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Abstract

Urbanization may be defined as the movement of people towards
urban centers. It is known that development has political, economic,
social and the forgotten spatial dimension. Space is the place where
development takes place. Space in this context does not only mean
location or position, but all what is found on the ground including
settlements, transportation and communication networks, as well as
other infrastructure. For space to play its full role in the development
process all the networks have to be fully integrated. Above all, the
settlement network has to be well integrated consisting of a
reasonable number of large urban centers, medium-sized cities and
small towns in order that the development process will be complete.
The fact that the settlement system in developing countries has been
less integrated and weak has contributed to underdevelopment. The
weakness of the settlement system has given birth to the emergence
of primate cities in developing countries. Usually it is the national
capitals that develop into megacities leaving medium-sized and
smaller towns to stagnate leading thereby to underdevelopment. The
situation whereby primate cities became dominant, results in
unbalanced regional development. Development requires the efforts
of all specializations to succeed. As such all politicians and
administrators should be aware that development will not be

complete without strengthening the spatial aspects of development.
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