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Contemporary Western Educational Thought and the Conflicting
Essentialist and Existentialist Philosophies:
A Historical, Comparative Study.

Dr. Elrasid Habboub Mohammed
Faculty of Education

University of Khartoum

Abstract

The study has been wholly oriented to shed some light on the historical
ongoing conflict between the essentialist and existentialist philosophies
of the west, and its impact on contemporary western educational
thought. The Conflict can be attributed to, largely if not wholly, the
traditionally disputed dualistic view of human nature: the “body and
mind” view of dichotomy.

The study has laboriously and safely come to the conclusion that both
philosophies essentialism and existentialism have failed to fulfil what
they promised to deliver. Both philosophies have failed to offer a
satisfactory perspective for education. Consequently this failure has
resulted in different sorts of disruptive contradictions that can be
detected in the contemporary western educational philosophy.

To achieve its aim, the study has been divided into six levels. The first
highlights the problem of the study. The second traces the historical
conflict between the essentialist and existentialist philosophies. The
third level discusses the major trends and schools of the contemporary
western educational philosophy. The fourth level focuses attention on
the main areas of dispute between the two conflicting philosophies of
education. The fifth explores aspects of disruption in the existing
western philosophy of education. The sixth level highlights the main

results of the study.
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