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The Past and Present in Afro-Arab Co-operation
El-Shazali El-Ayari
Summary

Dr S. El-Ayari has tried in his lecture to answer certain relevant questions
regaraing Arab-African co-operation. He states that, contrary to some opinions,
he believes that Afro-Arab co-operationis a long-term policy which covers many
aspects: financial, economic, cultural and social. Despite many deficiencies, this
policy has so far achieved many positive results.

Dr. Ayari considers six events of the last decade as being crucial in their effects
upon Arab-African co-operation. These were the following:

1. The October 1973 Arab-Israeli war in which' the Arabs imposed an oil
embargo. That episode also witnessed the establishment of many organi-
sations to assist various African development projects.

2. The Arab-Afriran summit of March 1977,

3. The Arab summit of 1978 in Baghdad which decided upon the isolation of
Egypt for signing the Camp-David agreement with Israel.

4,  The escatation of Arab conflicts and the rift inthe OAU as a result of the
Western Sahara problem.

5. The restoration of diplomatic relations between Israel, Zaire and Liberia in
1983,

6. Theeffects ofthe world recession and the glut in the oil markets on the ability
of Arab oil exporting countries to give aid to African and other underde-
veloped countries,

Dr. Ayari defended the record of Arab-African co-operation and pointed out
that aid to African countries had no strings attached to it. It is on easy terms and
is provided to the poorest and to those African countries that most need help.
Arab countries have provided 60 billion dollars in loans to Third World
countries and also the sum of eight billion American dollars to non-Arab
countries in Africa as aid, whereas the rich western countries have not given even
one tenth of this amount.

Dr. Avyari stated that Arab-African solidarity has been consolidated by co-
operation in all fields.Arabs and Africans adopteda commonpolitical standagaimst
racial discrimunation in South Africa and against tine Zionmist occupation of Arab
lands. Arab-African co-operation should emphasise their common history and
the cultural and spiritual ties between Arabs and Africans. He reiterates the
argument that the development of Arab-African co-operation is subject to the
development of wider international co-operation between advanced countries
and the Third World. The more developed industrialised countries should
shoulder their responsibilities towards Africa and all the less developed countries
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as welfare and world peace are closely linked global issues that cannot be
separated. He calls on the Third World nations to unite and overcome their
differences and on the major powers particularly the U.S.A., the USSR, Japan
and Western Europe to make serious efforts to help the Third World.

Y



CONFERENCE PRESENTEE PAR LE DOCTEUR AL-AYYARI
SUR LE PASSE ET LE PRESENT DE LA COOPERATION
ARABO - AFRICAINE

M.S. Al-Ayyari s'est évertu€ dans cette conférence de fournir des ré-
ponscs"a un certain nombre de questions soulevees au sujet de la coopération
arabo-africaine. Il déclare que, contrairement a certaines opinions expri-
mées a ce sujet, la coope/ration arabo-africaine est un processus a long terme
qui recouvre di multiples aspects: financiers, Economiqucs, culturels et
sociaux. Et en depit de nombreuses lacunes, ce processus a accompli jusqu’-
ici de nombreux resultats positifs,

M. Ayyari considére que six événements qui ont cu lieu durant la décen-
nie ¢coulée, ont eu des effets cruciaux sur la coope’ration arabo-africaine.
Ces &venements sont les suivants:

(1) La guerre d’octobre 1973 entre les Arabes ct les israéliens, lors

de laguelle les Arabes ont imposé I'embargo petrolier, Cette
‘epoque a vu également la creation dc diverses organisations en vue
d’assister dans la mise en oeuvre de differents projets de dgvelop-
pement en Afrique.

(2) Le sommet arabe-africain de mars 1977,

(3) Le sommet arabe de 1978 tenu a Baghdad en 1978 lors duquel la
decision a Bt& prise d’isoler I'Egypte pour avoir signé les accords
de Camp David avec Isracl.

{4) L’escalade des conflits inter-arabes et la sécession au sein de "OUA
comme résultat du probléme du Sahara Occidental.

(5) Le rétablissement des relartions diplomatiques entre Israél, le Zaire

* et le Libéria en 1983.

(6) Les effets de la récession mondiale et du surplus pétrulier sur les
marches et sur la capacité des pays arabes exportateurs du petrole
“a poursuivre leur assistance aux pays africains et aux autres pays
sous-développes.

M. Ayyari défend la coopération arabo-africaine et affirme que I'assis-

tance arabe est donnée sans condition préalable.

C'est une assistance qui est donnee selon des termes faciles et aux pays
les plus pauvres qui en ont le plus besoin.

Les pays arabes ont fourni 60 billions de dollars sous forme de credits
aux pays du tiers monde et également la somme de 8 billions de dollars amér-
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