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Abstract: This study aims at exploring
the concept of national folk poetry in
Sudan, with a particular emphasis on
its music and rhythm, shedding light on
some of the subjects and themes it deals
with. The study adopted the descriptive
approach; it is based on the concepts of
the Arabic prosody and its application to
different samples of this poetry. The study
concludes that "folk poetry" is the term
chosen by the poets of the wilderness for
this genre of their poetry, rather than the
popular term dUbgt. The closest poetic
meter (baFr) to folk poetry in Sudan is
BaFr al-Hazaj (the Hazaj meter), albeit it
is not hard to find some deviations from it.
In fact, many rhythmical anomalies can be
observed in Sudanese folk poetry, which
result in patterns of unfamiliar musical
compositions. The themes of folk poetry
are associated with the rural and pastoral
environment and the related concern for
women and camels.
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