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Development between Inevitability and environmental
possibility and the role of science in comparing them

Dr. Mustafa Mohammed Khogali
Faculty of Education
University of Khartoum

Abstract

The question of the effect of the natural environment on man
was raised- at least- since the time of the ancient Greeks, and
its discussion continued to the present day. The original idea
was that man together with his activities and behavior are
strictly determined by the natural environment, hence the
school of determinism. However, since the Nineteenth Century
some scholars began to give man considerable credit for
revealing the various possibilities of nature and that man has
the ability to choose the most suitable possibilities for his
economic and social development, hence the school of
possibilisim .

The aim of this paper is to shed light on the meaning and the
history of these two schools of thought, and to discus the role
of education and science in furthering man's awareness of the
different sides of the physical environment since some of these
are usually undercovered and need to be discovered.

The hypotheses put forward here are:

(1) No denial of the effect of the environment on man,

(2) No necessities, but everywhere there are choices,

(3) Man has ability to discover and choose.

(4) Education and science increase man's ability to reveal

and choose between the various potentials.

The discussion here has revealed that all those hypotheses
are true and recommended to develope and provide proper
education and good research.
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