimenting with other Al-assisted platforms, such as Squirrel Al and
Century Tech, for personalized content recommendations and data-driven
instructional support. These tools collectively provided the context for exploring
AT’s role in automating and personalizing lesson planning.

6.3 Survey and Interview Instruments

Data were collected using two complementary instruments: a structured
survey and semi-structured interviews. The survey consisted of both closed- and
open-ended items designed to measure teachers’ perceptions of Al’s impact on
lesson planning, including aspects such as efficiency, personalization, ethical
considerations, and professional challenges. The instrument also gathered
information on participants’ teaching experience, frequency of Al tool usage, and
types of tasks supported by Al.

The semi-structured interview protocol was developed to explore
participants’ experiences in greater depth. Key thematic areas included their practical
use of Al in lesson design, perceived benefits and limitations, approaches to
integrating Al recommendations into existing curricula, and concerns related to data
privacy and teacher autonomy. All instruments were reviewed by two experts in
educational technology to ensure content validity, and the interview guide was
piloted with a small group of educators before data collection.
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4. Research Questions:

1. How does Artificial Intelligence contribute to the automation of lesson
planning for teachers?

2. In what ways does Al support the personalization of lesson plans to meet
diverse student needs?

3.  What are the perceived benefits and challenges teachers face when using
Al-based lesson planning tools?

4. How can Al and teacher expertise complement each other in the process of
instructional design?

5. Objectives of the Study:

1. To examine the role of Al in automating routine aspects of lesson planning.
To analyze the potential of Al to personalize instructional materials for
diverse learners.

3. To identify the challenges and limitations associated with Al-based lesson
planning tools.

4. To evaluate how Al can support, rather than replace, teachers’ professional
decision-making in instructional design.

6. Methodology

This study employed a mixed-methods approach to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the role of Artificial Intelligence in automating and personalizing
lesson planning. Quantitative data were collected through surveys distributed to 120
university teachers in Saudi Arabia, representing various disciplines with 10-15
years of teaching experience. Participants were selected using purposive sampling,
ensuring they had prior exposure to Al-based lesson planning tools. Qualitative
insights were obtained through semi-structured interviews with 15 participants. The
Al tool primarily referenced in this study was ChatGPT, which teachers reported
using to generate lesson ideas, structure plans, and adapt materials for diverse
learners. The survey included both closed- and open-ended questions focusing on
efficiency, personalization, challenges, and ethical considerations. Interviews
explored teachers’ attitudes, experiences, and adaptation strategies in greater depth.
Data analysis employed descriptive statistics for survey responses, supported by
inferential insights where relevant, and thematic coding for interviews. The
qualitative analysis was conducted using open and axial coding to ensure reliability,
with representative quotes selected to highlight key themes.
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1. Introduction:

The rapid integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) into education has
transformed traditional teaching practices by providing tools that enhance efficiency,
adaptability, and personalization. One of the most critical areas where Al
demonstrates potential is lesson planning—an essential yet time-intensive
responsibility for teachers. Traditionally, lesson planning requires educators to
balance curriculum requirements, student needs, and instructional strategies, often
under significant time constraints. Al-powered systems, however, can streamline this
process by automating repetitive tasks, generating tailored instructional materials,
and adapting lessons to suit diverse learners. Examining the role of Al in lesson
planning is therefore vital to understand its pedagogical, practical, and ethical
implications in modern classrooms.

2. Statement of the Problem:

While Al offers promising solutions for automating and personalizing lesson
planning, its actual impact on teaching practices and learning outcomes remains
underexplored. Many educators still rely heavily on traditional methods, facing
challenges such as limited preparation time, diverse classroom needs, and the
pressure to align with evolving curricula. Although Al tools claim to address these
challenges, questions remain regarding their effectiveness, accessibility, and the
extent to which they can complement rather than replace teachers’ professional
judgment. Without clear evidence, schools and educators may struggle to adopt Al
confidently and effectively.

3. Significance of the Study:
This study is significant for several reasons:

1. For teachers: It explores how Al can reduce workload, support creativity,
and provide adaptive lesson materials tailored to students’ needs.

2. For students: It highlights how Al-driven personalization can foster more
inclusive and engaging learning experiences.

3. For policymakers and institutions: It provides insights into the potential
benefits and limitations of Al integration in curriculum design and teaching
practices.

4. For researchers: It contributes to the growing body of literature on Al in
education by specifically focusing on the underexamined area of lesson
planning.
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The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Automating and

Personalizing Lesson Planning for Teachers

Dr. Lana Hussain Ahmed Shahata — AL Khaleej Company at King Saud University

Elfadil Mahgoub Ibrahim Ahmed - Assistant Professor - Department of English - Faculty
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Abstract

The rapid integration of Artificial Intelligence (Al) into education is reshaping teaching and learning processes,
particularly in the area of lesson planning. Lesson planning is a foundational responsibility for educators,
encompassing curriculum alignment, instructional strategies, and consideration of diverse student needs.
Traditionally, this process is time-intensive and demands careful professional judgment. Al technologies,
however, offer innovative solutions by automating repetitive planning tasks, generating adaptive learning
materials, and personalizing instruction based on student data. This study investigates the multifaceted role of
Al in automating and personalizing lesson planning, employing a mixed-methods approach that combines
surveys of 120 university teachers in Saudi Arabia and in-depth interviews with 15 participants. Findings
indicate that Al enhances efficiency, supports differentiation, and provides teachers with tools for creative
instructional design while raising concerns regarding ethical considerations, data privacy, and the necessity of
professional oversight. Recommendations emphasize structured professional development, policy guidelines for
ethical Al use, and hybrid models blending Al support with human judgment. The study contributes to the
growing body of literature on Al in education and highlights both opportunities and challenges in modernizing
lesson planning practices.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Lesson Planning, Personalized Learning, Education Technology, Teacher Support
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