
 



DSRI was established in 1976 as part of the Faculty of Economic and Social Studies. The objective was to link the 
University with the community and its development efforts through, teaching, training, research and 
publications. The Institute occupied its autonomous position as an Institute, instead of a center within the Faculty 
of economics, in 2003. 
DSRI Mission
Influence and affect policy-making vis-vis its formulation and execution of programs in the areas of development.
Objectives of the Institute
- Encourages, conducts, promotes and coordinates interdisciplinary teaching and research in the area of 
development studies
- Designs curricula leading to degrees in the field of development studies.
- Conducts short training courses, seminars, public lectures, workshops, conferences on problems relating to 
socio-economic development.
- Enhances and follows-up research on development studies through periodicals, reports and publications. 
Provides communication facilities between researchers within the university, government and other related 
corporate bodies at the national and international level.
- Cooperates closely with researchers, institutes and other agencies in fields of specialization.
- Provides forum for exchange of experiences and disseminates know-how on development issues among 
experts, staff and students.
- Provides and promotes programs and research dealing with the area of documentation and information science 
as well as the exchange of publications where feasible.
- Promotes gender studies through teaching, research, training and curricula development for capacity building.
Conducts all that is necessary to carry out its stated objectives.
Graduate Studies:
The graduate programs are open to graduates from economics and social sciences, agriculture and other 
disciplines related to development studies. The teaching & research program is interdisciplinary in nature with 
more emphasis on applied development policy oriented issues. The institute provides specialized programs in:
- Graduate Diploma in Development and Planning is two semester program directed to the needs of mid-career 
professionals in development studies. 
-  M. Sc. in Development and Planning (By courses) is a two-year program.
-  M. Sc. in Development and Planning (By research) is to improve the conceptual and analytical skills of high level 
development practitioners with extensive experiences. The program extends over two years
- Diploma/M. Sc. International Trade and Development is 4 semester.
Ph. D. program in development: The study period is three years extendable according to the graduate college 
regulations.
DSRI Programs:
1- Research & Consultancy Program directs and influences new trends in development studies in the Sudan. The 
DSRI encourages group research and co-operates with national and international organizations in implementing 
its research programs as well as provides the necessary logistic support for research work of such institutions.
2- Gender and Development Program (GAD) is designed to improve and develop projects and programs for 
women on Gender issues through the implementation of series of activities covering short training courses, 
conferences, workshops, researches and documentation.
3- Documentation and Publications Program includes the specialized library and the publications and press unit. 
Currently a development information center (ICD) is established as partnership between the DSRI and the World 
Bank.  The ICD within the DSRI organizes bi - monthly forum that aims to provide linkage between academic 
institutions and the community through dissemination of Knowledge and sharing of development information on 
current issues for sustainable development.
4- Short Courses Training Program brings participants up to date on current issues in development problems. The 
courses are geared to practical development issues with plenty of exercises, case studies and individual and group 
assignments based on real life situations.
5- Computer Training Program is one of the main units of the Institute. It offers a range of short courses and 
provides data processing and analysis services for researchers.
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