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Abstract: This article aims at verifying
and ascertaining the genuineness and
authenticity of a manuscript attributed to a
certain Sultan Shau ibn Rifa‘a al-Tunjurawi
who is believed to have been one of the
Sultans of the ‘Islamic Sultanate’ of
Tunjur (in present day Darfur) before the
rise of the Fur kingdom (ca. 1640). The
manuscript goes back to the year 1575,
and deals with a mandate to a certain
Faqth Fakhreldin Osman ibn Niireldin to
register some endowments and real estates
in the Hijaz in the name of that Sultan for
the benefit of certain people living there.
The article adopts a structural approach
through a historical and analytical method,
analyzing the text of the manuscript both
internally and externally and making use
of the relevant evidences. All evidences
testify to the genuineness and authenticity
of this manuscript. Accordingly, it can
be regarded as one of the evidences for
the very early links between the present
day Darfur and the land of Islam and
Arabism.
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